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2022 NWMN Theology for Ministry Retreat 

Dinner Church 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indigenous People's Liturgy 

A Celebration of Native People 
 
This Indigenous People's Liturgical Celebration was created by Kelly Sherman-Conroy, member of 

the Oglala Sioux Tribe in Pine Ridge South Dakota. At the time of publication, Kelly was a Doctoral 

student at Luther Seminary. She received her PhD in Spring 2022.  Kelly is an active member of the 

American Indian/Alaska Native Lutheran Association Inc board of directors. Kelly worked closely with 

her mentor and Professor Dirk Lange (Luther Seminary), musician David Livingston, and conferred 

with Bishop Guy Erwin, Bishop Jessica Crist, and Native members and Clergy of the American 

Indian/Alaska Native Lutheran Association Inc. 

 
Contributors of the Cree, Sioux, Stockbridge-Munsee, Cherokee, Ojibwe, Navajo, Nez Perece and 

Osage Nations participated in the creation of this Liturgy. This liturgy has been put together in a very 

meaningful way to integrate Native culture, spirituality and mindset, and keeping some boundaries of 

the Lutheran Christian traditions. The result is a profound and deeply spiritual experience that has 

been created for all involved in not just the worship practices but their relationship with God and the 

other. 

 
In August of 2016 at the Churchwide Assembly, members of the ELCA passed a resolution to 

recognize and celebrate contributions of Native Americans into the life of the church and community. 
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PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “Let Streams of Living Justice” ELW #710 
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CALL TO WORSHIP (please stand)  

PRESIDER : The Spirit of God be with you.  

ALL: And also with you. Come, let us worship the Creator with hearts open to all 

peoples, where pride and prejudice once dwelt;  

 

PRESIDER: Let us worship Creator with minds open to the wisdom of Native peoples, 

where listening and respect once had no place. Let us honor the One who freely gives 

by showing honor to those who were once and still remain oppressed. Let us worship 

the God of diversity, who made the world in colors, in seasons, in endless variety; who 

created the diversity of the earth’s peoples in His image.  

ALL: We were created to honor one another and in so doing, we honor the 

Creator. Let us honor the Creator today, by reflecting in our worship and in life, 

the Creator's image -- love. Amen.  

 

(please be seated) 

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

 

SMUDGING (please stand) 

PRESIDER: The smudging ceremony is like a prayer of confession, as we purify our 

minds and hearts. Reach out for the smoke and draw it into your heart. Sage will be 

burned during the Four Directions prayer.  

 

PRAYER TO THE FOUR DIRECTIONS  

PRESIDER: Creator, the strength of the people, we honor you. Listen to the thoughts 

of your people. We respect the truth of your spirit world and care for your Creations to 

the east, to the south, to the west and to the north. We honor you by deeds and not 

words. We live by the ways you have entrusted to us within the circle of life. Come 

Great Spirit as we gather in your name. 

 

We turn our bodies to the Four Directions as we pray the following prayers. Begin by 

turning toward the East and continue to turn, with each prayer, in a clockwise direction.  

 

PRESIDER: We face East: To your symbol color gold, the place of dawning. There is 

beauty in the morning, there the Seeker finds new visions as each sacred day is born. 

All who honor life around them, all who honor life within, shall shine with light and glory 

when the morning comes again. And we pray,  

ALL: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come.  



 4 

 

PRESIDER: We turn to the South: To your symbol color red, in the South, the place of 

growing. There is wisdom in the earth both the painful song of dying and joyful song of 

birth. As the earth gives up her lifeblood so her children’s hearts may beat. We give 

back to her our reverence for the holy ground beneath our feet. And we pray,  

ALL: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come.  

 

PRESIDER: We turn to the West: To your symbol color black, the place of seeing. 

There is born a vision of the servant of the servants, who proclaimed The Gospel to us. 

Guide us at the end of each day and fill us with your peace. And we pray,  

ALL: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come.  

 

PRESIDER: We turn to the North: To your symbol color white, we look to God our 

Creator who cleanses our earth with snow, wind, and rain. To Jesus who fills us with 

the wideness of mercy and grace and lovingly embraces all the people. And the Holy 

Spirit who comes to inspire us. And we pray,  

ALL: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come.  

 

PRESIDER: Creator, you bent the earth like a bow. 

ALL: Until it was one, round, shining planet.  

 

PRESIDER: At your word the land was drawn into mountains and deserts,  

ALL: Forests and plains;  

 

PRESIDER: The waters were gathered together into rivers, lakes and seas.  

ALL: Many times, when people crossed these seas from other lands  

 

PRESIDER: They broke the circle of your creation  

ALL: By their greed and violence  

 

PRESIDER:  And they shattered the lives of others.  

ALL: Creator, renew the circle of the earth,  

 

PRESIDER:  And turn the hearts of all people to one another;  

ALL: That they and all the earth  

 

PRESIDER: May live and be drawn toward you,  

ALL: Through the power of your Son,  
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PRESIDER: Who lives with you and the Holy Spirit,  

ALL: In the circle of the Trinity, forever One. AMEN  

(please be seated) 

 

READING          Isaiah 58:9b-12 

If you remove the yoke from among you,  
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,  

10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,  
then your light shall rise in the darkness  
and your gloom be like the noonday.  

11 The Lord will guide you continually,  
and satisfy your needs in parched places,  

and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden,  
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 

12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
    you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
    the restorer of streets to live in. 

READER: Word of God. Word of Life. 

ALL: Thanks be to God.  

 

HOMILY Bishop Bill Tesch 

 

INTRODUCTION TO DINNER CONVERSATION 

PRAYER FOR CONVERSATION AND THE MEAL 

ALL:  Creator, to you we give thanks in all you bring and ask for your guidance 

as we prepare to open our hearts and minds and lips. Within this sacred space, 

Jesus Christ is our center in all we do. Prepare us for this conversation time to 

listen with humble, open, curious hearts; to speak with honor and respect 

towards all people; to be open to the teachings we are given.  

 

For the food we are about to eat, we give thanks. We give thanks for the many 

hearts and hands from planting to harvesting to preparing to serving. As we walk 

this sacred journey together with our relations, open our eyes to understanding, 

and the strength to truly see the way to live with compassion, love, mercy, and 

grace. For with your Spirit can we face the winds together. AMEN  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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PRAYERS  

PRESIDER: We pray: (moment of silence)  

ALL: O God of mercy, we lament that even good actions of reform and renewal 

have often unintended negative consequences.  

 

PRESIDER: We bring before you the burdens of the guilt of the past when our 

forebearers did not follow your will that all be one in the truth of the gospel.  

ALL: Teach us and show us the way.  

 

PRESIDER: We confess our own ways of thinking and acting that perpetuate division. 

As communities and as individuals, we build many walls around us: mental, spiritual, 

physical, and political walls that result in discrimination and violence. Forgive us, Lord.  

ALL: Teach us and show us the way.  

 

PRESIDER: Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. He is our peace, who breaks 

down the walls that divide, who gives us, through the Holy Spirit, ever-new beginnings.  

ALL: Teach us and show us the way.  

 

PRESIDER: In Christ, we receive forgiveness, and we are strengthened for a faithful 

and common witness in our time.  

ALL: Teach us and show us the way.  

 

PRESIDER: We pause now to add our own prayers, either silently or aloud. (silence)  

 

Creator, you made the world and declared it to be good: The beauty of the trees, the 

softness of the air, the fragrance of the grass speaks to us; The summit of the 

mountains, the thunder of the sky, The rhythm of the lakes speaks to us; The faintness 

of the stars, the freshness of the morning, The dewdrops on the flower speak to us. But 

above all, our heart soars, for you speak to us in your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose 

name we offer these prayers.  

ALL: AMEN  

 

BLESSING  

PRESIDER: Great Spirit, our Creator God, look upon these faces gathered in holy 

community together and send them anywhere you would have them go. Walk with 

them so that they may face the winds of change and walk the good road. Enlighten 

them. Sustain them. May God our Creator be with you this day and always. AMEN. 
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SENDING SONG    “Day by Day”                             ELW #790 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

PRESIDER: We have honored Christ our brother and chief. All my relatives, go in 

peace. 

ALL: Thanks be to God.  
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Worship Leaders:   Amanda Vivier, Bishop Bill Tesch, Pastor René L. Mehlberg.  

Musicians:    Pastor Anne Meredith, Pastor Nate Loer 

 

 

Special thank-you to Amanda Vivier for leading us in worship. Amanda is Leader of 

The Way: I am a Pipe carrier, a Staff carrier a Sundancer and I am a Cross bearer. I 

am Anishinabe ikwe, an enrolled member from the Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa 

in Belcourt ND. I am a daughter, a mother, a grandmother, a niece, and an aunt: a 

vision and prayer of my ancestors!  

  
Thank-you for sharing your many gifts with us today! 

 

 

Liturgy adapted from Indigenous People Liturgical Celebration, written and compiled by Dr. Kelly 

Sherman-Conroy (Oglala Sioux Tribe). Available at ELCA.org/Resources/Worship#Liturgy.  

Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715972. 

 


