
A Story of Contrasts: David, Jesus, and the Value of Women 
 
 

1. I remember seeing a nursery school Bible class. The little ones were 
strapped into their chairs and sang a song as they pat, pat, pat their 
Bibles. It was sweet and innocent. Lovely, even.  

 
2. When most people grow up, they read some sections of their Bibles 

frequently. They believe they “know their Bible” because they know 
core stories, parables, which verses back up some of their 
denomination’s teaching, and they have a general idea of Jesus and 
his life.  
 

3. But…do they know their Bible? Can they see what God has done and 
is doing? (Michigan elders challenged to recite the 10 
Commandments). The Bible is endlessly complex, messy, and 
disturbing. I am always amazed at how we appropriate some of the 
messiest parts of the Bible and make it seem sweet and wonderful.  
 

4. An example of that is Jeremiah 29:11. Jeremiah had a horrible life. 
He didn’t have one good day at work. God tries to reach the remnant 
of Israel through Jeremiah in this letter to those in captivity. He tells 
them to stop listening to false prophets who say that God is just about 
to bring them home. He says to build houses, plant vineyards 
because they were be there 70 years. THEN, God will redeem them. 
Jeremiah, however, was not going to prosper.  

 
5. Not cheery, then. I grew up with stories of David. He was the 

handsome younger son, the slayer of Goliath, the giant, the true king 
of Israel, the mighty one. In my adulthood, I knew the bad stories – or 
some of them, but I minimized them as faults in an otherwise good or 
well meaning man of God. I even used the Bible to back up my take 
on David for it says “David a man after God’s own heart”? 
 

6. If you Google that phrase, you will come up with quite a few websites 
that will give you 10 reasons David was a man after God’s own heart. 
I appreciate their efforts. The fact is, David did a lot of good and was 
key to establishing the Kingdom of Israel. And yet…his kingdom 
didn’t last long. It feel completely apart after the death of his son, 
Solomon. Why? What went wrong?  



 
7. A lot. While David honored God and poured out his heart in the 

Psalms (which served as the songbook for Jesus), he didn’t honor 
women. In fact, his treatment of women was deplorable. Our example 
we will use today is the story of Michal.  
 

8. Michal was the younger daughter of King Saul. While Saul loved and 
hated David on alternate days, the Bible says that Michal loved 
David. The scripture never indicates that David loved Michal. When 
Saul saw this and offered his daughter to David as a bride, David said 
that he was a “poor and lightly esteemed man.” In other words, he 
had no money for a bride.  
 

9. Interesting that some cultures, the bride’s family pays a dowry while, 
in others, man pays for the bride. In both cases, marriage is a 
complex, monetary and treaty event. The needs and emotions of the 
bride (and often the groom) are not mentioned as important.  
 

10. Saul says David can just bring him the body parts of 100 
Philistines as a bridal price (think scalps but…). David brings back 
200…and there was much rejoicing. Think about this: why did those 
men die? Because David wanted to kill them and gain a wife. Can we 
imagine a scenario where this is justified? Would Jesus tell someone 
to do it or would he do it himself?  
 

11. Michal DID love David. When Saul was looking to kill David, 
she sent his messengers the wrong way. She helped David escape. 
She seemed to have his care and safety as her top priority. And yet, 
after his escape, there is no evidence that he ever tried to contact her 
or send for her. In fact…he took other wives. Saul then gives Michal 
to Palti.  
 

12. Palti loved Michal. Later, David becomes king…of Judah. Ish-
bosheth was king of Israel. There was no peace between them. 
Finally, David and Ish-bosheth met to find terms of peace. Ish-
bosheth was Michal’s brother (and son of Saul) so David demanded 
that she be returned to him. He didn’t say it was because he loved 
her but because he paid for her with 200 Philistine body parts.  
 



13. Ish-bosheth sent Michal back to David. Along the way, Palti, her 
husband followed her, crying. David couldn’t have cared less about 
Palti’s pain or Michal’s wishes.  
 

14. Later, when David brings back the Ark of the Covenant, he 
dances in a way that Michal deemed inappropriate and told him so. 
Remember: Michal had never done any harm to David and, in fact, 
had helped him survive, saving his life at least twice. David, 
dismisses her and the Bible says she was cursed by not having 
children the rest of her life. Whether this is because David refused to 
touch her or because God made her barren is unknown. (2 Samuel 
6:16-23) 
 

15. See the contempt? See the complete and utter lack of 
compassion, value, or care for this woman? And that is not the only 
time we find this in the life of David. Far better known is the story of 
Bathsheba which was almost certainly rape. And that led to 
treachery, murder, and treason. Later, when David was old and 
unable to keep warm, they brought a young girl and made her stay in 
his bed to keep him warn. No word is given about the needs, wants or 
experience of that girl.  
 

16. Now…Jesus. He cherished and cared for his mother. He 
showed love to the Samaritan woman, the woman caught in adultery, 
the woman in Luke 7 who couldn’t escape her sexual slavery. He 
spoke openly to women in public, always with respect. When he 
spoke of examples of faith, he almost always referred to women. He 
honored Mary and Martha, and told the crowd that the woman who’d 
had an issue of blood was now under his peace, his protection.  
 

17. Even a casual reading of the Gospels cannot fail but to impress 
upon your mind how many times Jesus went out of his way to speak 
to women, protect them, honor them.  
 

18. And in his kingdom, there is no longer Jew nor Greek, male nor 
female. (Galatians 3:26-28) The prophets declared this as well. Joel’s 
prophecy is quoted in the first gospel sermon found in Acts 2:14-21. 
Notice: TWICE women are mentioned. Philip’s four daughters 
preached with him (Acts 21:9 and well attested by early Christian 
writers).  



 
19. Pendulums swing wide. So do elements in our culture and 

practice. Don’t swing toward disrespect toward women and don’t 
swing toward disrespect for men. Rather, choose the Jesus road. 
Choose to step up and honor women, listen to them, care for and 
about them.  
 

20. Especially now when so many pastors and megachurches are 
collapsing as leaders use their power and position to mistreat women. 
We have a choice to make: take the David road or the Jesus road. I 
think you know which one is the right road.  
 

21. Final thought: David is honored in scripture. I believe he was 
saved. While that shocks us, it should also comfort us for none of us 
are without sin. All of us are a mess. Most of us will never harm 
people as David spent his lifetime doing…but if God’s grace covers 
him, it covers us.  
 

22. So…take the Jesus road…and thank God for grace.  


