
Distraction
Discouragement & Doubt
Work while you wait. Stay in prayer and develop a plan

Sermon Notes, September 25, 2022
Text: Nehemiah 2

Introduction
It can be easy to have vision for our lives, but difficult to wait for it to come to pass. To many of us,
a season of waiting seems more like a waste instead of a time of growth. In week 2 of our series
we'll see that there’s purpose in the process as we continue to unpack the story of Nehemiah and
his example of prayer & planning. Don’t waste the wait!

Q - What do you do when you find yourself on the waiting end of prayers for direction & guidance?
For the fulfillment of dreams & visions you believe God has placed in your heart?

Nehemiah wasn't a pastor, prophet or in any official position of leadership, but he had a passion
that something needed to be done and someone needed to do it - so he got on his knees in prayer.

Nehemiah didn't only pray for a miracle, he prayed for an opportunity. (1:10)

 Nehemiah's burden wasn't merely for broken walls, but broken people.

"Do you and Jesus cry about the same things?" - Matthew 9:36, Luke 19:41,42

God's calling is often followed by a period of waiting: there is purpose in the process - clarity.

Don't waste the wait: 

"A VISION is when the difference between what IS & what COULD BE 
creates a passion in your heart."

"A PLAN is the bridge between your BURDEN & your VISION."
 

"A vision without a plan is a fantasy."
 

3 Things That Make a Good Plan - Jon Gordon
1) Make it simple & clear
2) Guide people through the process
3) Give people confidence to buy into the plan

Q - WHAT IS IT THAT YOU WANT?

 

BRICKxBRICK: "It's Worth the Wait!" -  Pastor Jeremy Bates



Life Group Discussion

Your Life?
Your Family?
Your Business?
Your Church?
Your Community?

Warm-Up: 
What food item would you willing wait an hour in line for? If not food, what else would make the
wait worth it for you?
What's the most disappointing thing you've waited in line for?

Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What
questions do you have? 

2) Read Nehemiah 2:1-11 together.

3) There is often a waiting period between when we sense a calling, a burden, towards
something and the opportunity God provides to do something about it. 4 months for Nehemiah,
40 years for Moses, 30 years for Jesus, 22 years for David - Pastor Jeremy said there's
"purpose in the process" - what have you found God develops clarity  around our calling in
these waiting periods? 

4) Nehemiah's burden was for more than brick and mortar, more than broken walls. 
Read Matthew 9:36, Luke 19:41,42 and discuss the challenging question, "Do you and Jesus
cry over the same things?" 

5) "Don't waste the wait." How do distraction & discouragement deviate us from our calling?

6) Do you have a vision, big or small, for:

If so, do you have any plans yet to see that vision fulfilled? If not, make it a priority to pray
about it over the next month, asking God for a plan for your vision. 

7) While we've been talking about vision & plans for specific needs and areas of our lives,
scripture reminds us that we are actually in a waiting period for something much greater. 
Read 2 Peter 3 together and discuss how you see this playing out in your life and what
encouragement you can draw from it that 'it's worth the wait!" 

Prayer: 
God has positioned you and our church to "build lives of faith and a city of hope" brick 
by brick. Pray, like Nehemiah did, for opportunity & favour to see the vision of God for 
your life, our church and our community come to pass. 


