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“But God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

In last week’s Epistle, we heard about the Church in Galatia, an area that is now 

part of modern day Turkey. The Church in Galatia was struggling under a group 

called ‘the Judaizers’. These were a sect of Jewish Christians who insisted that in 

order to be a Christian a person must first keep the Jewish Law.  

What that meant is basically that people still had to earn their salvation. They had 

to work to get into God’s good books. This, of course, disregarded the Sacrifice of 

the Lord Jesus, saying that something else was needed for salvation.  Essentially, 

the Judaizers were insisting that there could be no forgiveness, no freedom and 

no peace without adherence to the Law of Moses, including the rite of 

circumcision. 

This morning, we pick up Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians again. This time we read 

the closing verses which Paul wrote himself. He had dictated the previous 

sections of the letter to a scribe, but for this last part he took the pen himself. “Ye 

see with what large letters I write unto you with my own hand,” he said. In other 

words, this large writing is mine, from my own hand. 

Then St. Paul gets to the point: “As many as desire to make a fair show in the 

flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised”. He was speaking, of course, about 

the Judaizers and the pressure they were putting on the Congregation. Then he 

said, “They are doing this because they want to avoid suffering for the cross of 

Christ.” 

Let’s pause here for a minute. The underlying issue that St. Paul is addressing is 

fear. The Judaizers, it seems, were afraid of being persecuted by other influential 

Jews. Maybe they were afraid of losing favour; maybe they had financial ties to 

these powerful men. Maybe a business connection. Whatever the case, the 

Judaizers wanted to earn some brownie points with those over them, by getting 

some Gentiles circumcised. And the Gentiles they were pursuing belonged to the 

Congregation in Galatia.  



This kind of intimidation – some would even say manipulation – is something we 

can all relate to. As Christians, we often feel pressure to give in and take an easier 

route. We have many voices speaking to us with their interpretation of the 

Christian way. For example, we may believe that going to Church every Sunday to 

hear God’s Word and to receive the Holy Communion is absolutely essential as a 

Christian. But our family or friends do not think the same, and they often 

schedule a pot-luck Sunday brunch that begins while Church is still on. And each 

time, they call to remind us how they hope we will be there. 

It is impossible to please everyone; and, in trying, we experience a certain level of 

fear. The fear of disappointing other people; the fear of not being right; the fear 

of not having enough; the fear of being considered incompetent or ‘less than’; the 

fear of being rejected – of not belonging to the group. The Judaizers, who felt this 

fear themselves, were now placing it on the Galatian Christians.    

St. Paul recognized that and exposed it. He said, “Even those who are circumcised 

do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that 

they boast in your flesh”. As one commentator explains, “The real motive of these 

Judaistic zealots is selfish pride. They want to boast of the fact that they have 

brought Gentiles…to the point of circumcision. They want this simply to flatter 

their own chauvinistic legalism….That these circumcised Gentiles would also want 

to be Christians does not matter. By their circumcision they would have knuckled 

under to Judaism.” (Herman Ridderbos) 

There is an important connection here for us: as our culture becomes more and 

more secular, we will be pressured to let go of things that are sacred, life-giving 

and specifically ‘Christian’. And, the temptation to do so will involve doubt. 

“Maybe this is not essential for me to believe and to do,” we will say to ourselves. 

“Maybe going to Church on Sunday is passe afterall”. “Maybe the grass is greener 

on the other side of the fence”. We want to experience life and belonging. We 

want to be happy! And, in a moment of weakness, we let go of what is true and 

holy and everlasting, in exchange for something that is false and empty – 

something made of plastic, not silver. The grass is NOT greener; and real 

happiness does not come from satisfying the desires of the flesh.  

St. Paul is wise to all of this, and so he says, “God forbid that I should glory, save in 

the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 



unto the world.” It is important to note that he names “the world”. Here, Paul is 

talking about the values of the world; its wisdom; its morality. He wants the 

Galatian Church to understand that the promises of the Judaizers are hollow. In 

the end, getting circumcised will not bring happiness. The systems of the world 

cannot deliver it. As Paul puts it: “neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creation”. 

This is where today’s Gospel comes in. It begins with some very familiar words 

from the Lord Jesus: “No man can serve two masters…Ye cannot serve God and 

Mammon. ‘Mammon’ means ‘riches’ or ‘treasure’. You cannot serve God and 

riches. You cannot sit on the fence. Eternal life is not there. It is in found only in 

Christ Jesus Who is risen from the dead. 

Interestingly, Jesus raises the issue of anxiety with the quest for Mammon. 

Whenever I take my eyes of the Lord and get side-tracked with other things, my 

anxiety level increases. Whenever I listen to the Judaizers and think that there is 

another way to find Hope, healing, forgiveness, happiness and Peace, in addition 

to, or aside from, the Lord Jesus Christ, I end up troubling myself. And so the Lord 

says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness.” 

 “Seek the Kingdom of God first,” says St. Paul. Do not let it slide on your list of 

priorities. Do not let your faith in God become one of the things you like to visit 

when you a few minutes. Do not let His holy Word become another book on your 

shelf. Do not let the Body and Blood of Christ become just another meal. For us, 

as Christians – who have been made the children of God – our focus must be 

steadfast and resolute.  

This Word to seek God first makes sense when we believe that He is all-sufficient. 

That’s St. Paul’s point in the Epistle. The world is not sufficient, but Christ is. The 

world cannot offer us mortals hope, but Christ can. The world cannot offer me 

forgiveness and peace with God, but Christ can. And so, he says, “God forbid that I 

should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

It is only through the Cross, where the Lord Jesus took my sins and yours, and the 

sins of the whole world – the whole mess of our fallen humanity, past, present 

and future – and suffered and died and descended to the place of the dead, and 

rose again; it is only there, at the Cross, on which Jesus hung as my Sin-Bearer, 

that I can find purpose and peace. And so Paul says, that’s where I will glory. 



That’s where I have found new life – eternal life. I have not and will not find this 

new life in being circumcised and in keeping the law. I will only find it in Christ. 

In Him, my fears and anxieties are put away. Listen to this words of Jesus: “Be not 

anxious about your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; not yet for your 

body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than 

raiment? Behold the birds of the air; for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 

gather into barns; yet your Heavenly father feedeth them. Are ye not much better 

than they?” There is all the assurance we need. May we believe Him, and trust 

Him, and put all our confidence in Him our only saviour. 

 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost…                    


