Spiritual Gardening!
James 1:19-21

James has explained God’s purpose for testing (trials/ temptations). Now his focus is on the importance of God’s Word (truth) in the believer’s life. He carefully explains how to “receive” the Word into the soil of our hearts. 
I.
The Gardener - (Our Reaction) (v.19): 
A. Quick to Listen -
B. Slow to Speak - 
II.  The Soil - (Our Emotions) (v.19-20): 
A. Slow to Anger -
B. Anger & Righteous Life -
III.
 The Weeds/Thistles (Our Environment) (v.21):
A. Moral Filth -
B. Prevalent Evil -
IV.  The Seed (Our Will) (v.21):
A. Humility (Needfulness) -
B. Redemption (Progressive) -
As we are walking in a vital trust relationship with Christ, we begin to understand the crucial importance of truth (The Word). James explains just how critical it is that we receive this truth carefully so that it will produce spiritual fruit! 

Going Deeper:
1. What are some of the incredible benefits we receive from God’s Word? Why is it so crucial to our lives and our spiritual well-being?  
2. Have you ever “received” the truth of God’s Word in a way that it did not bear fruit? What were the reasons for the truth not being productive? 
3. What are some of the ways we can get God’s Truth into our hearts and minds? Do you have a preferred way that you use which works best for you? 
4. What is the best way to “weed” the garden of your heart in preparation for receiving the seed of God’s Word? Do you do this before you read?
5. Why do you think James stresses paying attention to our emotions as we take in truth? Can our emotional state affect our understanding or obedience?  
6. Personal: Do you realize just how important it is that you prepare our hearts and minds regularly as you read and take in God’s truth?
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. Have you ever helped your Mom and Dad in the garden? If you have, did you have fun? 
2. Do you think God can speak to us when we read His Word? What would He say? 
3. James compares the Word of God (Bible) to seed planted in our hearts? Could you ask your parents why he does that? 
Questions to Ask in Making a Choice:

· Will it hinder my walk with Christ?

· Does it violate the teaching of God’s Word?

· Does it have the potential to master me?

· Will it damage my Christian witness?

· Does it waste too much time or money?
