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 Welcome to the first Sunday after Labor Day.  It’s the Sunday when most everyone is back from 

vacation.  It’s the Sunday after all schools have started.  It’s the Sunday after our first week into the 

September routine.  In some ways, it’s “back to reality” Sunday.  There’s an excitement that comes with 

the start of something new.  A little sadness because of the end of summer.  Maybe a little fear and 

trepidation as we wonder how this year will go.   

 It’s also an opportunity to think about where we’re at with God.  I wonder where you’re at with 

God today.  Let’s do a little test.  Think back to your life before the pandemic – so February 2020.   Now 

think about your closeness to God at that time.   Which of those three might describe your pre-pandemic 

walk with God?  Were you passionate and Excited; Lukewarm and going through the motions; Cold and 

distant.     Now think about your closeness of God today.  Are you closer to God?  About the same?  

Further from God?     

 The pandemic affected all of us as individuals, families, church and a community.  The isolation 

significantly challenged us.  We were separated from one another.  Seniors in care facilities experienced 

isolation from their families.  Some of our loved ones died in isolation.  We experienced disconnection 

throughout our congregation.  Isolation is hard and demoralizing.  Even before the pandemic, you may 

have heard me say “the enemy loves to isolate us.”  When we’re isolated from one another, we are more 

vulnerable to his schemes, lies and deception.   

So, let’s acknowledge that the pandemic may have affected our walk with God.  It certainly limited 

our participation in communal Christian practices.  Yet some of you may have had your faith 

strengthened.  Others may wonder if you still believe.  Or you have some serious questions about 

Christianity and God.   

 But with that in mind, we’re here now on the Sunday after Labor Day 2022.  The question I have 

for you today is “what are you going to do now when it comes to your relationship with God?”   



Some of you may be eager to take another step.  Some of you are in survival mode and need to take the 

step of letting others know your need.  Some of you might be seriously thinking about letting your 

relationship with God go.  The only reason you’re here today or watching online is because of social or 

family pressure.  But deep down, you’re no longer sure about God, Christianity, and the church.   

 So let me take a moment to just talk about God. Then we’ll talk about our relationship with Him. 

God is your and my heavenly Father.  You are God’s child.  God cares deeply for you.  He cares about 

the challenges in your life, the disappointments you carry and the hard things in your face.  God not only 

sympathizes.  He sent His only Son to live the human life.  He gave His life for you and me (saved, 

forgiven, declared not guilty forever).  God is the greatest need that everyone has whether they know it 

or not.  He can handle tough questions, concerns, frustration, and charges that He’s unfair.   Yet He won’t 

force a relationship with us.  He has revealed Himself in many ways and invites us to connect with Him.  

His ultimate aim is to bring you and I to complete wholeness and Christlikeness.  For any that come to 

Him, He gives the Spirit for empowerment, He gives forgiveness and Jesus companionship.  He gives 

Himself for guidance and provision.  God, who is your loving, compassionate, powerful, holy and good 

Father desires a deep relationship with you.  So what might your next step with respect to Him today?   

I want to invite you to consider one way you might answer the question.   Here’s one answer.  I will take 

one step towards closer connection to the community at SVBC for the purpose of coming closer 

to God. 

 You might immediately respond by asking “How is that going to help my relationship with God?”  

Connecting with other Christians help us stay connected with God.   We need each other if we’re going 

to persevere in the Christian life.  Following Jesus was never meant to be a journey taken alone.  It’s 

hard.  There’s so much that life throws at us.  The enemy of our souls opposes us. He aims to get us to 

doubt God, doubt His love, question His fairness.  The enemy also loves to mock God’s people.  Listen 

to what Hebrews 3:12-13 says abut this.  But when we come together, we can encourage one another in 

faith and life.       



I want to tell you a little story.  It may help you to take one step closer to God by taking one step 

closer to this community.   

So here’s the story.  Last year about this time, our leadership asked the question “where are we 

at as a church? We’re kind of coming out of the pandemic.    What does God want?  Where does He 

want us to focus?   

 We started talking about a new vision.   We wanted something that would invite everyone’s 

participation.  We struggled for a few months talking about this.  But then we came across a verse that 

we sensed was from the Lord for us at this time.  Habakkuk 2:3 “For still the vision awaits its appointed 

time; it hastens to the end – it will not lie.  If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.”  

We sensed encouragement from the Lord to wait until the vision came.  

We believe it came to us this past May.  When presented to all the leadership – there was unified 

endorsement.  This was something we could work with.  It was something we could invite anyone into.  It 

gives focus, purpose and inspiration for our own spiritual walk and for the ministries we engage in.  We 

already do this to an extent.  The vision asks, “what would it look like if we developed this area further?”  

What might God want to do in and through us in each area?  I present this to you today for your prayer 

and reflection.  But perhaps to help you take a step towards God by taking a step towards this community.  

The statement is actually 3, two-word phrases.    

So here is #1.  Loving God.  This is the first and greatest commandment according to Jesus.  We 

liked this because it puts God and our love for Him first.  When we love God and pursue that love 

relationship with Him, it helps in every other area of our lives.  We’re told in Luke 10:25, that a lawyer 

stood up to put Jesus to the test.  He asks Jesus, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus asks him 

“What is written in the Law?”  And the lawyer answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as 

yourself.”  Jesus affirms this as the correct answer.  The lawyer then asks, “who is my neighbor?”  Jesus 

answers with the “Good Samaritan parable.”  Jesus calls Loving God the first commandment and loving 

your neighbor the second.  So, if we start with loving God, the likelihood of loving others will flow from it.   



We focus a fair bit on loving God already in this community.   We love God through our worship.  

We love God by having a High View of His Word. We love God by teaching others about him whether it 

be our children, youth, or adults.  We love God by engaging in Christian practices both individually and 

together.   The vision statement reminds us about our passion for loving God.  It invites us to think about 

how our ministries foster a deeper love for God.  We ask God, “How can we love you more? Where can 

we strengthen this?”  Maybe what you need to do in your relationship with God at this point is to love God 

more by restarting regular prayer Bible reading, joining a Small Group, joining a Next Group.   

The second phrase has generated the most discussion and controversy.  So, I hope I can explain 

well enough our thinking here.  Phrase #2 – Changing Lives.  This phrase reflects the leadership’s 

passion to see lives changed because of Christ.  Many lives have been changed throughout this church’s 

history because people have encountered Christ within this community.   

The question and controversy, however, concerns the source of life change.  Doesn’t the Lord 

change lives?  Since the Lord changes hearts through the work of the Spirit, shouldn’t we say, “Changed 

lives?”     

Yes – It is the Lord who ultimately changes hearts and lives.  We depend on Him to do His life-

changing ministry.  Yet, we notice the Lord invites the disciples to join Him in changing lives.  The Lord 

commissioned the disciples to carry out the ministry through the great commission. Remember what 

Jesus said to them.  “Go into all the world and make disciples of every nation, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded.  And surely, I 

am with you always to the end of the age.”  It doesn’t say, “Watch me.”  By the Lord’s empowering and 

Spirit, the disciples went out and participated in God’s heart transforming work.  As followers of Christ, 

you and I have the same commission.  By the Spirit’s power and enabling, we go and make disciples.  

Through our ministry, God can work to change lives.  

We saw a picture of how this works in the book of Ezekiel.  Remember we saw the new temple? 

God returned to the temple.  That symbolized God dwelling with His people.  The New Testament writers 



picked up this image of a new temple.  But they didn’t talk about a new building.  They talked about a 

new people among whom God dwelled.     

We are the temple of the living God.  We are being built up into a spiritual house as God’s people 

with Christ as our cornerstone.  Remember 1st Peter 2:4-5 – As you come to him, a living stone rejected 

by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up 

as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ.   One commentator says. As the new temple of God, the church serves as the agent of life 

and renewal to a world that languishes under the curse of sin and death. (1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 

6:16–18).  

What happens when God dwells with His people?  Lives are changed.  When we come together, 

the life of God happens among us.  We minister to one another; talk through the Bible together and 

support one another through hard times.  The Spirit joins us in all this to change and encourage hearts/.    

So we get to participate in God’s life changing work. Colossians 1:28-29. 

Yet some of you might sense your greatest need right now is to have your life changed by God.  

Maybe you have serious questions about your faith and God.  You would really like to discuss them with 

others who will actually listen to you rather than slam you.  I think SVBC is a people where you could do 

that.  We hope to offer an elective especially for young adults in our next groups where we can come 

together and ask honest questions about God and our faith.  When we come together and earnestly 

discus our faith, God can change all of us.  We need God to work in us and change our lives.  We join 

God in His work of changing the lives of others.  That’s why we landed on phrase 2 - Changing Lives.   

Phrase #3 – Serving Community.   Now there’s a couple things to keep in mind with this one.  

First, by the word community, we mean those outside and those inside this community of believers.  

Sometimes, churches can get so focused on reaching the lost, that they neglect the community God has 

brought together.  So, we certainly want to maintain and enhance our ministry within our community.  Yet 



we also want to think and act on opportunities to serve those who are in our geographical community 

here in Woodlands and greater ST. Albert.   

One of the most impactful ways you can grow in your relationship with God is by serving others.  

These phrases do not describe a process to follow but a life to be lived.  You don’t have to Love God for 

a certain time.  Then get your life changed for a certain time.  And only then can you serve community.  

God changes our lives when we serve others.  Our love for God grows when we join Him in serving 

others.  One of the best ways to grow in your walk with God is by serving others.     

So, this is our new vision statement.   SVBC – Loving God.  Changing Lives.  Serving 

Community.   We invite you to pray about this, reflect on it and respond to it.  Please send us any 

thoughts on this.  You can use the response card or you can send us an email or note.  Our leadership 

will work on specific plans in each area.  We will update you periodically on where we are at with that.  

“What are you going to do now when it comes to your relationship with God?”  Here’s one answer 

to that question.  I or we will take one step to God by closer connection to the community at SVBC.        

There are many ways you can do that in the brochure you received on your way in today.   You 

might find the group or ministry that fits your next step.  So please review this and pray over it.   If you’ve 

already seen some area or ministry that God is speaking to you about, send a note right now to the 

contact person.  Take that step right now before the enemy comes along and discourages you.  We will 

explore the different aspects of this statement this Fall by walking through the book of Colossians starting 

next Sunday.  In it we will find picture of the mightiness and glory of Christ.  This will help us in our love 

for God.  We will see challenges to our thinking and living that can change our lives.  We will see 

encouragement to serve others from our love for God and the life change He brings.   

Our prayer is that SVBC will continue to and grow further in Loving God; Changing Lives; 

Serving Community.  May the Lord empower us to continue and grow in living this out to His glory.   

 


