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THE 

VICTORIOUS 

CHURCH

CHAPTER 7 - LESSON 1 

“They are evil spoken of, and yet are justified; they are 

reviled, and bless; they are insulted, and repay the insult 

with honour; they do good, yet are punished as evil-doers. 

When punished, they rejoice as if quickened into life”

Mathetes, Epistle to Diognetus

18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.

MATTHEW 16:18 CSB                       1.1 

3 They all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same 

spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed 

them, and that rock was Christ.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:3-4 CSB             1.2 

19 So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with the saints, and members of God's household, 20 

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 

Jesus himself as the cornerstone.

EPHESIANS 2:19-20 CSB                  1.3 
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25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 

himself for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her with the washing of 

water by the word. 27 He did this to present the church to himself in 

splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and 

blameless. 28 In the same way, husbands are to love their wives as their 

own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

EPHESIANS 5:25-28 CSB              1.4-5 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, to the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread, and to prayer.  43 Everyone was filled with awe, 

and many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles. 

44 Now all the believers were together and held all things in common. 45 

They sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to 

all, as any had need. 46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting 

together in the temple, and broke bread from house to house. They ate 

their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the 

favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their number those 

who were being saved.

ACTS 2:42-47 CSB                         1.6-7 

32 Now the entire group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and 

no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but instead they held 

everything in common. 33 With great power the apostles were giving testimony 

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on all of them. 34 For 

there was not a needy person among them because all those who owned lands 

or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of what was sold, 35 and laid them at 

the apostles' feet. This was then distributed to each person as any had need.  36 

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus by birth, the one the apostles called Barnabas 

(which is translated Son of Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned, brought 

the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

ACTS 4:32-37 CSB                             1.8 

In what ways have you seen churches faithfully follow these 

patterns?

Lesson 1 – Discussion

THE BODY 

OF CHRIST

CHAPTER 7 - LESSON 2 

The church-community . . . is conceived of as a single life to such an 

extent that none of its members could be imagined apart from it. But in 

the church-community every member is moved by the Holy Spirit; all 

have their divinely appointed place and their wills moved by the Spirit.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body -- whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free -- and we were all given one Spirit to drink. 

14 Indeed, the body is not one part but many. 15 If the foot should say, 

"Because I'm not a hand, I don't belong to the body," it is not for that 

reason any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because 

I'm not an eye, I don't belong to the body," it is not for that reason any less 

a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the 

hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell 

be? 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:13-27 CSB        2.1-6 

18 But as it is, God has arranged each one of the parts in the body just as 

he wanted. 19 And if they were all the same part, where would the body 

be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say 

to the hand, "I don't need you!" Or again, the head can't say to the feet, "I 

don't need you! " 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that are 

weaker are indispensable. 23 And those parts of the body that we 

consider less honorable, we clothe these with greater honor, and our 

unrespectable parts are treated with greater respect, 24 which our 

respectable parts do not need. 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:13-27 CSB        2.1-6 

Instead, God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the less 

honorable, 25 so that there would be no division in the body, but that the 

members would have the same concern for each other. 26 So if one 

member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, 

all the members rejoice with it.  27 Now you are the body of Christ, and 

individual members of it.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:13-27 CSB        2.1-6 

3 making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 

peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit -- just as you were called to one 

hope at your calling -- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 

Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

EPHESIANS 4:3-6 CSB                     2.7-8 

20 I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in me through 

their word. 21 May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in 

you. May they also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me.

JOHN 17:20-21 CSB                            2.9 

Pick 3-5 friends and family and, next to their name, write down 

what you think their gift to be and call or text them this week 

encouraging them in these things.

Lesson 2 – Devotional
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CHURCH

LEADERSHIP

CHAPTER 7 - LESSON 3 

“To reject authority, as so many in our day do, is short-sighted 

and self-destructive. A world without authority would be like 

desires with no restraints, a car with no controls, an intersection 

with no traffic lights, a game with no rules, a home with no 

parents, a world without God. It could go on for a little while, but 

before long it would seem pointless, then cruel, and finally 

tragic.”

Mark Dever

11 And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 equipping the 

saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, 13 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God's 

Son, growing into maturity with a stature measured by Christ's 

fullness. 

EPHESIANS 4:11-16 CSB                3.1-5 

14 Then we will no longer be little children, tossed by the waves 

and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning 

with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. 15 But speaking the 

truth in love, let us grow in every way into him who is the head --

Christ. 16 From him the whole body, fitted and knit together by 

every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for 

building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual 

part. 

EPHESIANS 4:11-16 CSB                3.1-5 

5 The reason I left you in Crete was to set right what was left undone and, as I 

directed you, to appoint elders in every town. 6 An elder must be blameless: the 

husband of one wife, with faithful children who are not accused of wildness or 

rebellion. 7 As an overseer of God's household, he must be blameless: not 

arrogant, not hot-tempered, not an excessive drinker, not a bully, not greedy for 

money, 8 but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, righteous, holy, self-

controlled, 9 holding to the faithful message as taught, so that he will be able 

both to encourage with sound teaching and to refute those who contradict it.

TITUS 1:5-8 CSB                               3.6-8 

1 I exhort the elders among you as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of 

Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory about to be revealed: 2 Shepherd 

God's flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but willingly, as God 

would have you; not out of greed for money but eagerly; 3 not lording it over 

those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief 

Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

1 PETER 5:1-4 CSB                              3.9 
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Pray for the unity and leadership of Village Church and the global church

Lesson 3 – Devotion

CHURCH

DISCIPLINE

CHAPTER 7 - LESSON 4 

The ultimate form of church discipline (excommunication) is never a 

simple response to past sin. It is always a response to sin that a 

person continues to affirm or practice. No past sin that is renounced, 

confessed and forsaken is a ground of church discipline.

John Piper

15 When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter, "Simon, son 

of John, do you love me more than these? " "Yes, Lord," he said to him, 

"you know that I love you." "Feed my lambs," he told him. 16 A second 

time he asked him, "Simon, son of John, do you love me? " "Yes, Lord," 

he said to him, "you know that I love you." "Shepherd my sheep," he told 

him.  17 He asked him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love 

me? " Peter was grieved that he asked him the third time, "Do you love 

me? " He said, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." 

"Feed my sheep," Jesus said.

JOHN 21:15-17 CSB                          4.1 

7 "As for you, son of man, I have made you a watchman for the 

house of Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, give them 

a warning from me. 8 "If I say to the wicked, 'Wicked one, you will 

surely die,' but you do not speak out to warn him about his way, 

that wicked person will die for his iniquity, yet I will hold you 

responsible for his blood.

EZEKIEL 33:7-8 CSB                         4.1 

2 "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy, and 

say to them, 'This is what the Lord GOD says to the shepherds: Woe to 

the shepherds of Israel, who have been feeding themselves! Shouldn't the 

shepherds feed their flock? 3 "You eat the fat, wear the wool, and butcher 

the fattened animals, but you do not tend the flock. 4 "You have not 

strengthened the weak, healed the sick, bandaged the injured, brought 

back the strays, or sought the lost. Instead, you have ruled them with 

violence and cruelty. 5 "They were scattered for lack of a shepherd; they 

became food for all the wild animals when they were scattered.

EZEKIEL 34:2-5 CSB                         4.1 
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15 If your brother sins against you, go and rebuke him in private. If he 

listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 But if he won't listen, take 

one or two others with you, so that by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses every fact may be established. 17 If he doesn't pay attention to 

them, tell the church. If he doesn't pay attention even to the church, let 

him be like a Gentile and a tax collector to you.

MATTHEW 18:15-17 CSB                  4.6 

15 If your brother sins against you, go and rebuke him in private. If he 

listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 But if he won't listen, take 

one or two others with you, so that by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses every fact may be established. 17 If he doesn't pay attention to 

them, tell the church. If he doesn't pay attention even to the church, let 

him be like a Gentile and a tax collector to you.

MATTHEW 18:15-17 CSB                  4.6 

9 I wrote to you in a letter not to associate with sexually immoral people. 

10 I did not mean the immoral people of this world or the greedy and 

swindlers or idolaters; otherwise you would have to leave the world. 11 

But actually, I wrote you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a 

brother or sister and is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally 

abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. 12 

For what business is it of mine to judge outsiders? Don't you judge those 

who are inside? 13 God judges outsiders. Remove the evil person from 

among you.

1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-13 CSB             4.7 

8 But if you are without discipline -- which all receive -- then you are 

illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had human fathers 

discipline us, and we respected them. Shouldn't we submit even more to 

the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time 

based on what seemed good to them, but he does it for our benefit, so 

that we can share his holiness. 11 No discipline seems enjoyable at the 

time, but painful. Later on, however, it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

HEBREWS 12:8-11 CSB               4.8-10 

HOLY

COMMUNION

CHAPTER 7 - LESSON 5

“ We’re proclaiming in the present not only what Jesus has 

done in the past, but also what he will do in the future. We eat 

and drink as we anticipate the glorious day when we will eat 

with him in his heavenly kingdom.”

Aubrey M. Sequeira
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23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: On the night 

when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, 24 and when he had 

given thanks, broke it, and said, "This is my body, which is for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me."  25 In the same way also he took the cup, 

after supper, and said, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For as often as you 

eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 

comes.  

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-32 CSB      5.2-8 

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sin against the body and blood of the 

Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself; in this way let him eat the bread 

and drink from the cup. 29 For whoever eats and drinks without 

recognizing the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 This is why 

many are sick and ill among you, and many have fallen asleep. 31 If we 

were properly judging ourselves, we would not be judged, 32 but when we 

are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined, so that we may not be 

condemned with the world.

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-32 CSB      5.2-8 

GOD – has forever longed to commune with his people.

MAN – strives to live individually, free from accountability and discipline

CHRIST – has bought with his blood the new and perfect covenant that binds the 

church together

RESPONSE – we observe the Lord’s Supper with reverence and hold fast to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ.

CHAPTER 7 - SUMMARY PRAYER
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