
EAST PLAINS UNITED CHURCH
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 25, 2022

Prelude            
We Gather

Opening Hymn    All Things Bright and Beautiful        VU: 291
Territorial Acknowledgment                    Josephine Braun
Land is sacred and holy. Community is sacred and holy. 
Land and community are inextricably linked. We all know 
what it is like to go home, that such an idea is tied to 
place and people. We also know that home can mean 
more than one thing to us, with different feelings attached
to each place that we call home.
This land has been home to Indigenous peoples for 
thousands of years. It is also home to many others, but for 
far less time than that. We live here on land that has been 
home to some for thousands of years and home to others 
for a small fraction of that time. A treaty was signed 
between the ancient dwellers on this land and the more 
recently arrived people. That treaty defines rights and 
responsibilities for all who live here. We give thanks for the 
peaceful sharing of this land, the traditional land of the
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Huron Wendat, and the 
Mississaugas of the Credit. Our gain has come at a great 
cost to these peoples.
We acknowledge that we are treaty people as we live, 
work, play, and worship on this land. 
Today we focus upon Call to Action #4 from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Report of 2015, which states:
We call upon the federal government to enact Aboriginal 
child-welfare legislation that establishes national 
standards for Aboriginal child apprehension and
custody cases and includes principles that:
i. Affirm the right of Aboriginal governments to establish 
and maintain their own child-welfare agencies.
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ii. Require all child-welfare agencies and courts to take the
residential school legacy into account in their decision 
making.
iii. Establish, as an important priority, a requirement that 
placements of Aboriginal children into temporary and 
permanent care be culturally appropriate.
We call upon the federal, provincial, territorial, and 
Aboriginal governments to develop culturally appropriate 
parenting programs for Aboriginal families.

Announcements
Life and Work of East Plains United Church
Minute for Mission                                                 Bill Berry

Words of Welcome                        Reverend Jan

Theme Introduction                        Reverend Jan

Musical interlude                   Tina Oppermann

Lighting of the Christ Candle                        Reverend Jan

Call to Worship                        Reverend Jan

Earth.
The foundation upon which we stand.
Loam.
A place of growth, of nourishment, of life!
Dirt.
A place of work, a place of play----
Earth. Loam. Dirt.
Land.
Sacred. Holy.
Ever strong and ever changing.
Filled with God’s Love.
Come, let us worship the Creator of all.
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Opening Prayer:                                                 Reverend Jan
Turn us into fertile soil,
God of all creation.
Plant in us seeds of faith, of hope, and of wonder,
That will grow into rich harvest.
Help us to know that we and the land are inseparable---
we are one.
One in you.

Amen

Hymn    Called By Earth and Sky (verses 2,3, & 4)     MV: 135

We Listen
A Time For All Ages   Reverend Jan
Prayer for Illumination         Josephine Braun  
Creator God,
Open our spirits to receive the stories of your people.
Open our hearts to notice our own story within them.
Open our minds that we might be transformed as we listen
and receive.

Amen
Hebrew Testament Readings     New Revised Standard Version
Genesis 1: 1-2, 9-13; 24-31

When God began to create[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the 
earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of 
the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the face of the 
waters.
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it 
was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 
was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought 
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A+1-2%3B+9-13%3B+24-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-2b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A+1-2%3B+9-13%3B+24-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1a
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every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it 
was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the third day.
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of 
every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind 
and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans[a] in our image, 
according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle 
and over all the wild animals of the earth[b] and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27 So God created humans[c] in his image,
    in the image of God he created them;[d]

    male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, 
I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face
of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Gospel Reading          New Revised Standard Version
Matthew 13: 1-9
The Parable of the Sower
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside 
the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got 
into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
 much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A+1-2%3B+9-13%3B+24-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-27d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A+1-2%3B+9-13%3B+24-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-27c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A+1-2%3B+9-13%3B+24-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26b
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of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds 
fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears,[a] hear!”

God’s Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Herein 
is Wisdom. Thanks be to God.    

Amen        

Gift of Music

Message                          Soil of God   Reverend Jan

Hymn       When Seed Falls On Good Soil                    VU: 503

We Respond

Invitation to the Offering
Doxology              For the Gift of Creation                VU: 538      

Offering Prayer
God, you have overwhelmed us with your gifts of creation; 
Accept in return, we pray,
These gifts from the fruit of your abundance.
We pray that our gifts will be useful in the preservation
and the mending of your world,
and all those who inhabit it.

Amen
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen

Closing Hymn       Soil of God, You and I                MV: 174

We Leave to Serve

Commissioning 

Extinguishing the Christ Candle

Benediction

Three-fold Amen 

Postlude                S. Vacca

Worship Resources: Gathering Magazine Pentecost 2, 2016 (Year C) 
(pages 28, 33); Gathering Magazine Pentecost 2, 2022, Year C (page 
12, 25-30); Seasons of the Spirit Worship Resource (page 44).
Used with Permission.
Acknowledgments: Our hymn use is with permission through our licence with CCLI. 

Vision for Becoming Affirming
As a community of faith on a path to becoming an Affirming 
Ministry, we seek to better understand and celebrate the 
diversity of God‘s creation. We celebrate the richness of our 
community when we have diversity in age, ability, gender  
identity, racial/cultural backgrounds, economics, class, sexual 
orientation, and family configurations. We seek to create a 
brave space with an open invitation to bring every aspect of 
your whole self into your participation within the East Plains 
United Church faith community.

-6-

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen

Closing Hymn       Soil of God, You and I                MV: 174

We Leave to Serve

Commissioning 

Extinguishing the Christ Candle

Benediction

Three-fold Amen 

Postlude                S. Vacca

Worship Resources: Gathering Magazine Pentecost 2, 2016 (Year C) 
(pages 28, 33); Gathering Magazine Pentecost 2, 2022, Year C (page 
12, 25-30); Seasons of the Spirit Worship Resource (page 44).
Used with Permission.
Acknowledgments: Our hymn use is with permission through our licence with CCLI. 

Vision for Becoming Affirming
As a community of faith on a path to becoming an Affirming 
Ministry, we seek to better understand and celebrate the 
diversity of God‘s creation. We celebrate the richness of our 
community when we have diversity in age, ability, gender  
identity, racial/cultural backgrounds, economics, class, sexual 
orientation, and family configurations. We seek to create a 
brave space with an open invitation to bring every aspect of 
your whole self into your participation within the East Plains 
United Church faith community.



-7-

ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Ontario Guideline for COVID-19—“People in Ontario who 
test positive for COVID-19 no longer have to isolate for five 
days.  …………People should stay home until their fever clears 
and their symptoms have improved for at least 24 hours 
………..those who have COVID-19 should wear a mask “in any 
setting” for 10 full days from the start of their symptoms, even if 
they feel better.” 

Official Board Meeting—Tues, Sept. 27 at 7:00 pm on Zoom

Wider Work Committee—The Wider Work Committee will 
meet on Wednesday September 28.
The meeting will be on Zoom at 7 pm with the link and 
phone numbers to be provided later.

Men’s Coffee—Join on Zoom Mondays at 9 am: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85405381593?pwd=T3RuNkl4bm9jc0wrU3NmRzdhbFNmUT09

Meeting ID: 854 0538 1593   Passcode: 737756

Ladies Workshop—Wednesdays at 10:00 am in the Choir 
Room. Newcomers are always welcome! Bring your 
paper bag lunch; coffee provided.

The 21st Annual Mahatma Gandhi Lecture on
Nonviolence

Centre for Peace Studies and Global Peace and Social
Justice Program

Present Dr. Mustafa Santiago Ali
Climate Justice

Thurs, Sept. 29 from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
McMaster University

See flyer in the Gathering Place for more information
This Lecture is free and open to the public.
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