
Sermon Notes
Text: Ephesians 4:11-16

Intro:

APA’s purpose statement: Helping each other follow Jesus at home, in 
our city and around the world. 

Church as a grocery store:
• Pick and choose based on desire
• Staff serve your needs
• No loyalty (change stores if service is better)

Church as community garden:
• While browsing, plant, water, weed, fertilize, etc. 
• Help others get oriented
• Give as much or more than you get

Is church meant to be more like a grocery store or a community garden?

The goal in a church is full participation; everyone doing their part to 
make the garden fruitful and beautiful. 

Ephesians 4:11-16

The goal of the church is maturity

Marks of immaturity:
 i. A boat tossed at sea

• allowing the elements to carry you. 
• Easily led astray by false teaching

ii. Susceptible to trickery
• No discernment
• Unable to spot danger

Marks of a mature church:
i. We speak the truth in love
• The truth can be obscured by loveless words and loveless actions. 

ii. People look more like Jesus
• “Christian” was a term coined to mean “little Christ.” We should 

remind people of Christ himself. 

iii. Everyone realized their place in the body
• A mature church is a community where every single person is 

helping. 

How can I help someone follow Jesus today?

How can we help people follow Jesus?

1. We need a family

The church is an extended Spiritual family

Psalm 68:6

2. We need models

People learn best through observation and imitation 

3. We need resources

We share everything we have with one another - time, talent, treasure

1 Timothy 6:17-19, 1 Corinthians 12:&

Conclusion:
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Connect Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. Have you ever participated in a community garden? Whats the 
difference between a community garden and a grocery store? Do 
you think people treat church more like a community garden or a 
grocery store? How can the church become more like a community 
garden?

2. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

Discussion:

1. Read Ephesians 4:11-16. This passage mentions 5 kinds of leaders, 
but the point of the passage isn’t what the leaders are supposed to 
its; it’s what the rest of the church is supposed to do. What do you 
notice? What is the job of church leadership? And what is the job of 
the rest of the church?

2. People often learn best through observation and imitation. Is there 
someone in your life who was a good model for you in how to follow 
Jesus? Who? What made them a good model? Who’s watching you 
as you follow Jesus? How can you make sure you’re modelling well?

3. This week’s sermon focussed on the topic of helping each other. 
Why do Christians need help following Jesus? Why do you need 
help? Do you think you’re getting the help you need? Why or why 
not? In what ways do you think you can help others? Are you making 
the most of your gifts and resources to help others?  

Practice: 

1. This week make it a habit to spend 1 or 2 minutes a day asking 
yourself this question: How can I help someone follow Jesus today?

2. Is there something you Connect Group can do to help someone 
follow Jesus? Something you can do for one another? Or with one 
another?

Pray:
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