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The Flood 
God’s grace in a time of judgement: an ark, a dove, and a rainbow. 
Scripture: Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17 
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September 18, 2022 
Opening Hymn: Come, thou fount of every blessing  
Choruses: Awesome God (Mullins), Forever (Tomlin) 
Closing Hymn: All Creatures of Our God and King 
 
Sometimes the only reasonable response to violence,  

is even more violence. 
  
Most of you have heard about the shootout  
 Between two men and police officers 

At a Bank of Montreal in Saanich, this past June. 
 
The motivation for what began as a robbery  
 And turned into a bloody confrontation, 
  Remains undetermined. 
 
Yet witness have reported: 
 “that the [perpetrators] acted as if they  

relished a confrontation with law enforcement. 
 
Shelli Fryer, who was in the bank at the time of the robbery,  

[said] that after the robbers had been escorted to the bank’s vault,  
they inexplicably waited around until police arrived. 

 
“What were they waiting for?…  

They could have just taken the money and left right away,” she said. 
 
Instead, the two suspects opened fire almost immediately  

on a white van carrying officers  
from the Greater Victoria Emergency Response Team,  

riddling it with bullet holes.”i 
 
So did the police run away from the violence? 
 No, they did what they were trained to do. 

They ran towards the gunmen to extinguish the threat. 
 
The result was horrific… 

“Both gunmen, later identified as twin brothers… 
were killed by police,  

while six officers were injured,  
three of them severely.”ii 

 
Despite the carnage no one seems to have questioned 
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 That the police returned fire. 
  Sometimes the only reasonable response to violence 
   Is even more violence. 
 
PAUSE 
 
The Bible is full of stories of violence. 
 
Yes, we retell these stories to our children in cutesy ways. 
 
I remember celebrating in Sunday School, 

David’s defeat of Goliath… 
  How he fractured the giant’s skull with a stone from his slingshot, 
   And then proceeded to remove Goliath’s head for a trophy. 
   
But today’s story is even worse. 
 We downplay the violence. 

Instead of thinking about those who drown, 
We focus on the Ark and its dimensions or modern-day whereabouts. 

    Or we celebrate the animals going into the boat, two-by-two. 
 
And yet today’s story is about terrible judgement 
 Where God cancels an entire culture, 
  And removes an entire civilization. 
 
What you may not know is that today’s story 
 Is just one of many flood stories  

found in the Ancient Near East. 
 
“Israel shared with its neighbors  

the idea that history was divided into two ages.  
 
The first age ended with a great flood.  

Both the Epic of Gilgamesh  
and the Atrahasis Epic from Mesopotamia  

describe such a flood.  
 
These epics have many parallels to the biblical story.  
 
And yet one key difference, is that the Atrahasis Epic  

explains the flood as the gods’ attempt to control overpopulation,  
while Genesis describes it as God’s judgment of human sin. iii 

 
That is God is understood in this story of the people of Israel 
 Not attempting to liquidate humanity for selfish reasons, 
  But enacting Divine justice… 
   God is the cosmic policeman running towards 
    A group of armed bank robbers. 
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Today’s reading is striking in how it 
 describes God is very personal, very human terms. 
  God is said to be deeply troubled by creation 
   that not so long ago, God declared ‘good’! 
 
Well, what has happened since that beginning? 
 
If you make a quick survey of the first five chapters of the Bible 
 You will encounter the first man and woman rejecting  

the only rule God gave them: 
   They eat the forbidden fruit. 
 
This is followed by the first murder, 
 Where Cain kills his brother Abel. 
  Cain’s example is followed by a later descendent Lamech  

who boast about retribution: 
 
“If Cain is avenged seven times,  

then Lamech seventy-seven times.”iv 
   
At the beginning to today’s story,  
 Only six chapters into the first book of the Bible 
  We are told that the world God had declared ‘good’ 
   Has spiralled into madness: 
 
“The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become… 

and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart  
was only evil all the time.”   

 
Only evil all the time! 
 God is deeply grieved by a creation  
  That is wicked, corrupt and violent. 
 
Imagine if you will, a country where shootouts like that in Saanich 
 Or stabbings like were witnessed in Saskatchewan 
  were everyday occurrences. 
 
Most of us would agree that something needs to be done to stop it. 
 Even if stopping this would involves more violence. 
  Which maybe helps us understand God’s motivation  
   In unleashing the terrible judgment of the flood. 
    
Some can’t understand this. 
 Biologist and atheist antagonist Richard Dawkins sees this story 
  Among others a reason for labelling the God of Israel as 

“the most unpleasant character in all fiction… 
petty, unjust, unforgiving… 
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a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser...”v 

 
And yet what we hear in today’s Bible lesson 

Is that God has great concern for Creation. 
  The only way to preserve it, is to wash the evil away. 
 
But even then, God exercises restraint. 
 
God notices Noah. 
 Among a wicked generation, Noah is different. 
  Noah is described as ‘righteous’ and ‘blameless’.vi 
   Noah walks faithfully with God. 
 
While justice demands that the land be cleansed 
 God exercises care for Noah and the rest of creation. 
 
We see this in the provision of three different gifts, 
 Gifts that have been provided in the past, 
  And yet have enduring value today. 
 
First of all there is the ark. [image of ark in water] 
 The ark “is to function as a rescue capsule  

that will keep alive human beings  
as well as representatives  

of all the kings of birds and land animals.”vii 
 
During a time of judgement God determines  
 To preserve a people: Noah and his family. 
  During a time of judgement God determines 
   To preserve creation, all the birds and land animals. 
 
God determines to protect and guard  
 The good that remains in the land. 
 
It is interesting to consider that from the “the very beginning,  

starting with 1 Peter 3:20-21,  
Christian theology and iconography  

have seen Noah’s Ark as a type or image of the Church… 
 
As early as 196 A.D., the North African apologist Tertullian… 

compared the Church to Noah’s Ark.  
 
In his treatise On Idolatry, [Tertullain] teaches that,  

just as those who were in the ark of Noah  
were saved from the destruction around,  

so too those who are gathered together in the Church are saved.”viii  
 
Consider the architecture of our own church sanctuary. 
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 The nave, the central section of the sanctuary 
  Looks like an upside-down boat. 
 
Consider symbol of the World Council of Church [image of WCC logo] 

Portrays the church as a boat afloat on the sea of the world  
with the mast in the form of a cross. 

 
Could it be that God’s grace to US in a time of turmoil and judgment 
 Is that we have been drawn together as a body in this place? 
 
One commentator note that: 

“Perhaps [this use of the] image of Noah’s Ark for the Church  
can help us to be realistic in our faith  

and not leave the Church.  
 
Eight people in the ark. All the animals.  

All together on the ark for almost a year.  
A pretty messy thing!  

But, this was the instrument that God used then,  
just as he uses the Church today.”ix 

 
The first gift is an ark. 
 The second gift is a dove. 
 
We are told that it rained for forty days and forty nights, 
 Which is the Bible’s way of saying ‘a long time’, 
  Until the mountains were covered with water, 
   And all human life perished. 
 
We are also told that after this  
 “God remembered Noah  

and all the wild animals  
and the livestock that were with him in the ark, 

and [God] sent a wind over the earth,  
and the waters receded.”x 

 
After another forty days 
 Noah sends out a raven, and then a dove  

to check on the water levels. 
   Both returned two him. 
 
A second time he sent out a dove and the dove came back 
 With an olive branch in its beak, 
  An indication that the waters had departed 
   that vegetation had returned 
    And that Noah and the animals 
     Would soon have feet on dry ground. 
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The dove and olive branch remains for the church 
 And broader society, symbols of both the message of peace 
  And the promise of peace. 
 
We talk about offering an olive branch 
 As a way of creating new possibilities  
  For a broken relationship. 
  
“Pablo Picasso made the dove  

a modern symbol of peace when it was selected  
as the emblem for the World Peace Congress in 1949.”xi [image of dove] 

 
God didn’t just wipe the world clean  

of the wickedness that had taken root,  
but God brought renewal 

   So that the world might sustain human life once again. 
 
The first gift is an ark, the second a dove with a twig, 
 The third is a promise  

represented by a bow in the sky. 
 
In our modern era the rainbow 
 Has become a celebration of sexual diversity, 
  But in the context of the story of Noah 
   It represents a promise, a covenant made by God. 
 
We are told that after Noah leaves the Ark and offers sacrifices, 
 “The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma  

and said in his heart:  
 
“Never again will I curse the ground because of humans,  

even though every inclination of the human heart  
is evil from childhood. 

 
And never again will I destroy all living creatures,  

as I have done.”xii  
 
This is an interesting statement. 
 After executing judgement and cleansing the land 
  The Lord recognises that humanity with its evil inclinations 
   Has not changed. 
 
Yet something in God has changed. 
 
This experience of judgment  

has in the words of biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann 
 “has effected an irreversible change in God,  
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who now will approach his creation  

with an unlimited patience and forbearance.”xiii 
 
“God sets the rainbow in the sky as the sign,  

a reminder of the covenant, this universal promise.  
 
[How is this a sign of promise?] 

The Hebrew word also means “bow,” as in bow and arrow. [image of rainbow bow] 
 
At the time, it was the most technologically advanced  

weapon delivery system known.  
 
[But in the rainbow, the bow is pointed towards heaven.] 

What God is doing here is disarming unilaterally.  
“I promise that I will never destroy the world again with a flood…”xiv 

 
The flood is a terrible story of judgement, 
 Where violence is used to stop violence. 
 
And yet the stories includes three gracious gifts 
 That have enduring promise for us today. 
 
The gift of an ark. The promise of protection in a time of judgement. 
 The gift of a dove. The promise of a new beginning after trial 
  The gift of the rainbow. The sign of God’s unilateral disarming. 
 
Sometimes the only reasonable response to violence,  

is even more violence. 
  But story of Noah creates an expectation  

for a new response from God. 
 
Centuries will pass, but one day God will send own his son, 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ 
  Who will not judge violence with more violence, 
   But will stifle it by bearing it, 
    By enduring it, 
     In his own death on a cross. 
 
We still live in a world marred by violence. 
 But we live in a world where God has provided us  

these signs of God’s enduring grace: 
   An ark, a dove, a rainbow… and a cross. 
 
Amen. 
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