
 

HIA is working closely with the local governments and more than 20 local first-responder groups in Ukraine. With
connections to the local authorities on both sides of the border, HIA is shipping food and other essentials, and
life-saving medical equipment to those who are internally displaced within Ukraine. HIA has also established two
24-hour refugee support points (one in Hungary and one in Ukraine), and is providing safe transport to railway
hubs, and food and hygiene kits for new arrivals. 

Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) 
“During the first days [of the war] we tried to tell the children it was
thunder. But when the active bombing started and the missiles fell near
the house, the children started screaming. They didn’t want to leave the
shelter [made of furniture] so they ate there, they went to the toilet there.
They were very, very scared. That is why I realized that there was no time
to wait, and it was time to evacuate somewhere.” 

– Irina, 31, on the difficult decision to leave Ukraine 

HelpAge is supporting Ukrainians who have fled to Moldova, where 1 in 4 refugees are seniors. Because men
between 18 and 60 are not able to leave the country, many elderly people are accompanying children and other
family members. HelpAge is overseeing 80 Emergency Accommodation Centres in Moldova with food, hygiene kits
and other essentials, and is also supporting seniors unable to leave Ukraine.

“I’m not going to leave here. I hide in the basement from shelling. Now I
sometimes spend the night there, or in the bathroom, which I secured
after a shell hit the house. I’m afraid that everything I have can be
destroyed in a second. But I hope for a speedy peace. A HelpAge volunteer
brings me food and we speak together. After talking with her, I want to
live. God give her strength.” 

– Alexander, 81, from his home in the Donetsk region of Eastern Ukraine

HelpAge International

St. Mark’s in Qualicum Beach is raising funds to support PWRDF’s relief
work in Ukraine. The needs are great among Ukrainian refugees and those
who are trying to stay safe in their wartorn country. PWRDF’s response
includes two international organizations and four local organizations who
are able to get money to where it is needed (see below). You are invited to
support our campaign by making a donation to PWRDF. 

Join our Day of Giving on Saturday, October 8 between 10 a.m. and
noon at St. Mark’s Church Hall (138 Hoylake Road West, just off
Memorial Avenue). Cash or cheque gifts are gratefully received.
Cheques may also be dropped off in the church office. 

Please make cheques payable to PWRDF and indicate St. Mark’s Ukraine in the memo
field. For more information call the church at 250-752-5414 or visit stmarkqualicum.ca. 



 

Fight for Right

“Thanks to these funds from PWRDF, and support from other partners, 
we will be able to operate a hotline for people with disabilities during
wartime. The hotline will be used for various requests, including evacuation,
psychological and legal assistance, provision of medication, etc. … This
support will allow us to improve the way we work to provide our hotline
services.” – Anya Zaremba, Fight for Right

Dzherelo has been running a 24-hour Assistance Post at the Lviv railway station
for people with disabilities. Six handicap-friendly minibuses are transporting
displaced people within Lviv and to the Polish border. The centre provides
accommodation for people with disabilities and their relatives or companions,
and staff have provided assistance descending into bomb shelters during air raid
alarms, hot meals, and many other services. The needs will continue as the
number of people with disabilities in Lviv has increased dramatically. PWRDF
will be funding the centre’s heating system, which will decrease maintenance
and heating costs, so that a larger percentage of donations can be used for
programming. 

Dzherelo Children's Rehabilitation Centre

The Voices of Children Fund is providing round the clock assistance to affected
children and families from all over Ukraine, providing emergency psychological
assistance, assisting in the relocation process and humanitarian response.
PWRDF’s funds are supporting mobile psychological supports for children and
their parents in the Kyiv region, accessing the most vulnerable people in small
de-occupied cities and villages. Psychologists are carrying out a minimum of two
field visits every week. Funds will also be used to communicate the stories of
children through videos.

The Voices of Children Fund 

Fight for Right is led by Ukrainian women with disabilities. They have already evacuated or assisted 645 people
with disabilities, with more than 2,000 additional evacuations requested. After evacuation, many people face
psychological difficulties and legal issues.The new hotline is focusing on evacuation, medical supplies, assistive
technologies and equipment (wheelchairs, white canes, hearing devices), accommodations (including in hospitals
and rehab facilities), food, water and hygiene kits. 

Partnering with the Ministry of Health, Initiave E+ is providing medical equipment such as tourniquets, dressings
for serious wounds and external braces and supports for broken bones to hospitals, medical centres and first
responders in some of the areas subjected to the most serious attacks by Russian forces. PWRDF’s funding also
allowed Initiative E+ to purchase two much-needed ambulances.

“PWRDF’s help with purchasing ambulances is very needed – thank you! 
There is a catastrophic lack of ambulances in the de-occupied territories of the
country. We currently have requests for ambulances from over 50 hospitals
and medical centres as their vehicles were destroyed or seriously damaged by
Russian forces.” – Valentyna Varava, Executive Director of Initiative E+  

Initiative E+


