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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson 27 

Chapter 20 

 

• As we continue our study of Revelation, we find that we have reached the end of that 7 year 

period of turmoil, known as the Great Tribulation and are about to embark upon the 

judgments that await those who have rejected Christ as Savior and Lord 

• We have come to a tremendously important chapter of the book of Revelation, for the way in 

which you understand and interpret this chapter effects a great deal of the rest of the book 

• The major portion of this chapter focuses on what is commonly referred to as the “millennial 

reign” 

• The “millennial reign” is a period of 1,000 years where Jesus establishes His kingdom upon 

the earth 

• This is not the “new Jerusalem” (or better stated, the establishment of heaven on earth, for 

that comes in chp. 21) 

• The millennial reign is important for we believe that it is during this time that so very many 

of the Old Testament prophecies will be literally fulfilled 

• For example . . .Jeremiah 23:5-6 

• Your understanding of this chapter is based very heavily upon how you interpret the 

millennium 

• I believe that this is a very straightforward and clearly stated chapter, however this chapter 

causes much difficulty for those who choose to interpret the material differently 

• In reference to the millennial reign, there are 3 major interpretations, your view of the rapture 

is influenced by your view of the millennium 

• In Chapter 20, John doesn’t use the word/term rapture, but rather “resurrection” 

• v. 6, tells us of the “first resurrection” and the “second death” 

• What does John mean by each of these terms? 

• The definition of these terms is determined by the mode of interpretation you choose to 

follow concerning the rapture and the millennium  

• We examined the 3 major views during our 1st lesson on Revelation, let’s review them 

quickly . . . 

• Premillennial – those that hold his view believe that the rapture will take place before the 

millennial reign 

o Premillennialists believe that the 1,000 year period is a literal future reign of peace and 

righteousness on the earth  

o Most premillennialists believe that sin and Satan will grow in their influence in the world, 

God will rapture the church, the Great Tribulation will occur and THEN the 1,000 year 

reign of peace and righteousness will take place 

o This is the interpretive view that I hold, and it has been from the perspective that I have 

been teaching through the book of Revelation 

o Therefore, the “first resurrection” is a reference to the rapture 

▪ Rapture means to call out and take away, the rapture is the removal of the church 

from the world  

o I Thessalonians 4:13-18 (TURN and READ) 
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o 2 groups will be called out/up during the rapture 

o “the dead in Christ” – Christians who experience physical death will be gloriously 

resurrected as Jesus was resurrected.  Their spirits, having already departed to heaven, 

will be joined by their bodies during the rapture (the body will be glorified at that time) 

o “those (in Christ) who are alive and remain” – Christians who are still alive at the time of 

the rapture will NOT experience physical death, but will be translated and transported to 

heaven much as Elijah was in the Old Testament, and as Jesus was at His ascension 

o And the “second death” is a reference to the great judgement of those who will NOT be 

part of the rapture 

o Those who reject Jesus during this life will experience physical death and spiritual death 

o The spiritual death will become eternal condemnation at the time of the “second death” 

• Ammillennial- those that hold this view simply reject the idea of a literal millennial reign of  

Christ upon the earth (aka nonmillennial) 

o Amillennialts tend to look at chapter 20 as symbolizing something, but not as a literal 

1,000 year event  

o Amillennialists believe that the 1st resurrection is a spiritual event, and that the 2nd 

resurrection occurs at the time of the rapture 

o Augustine taught this view in his book, “The City of God” 

• Postmillennial- those that hold this view believe that the millennium will be completed when 

the rapture takes place 

o Postmillennialists believe that peace and righteousness will spread over the earth and that 

the culmination of that period of time will be the rapture 

o Some Postmillennialists believe that we are living in the millennium right now 

o Therefore the rapture will not take place until after the millennial reign 

o The idea is that the church will be taken up to heaven and immediately come back down 

to earth with Jesus as He establishes the new Jerusalem (heaven on earth) 

o The first resurrection and the 2nd death will be simultaneous 

o Many postmillenialists consider the millennium to be a literal 1,000 years, but others 

believe that the millennium may be a period of millions of years 

• “Why” spend all this time talking about interpretive views of the millennium and the rapture?   

• Because you need to know what/how you believe before you read 20:1 

 

1) vs. 1-3 tell us of the imprisonment of Satan, depending upon your interpretive view this may 

be a literal or a symbolic event  

a) Depending on your interpretive view, this event may take place at the beginning or at the 

end of the millennium  

b) Premillennialists believe that this is a literal event that takes place prior to the millennium 

2) v. 1 tells us it is an “angel” that holds the “key to the bottomless pit” 

a) Some scholars believe this “angel” is Christ Jesus, I believe that this is just another one of 

the great and mighty angels that we have already seen in the book of Revelation, whom 

God has set aside for such a time as this 

b) Remember, the “bottomless pit” is a reference to the “holding cell” in Hell for Satan 

c) This is NOT the same as the “lake of fire” 19:20, where the Antichrist and the False 

Prophet will be banished to.  Satan will not be cast into the “lake of fire” until v. 10 (after 

the millennium) 

d) If you and I will interpret this passage literally, it will make much more sense  
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e) Many people struggle with these verses when they try to interpret them symbolically, for 

nobody knows exactly what the symbols mean 

f) For example:  there’s a lot of controversy over the “chain” that the angel will use to bind 

Satan 

g) Some scholars believe that the chain is the archeological support of the Bible that has 

been discovered over the last 200 years 

h) Others claim that the chain cannot be physical for Satan is not a physical being 

i) We could go on and on . . . but let me remind you that the Bible says the angel will use a 

chain!   

j) The idea is that Satan will be bound, restrained, and unable to affect the rule/reign of 

Christ Jesus and His saints during that blessed millennium! 

3) v. 2, Satan is bound for a period of 1,000 years, it is during this time that the millennial reign 

of Christ Jesus takes place 

a) For premillennialists, Satan will be bound in the future, before the millennium begins 

b) For Amillennialists, Satan must be bound during the present age (Ha!) 

c) For postmillennialists, Satan must be bound after the millennium is completed 

4) v. 3, the angel casts Satan into the pit and places a “seal on him” 

a) What’s the purpose of this seal? 

1) “so that he (Satan) should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were 

finished.  But after these things he must be released for a little while.” 

5) v. 4-6 give us limited details of what will take place during the millennium 

a) If you want to have a clearer picture of the activities of the millennium, just look at the 

Old Testament prophecies of  Hosea, Amos, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, . . . 

b) Nearly all of the OT prophets foresaw a glimpse of the millennial reign! 

c) v. 4 tells us of those who will rule/reign with Christ during the millennium, and John 

describes them in 2 ways 

1) “they sat upon them (thrones) and judgement was committed to them” 

(1) “they” are the 24 elders, representing the saints of the Old Testament and the New 

Testament combined 

2) “souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness of Jesus who had not 

worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their hands” 

3) This group is comprised of those who lost their lives during the Great Tribulation 

because of their faith in Christ and their refusal to worship the Antichrist 

4) Therefore, the millennial reign will involve all God’s children throughout the course 

of time! 

5) Will YOU be there?  Will your spouse be there?  Will your children, parents, friends 

and neighbors be there? 

d) v. 5 tells us that these are all part of the 1st resurrection 

1) Remember, the 1st resurrection takes place at the rapture 

2) Those who miss the rapture will miss the millennial reign! 

3) Why?  Because they are physically and spiritually dead!  

4) Those who will miss the 1st resurrection are those who have rejected Christ as Savior 

and Lord.  There is a resurrection coming for them, but it’s referred to as the “second 

death” and it will NOT be a time of joy but a time of weeping and gnashing of teeth 
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e) v. 6 tells us that it is indeed a blessed thing to be part of the 1st resurrection, for, “over 

such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 

shall reign with Him a thousand years.” 

1) The second death refers to the great judgement that awaits all those who reject Jesus 

as Savior and Lord! (we’ll see this in 20:11-15) 

6) v. 7, at the end of the Millennial reign, Satan is released from the bottomless pit 

a) Many people ask, “Why will Satan be released?  Robert Govett gives us 4 reasons why 

Satan must be loosed from the pit 

1) To demonstrate that man even under the most favorable circumstances will fall into 

sin if left to his own choice 

2) To demonstrate the foreknowledge of God who foretells the acts of men as well as 

His own acts 

3) To demonstrate the incurable wickedness of Satan 

4) To justify eternal punishment, that is, to show the unchanged character of wicked 

people even under divine jurisdiction for a long period of time 

b) Who will be the people who will choose to follow Satan after having been in the presence 

of Christ for 1,000 years? 

c) Can those who have been saved on earth lose their salvation after the millennial reign? 

d) No, those who will follow Satan in that day are not some group of wayward saints who 

renounce their faith  

e) We don’t know for sure, but scholars speculate that it will be the children, grandchildren, 

etc. of those saints who came through the Great Tribulation and enter into the Millennium 

still in a physical state 

f) Remember, the 144,000 will meet Jesus here on earth, and they will still be in a physical 

state.  Walvoord believes that a limited number of saints will still remain in the end as 

well, and it will be the descendents of these who will choose to follow Satan at the end of 

the millennium. 

g) These descendants will have lived in a world without Satanic influence, and without the 

necessity of making a profession of faith 

h) Yet, when Satan is loosed, it will be their moment of decision, and sadly, many will 

choose to follow Satan 

i) Walvoord says, “Thus ends also the false theory that man under perfect environment will 

willingly serve the God who created and redeemed Him.  Even in the ideal situation of 

the millennial reign of Christ; innumerable hosts immediately respond to the first 

temptation to rebel.  This is the end of the road for the nations who rebel against God as 

well as the end of the road for Satan.”  (Walvoord, p. 304) 

7) v. 8, Satan will go across the earth seeking to once again deceive men in to rejecting Jesus 

a) Having found multitudes who have never been exposed to sin before, Satan will tempt 

and deceive many into follow him 

b) There are 2 nations that will follow Satan, Gog and Magog 

c) We first learn of God and Magog in Ezekiel, and they were rulers and nations located 

North of Israel 

d) Walvoord says the battle of Gog and Magog is like saying that Satan will experience his 

Waterloo, a battle that paints a picture in our minds the way Gog and Magog would have 

painted a picture in the minds of the original readers of these passages 
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e) Satan will build an army that will be so large that v. 8 says, “Whose number is as the 

sand in the sea.” 

8) v. 9, this vast army will, “surround the saints and the beloved city” 

a) beloved city = Jerusalem 

b) But this battle is a short one, for the last phrase of v. 9 says, “And fire came down from 

God out of heaven and devoured them (Satan and his followers).” 

9) v. 10, Satan is eternally and permanently judged and cast into the “lake of fire” where the 

Antichrist and the False Prophet will be waiting 

a) When Satan is cast into the “lake of fire” it will be the last we will ever hear from him!!! 

b) Satan’s fate will consist of being, “tormented day and night forever and ever.” 

10) v. 11, our attention is now turned from Hell to Heaven 

a) John sees, “a great white throne” and seated upon this throne is Jesus! 

b) The phrase, “the earth and heaven have fled away” means that the world as we now know 

it has been fully judged and destroyed to make way for the establishment of the new 

Jerusalem and hence, heaven on earth. 

c) All that remains is for the last of God’s original creation to be judged . . . man 

(specifically, unrepentant man!) 

11) v. 12, John tells us that he sees “the dead, small and great, standing before God” 

a) This means EVERYBODY is there!  

b) The fact that they are “standing” means they are about to hear the verdict, receive the 

judgment, and begin the sentence  

c) John then sees several “books” and they are each “opened” 

d) These books contain “their works” 

e) Walvoord says it is interesting to note that the final judgement comes down to works 

f) What have you done to glorify God? 

g) Even Christians will be judged and rewarded based upon their works for Christ 

h) The Judgment Seat of Christ, II Corinthians 5:10-11 tells us that believers will be held 

accountable for what they do for the cause of Christ 

i) There are 42 references in scripture to that tell us man will be judged for his works 

j) But remember, there is another book that determines where you spend eternity 

k) Then John focuses on a specific book, “the Book of Life” 

l) The picture I have in my mind is that God will call the unbelievers together, go over the 

record of their good works, and having found none, will then look to the book of life.  I 

believe that EVERY unbeliever will know that it’s not their works that has condemned 

them to Hell, but the rejection of Jesus as Savior and Lord that convicts and condemns 

them for all eternity. 

12) READ v. 13 

13) v. 14, speaks of the end of “hades” and “death”  

a) “hades” stands for the abode of the dead, it’s a portion of Hell but it’s not the place of 

eternal condemnation, for that place is called the “lake of fire” 

b) Just as Satan is confined to the “pit” for 1,000 years, those who die without Christ go to 

“hades” until the time for the Great White Throne judgement, or 2nd death, takes place 

c) “death” is the actual act of dying.  After the Great White Throne judgement there will be 

no more death/dying.  Only eternal life will exist upon the earth in the new Jerusalem 

d) I Corinthians 15:51-58, is a reference to the rapture 

e) Remember that those who are raptured escape the sting and victory of death and hades! 
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14) v. 15, this is the end of the road for all who reject Jesus as Savior and Lord 

a) There is no annihilation, but only eternal torment as v. 10 says, “day and night, forever 

and ever” 

b) The Lake of Fire is literal, it’s eternal . . . so in the words of the old hymn, “let us not 

grow weary in the work of love, send the light, and send the light!” 

 

 

 

 


