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Sermon for September 18, 2022 - Luke 16:1-13     St. James, St. Mary’s 

 I think it’s safe to say that one of the major preoccupations - and I daresay 

anxieties - of this present age is money, specifically financial security or predictability – 

especially now as we’re emerging from pandemic reality and coming to grips with its 

longer-term impact.  And that’s a little bit complicating, because against that backdrop 

of unstable financial reality and preoccupation, we hear today this peculiar parable 

we’ve come to call the parable of the Dishonest Manager.   And this is a hard one to 

wrap our heads around, isn’t it?  It seems to defy logic….so to really get into it, I think 

we have to set any personal financial anxieties to the side for just a few minutes so 

they don’t get in the way of what this parable might be trying to tell us….because it’s 

not really about money or financial security at all. 

On the face of it, we have a rich man who has entrusted a manager to manage his 

business affairs. The rich man finds out through the community grapevine that the 

manager has been stealing from him – presumably for his own enjoyment. The rich 

man confronts his manager and tells him the jig is up.  The manager panics. He has no 

other job skills and no one else will hire him if he is known within the community to be 

a thief. So he comes up with a plan. He gathers the rich man’s debtors together and 

with a stroke of the pen significantly reduces the amounts that they owe to the rich 

man. And the completely unexpected twist in the story is that instead of seething with 

anger at what we would understand as another betrayal by his manager and the loss 

of the money that is owed to him, the rich man unbelievably congratulates the 

manager for his resourcefulness.   Well, for heaven’s sake…who in their right mind 

would do that? And then to top it all off, Jesus tells the disciples to make friends by 

means of dishonest wealth.  It sounds like an invitation to a pretty unethical life, and a 

teaching we should question, if not avoid altogether…….but it does start to make sense 

when we see the parable in its literary context.   

In Luke’s gospel, the parable immediately preceding this one is the parable we 

know as the Prodigal Son ….the story of the young son who demanded his inheritance 

from his father, squandered it on loose living, and then came crawling back home, 

expecting to be treated like a slave, but who instead was welcomed back by his father 

with joy and forgiveness - with even a fatted calf thrown in to feed the guests at his 

welcome-home party.   When seen side by side, the rich man’s approval of his 

manager’s generosity with his debtors is really no more irrational or incomprehensible 
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than the father’s acceptance and forgiveness of the wayward son.   And if we imagine 

that God is represented in these stories on one hand by the father of the prodigal, and 

on the other by the rich man who doesn’t mind seeing his debtors let off the hook, 

then the point seems to be that the love and mercy and forgiveness of God is actually, 

by human standards, pretty outrageous - bountiful, generous, and without conditions 

attached. 

And as is often the case in these parables, there’s even more good news if we 

dig a little deeper.  If the point is that God’s love and mercy and forgiveness are ours 

with no strings or conditions attached, then it is in a sense dishonest wealth, since we 

have done nothing to earn it, and nothing to deserve it.  It is simply offered to 

everyone by the God of unimaginable and extravagant generosity… and all we have to 

do to receive it is to say “yes”.    

 The way I read it, the example of the manager who recklessly reduces the debts 

owed to his master is echoed by Jesus when he says to make friends by means of 

dishonest wealth. This so-called dishonest wealth that we possess – the love and 

mercy and forgiveness of God – it isn’t ours to keep – it’s ours to give away, with the 

same reckless lack of concern for whether it’s deserved or not….for if we do, God will 

be well pleased, and all the world will know a different kind of wealth, a wealth not 

based on net worth in a financial sense, but simply on personal worth as beloved 

children of God….and this is security indeed. 

For this we give thanks and together say Amen.  
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