
 Harvest Thanksgiving 2022 
“Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.” 

(Psalm 103.2)  

Near the middle of June – better late than never – Gregory and I 

broke up some ground in Wickham, to plant a vegetable garden. 

The tiller, of course, made quick work of the sod, but we still 

needed a pick and shovel to loosen and dig out the rocks. It was a 

slow process of going over the plot with the tiller, picking rocks, 

and repeating. Then, we added some compost and manure, and 

tilled them into the soil.  

A week later, Carolyn and I returned to plant potatoes and squash – not favourites of the deer that come 

through the yard. After hoeing up six rows, we got to work, carefully placing and spacing the seeds. When 

we finished, our legs and backs were sore, and our hands were caked with dirt, but we were happy to have 

been able to get it done. The next morning, the sun shine illuminated the dew-laden grass and there was even 

something beautiful about the dark earth, lying resplendent in its rows. 

On our next visit, we were eager to see if the seeds had sprouted. There they were: tender green shoots that 

had split the dirt above them and emerged into their new world. As the weeks went on, they grew tall and 

strong, able to withstand the heat of the blazing sun. In a week it will be 90 days since we planted the seeds, 

so we plan to dig some potatoes for Thanksgiving dinner.  

In reflecting upon the whole process, from breaking ground to harvesting, I am reminded of the effort 

involved in being good soil.  Jesus said, “The good soil are those who hearing the Word, hold it fast in an 

honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” (St. Luke 8.15) Holding the Word fast in an honest and 

good heart so that it can bear fruit. That’s a challenge in today’s fast-paced world as it becomes increasingly 

secular. And yet, the Church has received the Holy Spirit Himself to help us keep that life-giving Word. 

With Him and in Him, we have the Bible, the Prayer Book, the Holy Communion, and the fellowship of 

other Christians.   

Harvest Thanksgiving has a deep, spiritual part to it. The Lord Jesus likened the gathering-in of fruits and 

vegetables to the harvesting of souls. “Lift up your eyes and see that the fields are white for harvest,” He 

said. Planting seeds is an act of faith, and at harvest-time we are reminded of God’s faithfulness. 

With this Harvest Thanksgiving message, I would like to add these three announcements: 

1. We welcome the Rev. Rick Cunningham, his wife, Gen, and their children, Lily and Noah and look 

forward to having them with us at St. George’s. 

2. Dr. John Stackhouse, a well-known author, Crandall University professor and internationally-acclaimed 

New Testament scholar will be our guest Preacher over six Sundays (October 16, 23, 30 and November 6, 

13, 20), with: ‘Good, hard choices: following Jesus in Canada today’. An adult Sunday School class entitled 

‘Whatever happened to Christian Canada?’ will be held on these Sundays from 9:15 to 9:45am.      

3. The Moncton Anglican Churches are set to do some things together this Fall. A list of activities follows 

on the back of this page. Please join in as you are able; and please pray for our ministry together. 

Thank you for your fellowship. May the Lord help us to keep His Word with an honest and good heart.   

 

 

Chris VanBuskirk  + 



 
The following activities and events are open to everyone, except the Greater Chapter 

Meeting. It is reserved for those who have been elected to attend. 

  
Bible Study Tuesdays at St. Mary’s Hillsborough at 10:00am - on-going  
 
Bible Study Thursdays at St. Andrew’s at 1:00pm - on-going 
 
Gospel-based discipleship Bible Study Mondays at St. George’s at 7:00pm  
  September 26, October 3, 10, 17, 24 
 
The Deanery ACW Annual Meeting at St. James at 10:00am Wednesday, October 12 
 
The Medley Lecture at St. George’s at 7:00pm Wednesday, October 12 
 
Sunday Afternoon Outbound - walking in nature, eating together, worshipping God  
Sunday, October 16 and Sunday, November 6 -call 855-5209 for times and locations 
  
The Greater Chapter Meeting Wednesday, October 19 at St. James at 6:30pm 
 
Bowling and Barbecue Saturday, October 29, from 1:00 to 3:00pm at Fairlanes 
 Barbecue to follow at Centennial Park with rain location at St. James 
 
Gospel-based discipleship Bible Study Wednesdays at St. James at 6:30pm  
  November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, December 7 
 
Grief Share Mondays at St. George’s at 7:00pm  
  November 14, 21, 28, December. 5, 12 
 
The Deanery Service of Advent Carols and Lessons Sunday, November 27, at St. 

George’s - Reception and Craft for Advent to follow  


