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We Love Because God First Loved Us  
1 John 4:7-19 
“Dearly beloved, we are gathered here today in the 
sight of God…”

Footy season is over, and the season of love is here!  
Well, that’s the way it seems to me.

Let me tell you why I think it’s a season of love: 

• Dylan & Jess were married here last Thursday, and 
what a joy to celebrate them!  

• I conducted a wedding in Port Douglas just over two 
weeks ago for a young couple whom we know as a family from our days in Sydney, 15 years or 
so years ago.

• Connor & Tyla were married in July. 

• Steph and Henri’s wedding is coming up.  

• The respect from millions of people in these recent times for Queen Elizabeth, shown in public 
outpourings of love.  

Yep, it’s the season of love.

What does God say about love?  What’s God’s love language?

Maybe you’ve heard me talk about this, or maybe you already know about the five love languages as 
identified by the Christian marriage counsellor Gary Chapman in this book of the same name, The 
5 Love Languages.

He names these:

1.Words of affirmation

2.Acts of service

3.Gifts of love

4.Quality time

5.Physical touch.

Hands up if you’re familiar with these?  It’s good to be 
aware of them for all our relationships.  It’s even more important for the sake of the world, though, 
that we are familiar with God’s love language.

Today we’re going to briefly introduce the Greek words for “love” used in the Bible.  Remember 
that the New Testament was written in the Greek of the day, and the Greek-speaking people had 
translated the Old Testament into Greek by the 2nd century BC.   We’re doing a very brief intro 
study of these Greek words in Scripture, all of which are translated as “love” as nouns or verbs in 
the English versions.  But each word means a slightly different kind of love.  Let’s see what we can 
learn… 
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1. Eros: sensual or romantic love — the word coming 
from the mythical Greek god for love called Eros: 
(see Proverbs 5:18-19; Hebrews 13:4; I Corinthians 
7:5; Ecclesiastes 9:9).

2.Philia: 
that deep 
emotional 
bond in 
close 
friendships (my love for Liz Pietsch who was my 
mentor and friend in the faith for example — Romans 
12:10).  Here we highlight the word “Love” at the start 
of the verse.

3. Storge: family love — affectionate love in family,  
like, say, Mary and Martha for Lazarus; and again In 
Romans 12:10.  Here we highlight the word 
translated as “affection” — in Greek it’s made up as 
a combination verb of philia (close friendship) and 
storge (family love).

4.Agape: 
this word 
brings all 
the best of love’s traits together:  God’s immeasurable, 
incomparable love for all people (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9, 
10).  God's agape love is unmerited, gracious, self-
sacrificing, and constantly seeking the benefit of the 
ones He loves.  

Footy season is over, and we may support, and even say we love, different footy teams.  But God 
calls us to go much deeper than a footy season, which we soon forget.  God who made the 
universe calls all people to receive His love… to be actively passive in receiving God’s love (agape).  
In 1 John 4:1, we are called “beloved”, because we are the ones for whom God pours out his love 
and life.  Beloved, let us actively receive God’s love.

And let us also be to be actively active in giving love:

a) Eros: human touch in a hug, a touch of encouragement — very sensitively of course, and being 
safe… for example, asking “may I give you a hug?”

b) Storge: family love as church family, too, as we welcome people new to us: care for each 
other… make the effort to say hello, to introduce ourselves, to welcome — and please 
consider making it a priority on 30 October to join in Reformation Day worship and lunch and 
other activities.

c) Philia: love that we may grow close, say through small groups as mentors and mentees as we 
get to know one another.  My own example in life is being loved in this way in a small group as a 
young parent, and not only growing in my faith and having a life-long friend who showed me this 
love, but it even led to me becoming a pastor.

So let us especially bring the love of God in serving each other.  Listen and see the number of 
times God uses the word “love” in our sermon text today (1 John 4, from verse 7):
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Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; 
if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the 
world.  God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God.  So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, 
because as he is, so are we in this world.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 
in love.  We love because he first loved us.

“Dearly beloved”… that is who you are; who I am and who we are.  Dearly loved ones of God…
loved with the love of sacrifice of doing everything it took God to love us back from the brink of 
eternal death and punishment, to the gift of eternal life and love.

Dearly beloved, love with the love of God in you.  Love one another as Jesus loves you.  And for 
today I’d like to highlight two things:

1. You and I are called by God to live for one another with sacrificial love.  Perfect love drives out 
fear:  in your interactions with others, look at what 
response you may bring by your words and actions.  
Do you bring unnecessary fear if you are aggressive 
and shout and demand?  Or do you (and can you 
learn to) enter those places of fear and difference 
and work through it by bringing and by being God’s 
love?  Do you want to make a difference in life?  
LOVE!  Love with the love of God.

2. And one way we do this today and are called to do 
so every time we’re here (and I mean all of us) is to 
welcome with God’s love.  Welcome one another 
(safely and sensitively) in the faces and names and 
people you know; and recognise that often we have 
visitors, new people to our community.  Can we 
love with God’s love enough to assume that every 
Sunday we are being called to love someone new by 
our welcome?  Reformation Sunday provides an 
opportunity for us to do this as a community re-
forming.  Sunday October 30.  Please mark it in your 
diaries and please plan to come along and help in any way you can to serve with love on this day 
for our community.
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Jesus says in  John 13, “By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love (agape) for one 
another.”

Dearly beloved, we are gathered here to love, to 
receive and to give God’s very best.  Love the love of 
God in Jesus with all your heart, and go and make a 
loving difference in this world.  Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/6HijGw3V3UY
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