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Sermon Notes 

Ephesians 2:1-10 – But God 
Drue Warner 

9-11-22 
 

 
Ephesians 2:1-3 

▪ Our situation (3 popular views) 
o We’re okay (propensity towards goodness) 
o We’re sick (propensity towards badness) 
o We’re dead (enslaved by sin; total inability to choose or please God) 

 
▪ Our Sin Reality 

o What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to 
death? – Romans 7:24 

 
▪ Our Salvation Reality 

o What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to 
death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! – 
Romans 7:24-25 

o "Jesus didn’t purchase save-ability; he took names to the cross."  
- Paul Tripp 

 
▪ This reality of God’s incredible transforming grace in our lives is so profound that Paul 

invents words to communicate it! 
o Made us alive together with Christ – New desires 
o Raised us up together with Christ – New perspective 
o Seated us together with Christ – New Relationship 

 
▪ We are saved by grace! 

o "The finding, the saving are all in His hands - the sheep do nothing except get lost. 
It's all grace." - Robert Farrar Capon 

o God is not at the top of a ladder shouting, “Climb!” He is at the bottom on a cross 
whispering, “It is finished.”  - Tullian Tchividjian 
 

▪ Through faith  (What is faith?) - Faith (def): the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen. – Hebrews 11:1 

Faith is not based on our fickle selves.  ENSLAVING 
1. a gut feeling (“I just know”) - feelings 
2. without evidence (“I wish”) - desires 
3. positive thinking (“If I believe it, I can achieve it”) - attitudes 
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o True Biblical Faith 

Faith is based on our trustworthy God   FREEING! 

• Elements of Faith 
o Knowledge (Rooted in Truth) – Gospel (Eph. 2:8-9) 
o Heart Response (Embraced in the Heart) 
o Commitment (Surrendered in Trust) 

▪ Faith is SURRENDER giving Jesus access to your life and allowing Him to 
take over. Faith is not so much adding to or building up, but decreasing 
and turning over.  The strength of faith is trust. “Trust Me.” 
 

▪ Work is good! 
o Doing nothing (staring at the wall, watching TV, etc.)  

▪ empty, purposeless, no difference made 
o Doing something (walking the dog, mowing the lawn, etc.)  

▪ feels good, productive, difference made 
o Doing that which you have been created (ministry / mission) 

▪ feel alive, significant, joyful, eternal impact made, intimacy with Christ 
(because His Spirit is at work in and through you) 

 
▪ What is the role of “works” in salvation? 

o The Bad News!  Every other religion (i.e., Bad News) includes some element of 
“good works” as a condition for salvation.  

▪ Catholicism (and some Protestants) - Faith + Works = Salvation 
o The Good News! 

▪ We are saved by grace thought faith, not “by” good works (vs. 9), but “for” 
good works (vs. 10).  

• We are saved by the “good works” of Jesus Christ that have been 
credited to us, by faith. 

• Protestantism – Faith = Salvation + Works 
 

▪ CONCLUSION 
o Where are you in this, “But God…” story? 

▪ Have you realized your desperation and need for rescue? 
▪ Are you connected to God’s grace by faith? 

• Are you rooted in the truth of God’s Word? 

• Have you embraced the truth in your heart? 

• Have you surrendered your life to Christ? 

• “Cease your striving and know that I am God.” – Psalm 46:10 
▪ “All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me 

I will never drive away.”  – John 6:37 


