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Ephesians 1:15-23      Paul’s Prayer for the Church 
 

Paul is saying to the Ephesian Church, “I love you! I’m proud of you! I’m praying for you.” 
 

God’s Spirit > Know Him 
▪ This is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent. – John 17:3 
▪ “The gospel is about knowing and being known, not about doing and 

getting done.” 
 
“What matters supremely… is not… the fact that I know God, but the larger fact 
which underlies it – the fact that He knows me.” – J.I. Packer  
 
 
God’s Spirit  >  Know Him 
 

Hope  Riches Power 
 
HOPE to which he has called you… (vs. 18) 

▪ Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.  – 1 Peter 1:3 

▪ Hope is everything! Without hope, all is lost. 
o Because of Christ, we have gone from a “hopeless end” to an “endless 

hope.” – Nicky Gumbel 
 
“In Christ, our worth is not in our past, but in our future.” – James M. Boice 
 

 
RICHES 

Benefits of adoption… 
    Acceptance   Assurance    Joy   Identity   Peace   Provision    Protection  



Every Spiritual Blessing (from Ephesians 1) 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. – Ephesians 1:3 
 

In Christ, you have been… 
1. Empowered   5. Forgiven 
2. Chosen  6. Provided for 
3. Loved   7. Protected 
4. Purchased 
                                         …”to the praise of His glory!” 

 

POWER Ephesians 1:19b - 21 
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far 
above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is 
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 
 
CHRIST  Ephesians 1:22-23 
22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 
 
THE CHURCH 
 

▪ The Message (paraphrase)… At the center of all this, Christ rules the church. 
The church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to 
the church. The church is Christ’s body, in which he speaks and acts, by 
which he fills everything with his presence. 

 
“The Church is to be a transforming power in the world, not by weapons, force, 
marches, protests, or politics, but by transformed lives.” – James M. Boice 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It all comes back to… Knowing and Being Known by Jesus Christ 
 
In Christ, we can know God and be known by God. And in knowing God, we 
have a living hope, immeasurable riches, and transforming power. 


