
Sermon Notes 

Ephesians 3:1-13 – The Mystery Revealed 
Ray Souza - 9-25-22 

 
 

Recap from Ephesians 2:11-22 
▪ We learned how Jews and Gentiles were reconciled, brought near through 

Jesus Christ. 
▪ We (the gentiles) were the uncircumcised, separated from Christ, excluded 

from citizenship in Israel,  foreigners to the covenants of the promise,  
without hope and without God in the world.   

▪ But Now we have access to the Father by one Spirit, we are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, we are citizens with God’s people and member of 
his household. We are now being built together to become a dwelling in 
which God lives by his Spirit.  

 
“What matters supremely… is not… the fact that I know God, but the larger fact 
which underlies it – the fact that He knows me.” – J.I. Packer  
 
 
Ephesians 3 – Paul continues to talk about God’s Marvelous plan for the gentiles.  

• God had and still has a marvelous plan for those who are far, without 
hope, to bring them near. 

• God’s plan for your life is 1000 times better than they best plan that you 
can come up with. 

 

• Ephesians 3:1 - I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ for the benefit of you gentiles.. (a 
parenthesis is open here that goes from V.2 to V.13). In this parenthesis, Paul, 
who was in Rome and imprisoned under house arrest, for Christ and the sake of 
the believers, the very people that he was persecuting, and killing in God’s 
name.  What a turn! Don’t you love the fact that God has a way of changing even 
the hardest person.  
 

• Ephesians 3:2 - God gave Paul the special responsibility or call to extend his 
grace to the Gentiles, and he was not disobedient to that call. Grace is already 
good, extended grace is even better. Through the cross we can all experience 
the amazing grace and love of God through his son Jesus Christ, but through the 



“extended grace” we can experience reconciliation with each other, unity with 
one another. 

 

• Ephesians 3:6 - And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the 
Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. 

 
- We are co-heirs, sons and daughters of God the father, we inherit 

together in the promises of Christ Jesus. 
- We are co-members, belonging to the same body of Christ. We are united 

in Jesus Christ. 
- We are co-sharers of the promised Holy Spirit.  
- We are together, together and together! That is the message here. 
- Unity is so powerful and so important in the Church. The devil will do 

anything to disrupt our unity. But we are called to fight for the unity of 
the Spirit and faith.  

- Ephesians 4:3 – “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace.”  

 

• Ephesians 3:7 – By God’s grace and mighty power, Paul was given the privilege 
of serving him by spreading this Good News.  
 

• Ephesians 3:8 – Paul, the least deserving of all God’s people. Do you know that 
the name Paul (Paulus) means “little” in Latin. Maybe Paul understood that 
when in Acts 13:9 his name was change from Saul to Paul (little). Paul had no 
special claim in God’s wealth, he knew he was a beggar and a blind in need of 
God’s grace. Paul also called himself the “chief of sinners” (1 Tim.1:15).  

 

• Warren Wiersbe said: “Understanding the deep truth of God’s Word does not 
give a man a big head; but it gives him a broken and contrite heart.” 

 

• Ephesians 3:8 - God graciously gave to Paul, the privilege of telling the Gentiles 
about the “endless treasure available to them in Christ”. The boundless riches 
of Christ, the inexhaustible riches and generosity of Christ, the unsearchable, 
exceeding, unfathomable riches of Christ. Think about that: There is a treasure 
available to us in Christ. It is a treasure like no other, its priceless, life changing, 
course turning. That is why Paul said in Philippians 3:10 – “…that I may know 
Him…!”  The reason many churches are weak and ineffective is because they do 



not understand what they have in Christ. Let’s not be that Church or those 
Christians! 

 

• V.9-11 – I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the 
Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. God’s purpose in all 
this was to use the church to display the manifold wisdom to all the unseen 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was his eternal plan, which he 
carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

• God is using his church to educate the unseen world, the angelic beings created 
by him, both good and evil. And this can be another teaching for another day.  

 

• V.12 – Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and 
confidently into God’s presence. We can now approach God in Freedom and 
confidence. What a blessing! What a marvelous work!  

 

• When we understand this truth, it gives us great confidence and faith. Not only 
on Sunday’s but on the tough days that comes ahead when no one is expecting. 
Faith and confidence when facing the evil and unfair circumstances in this world. 

   

• When we understand these truths, we practice Hebrews 4:16 – “So let us come 
boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we 
will find grace to help us when we need it most.”  
 

 
 
 


