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Sermon Notes 

Ephesians 2:11-22 – You Were Brought Near 
Drue Warner 

9-18-22 
 
Ephesians 2:11-12 
11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human 
hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 
citizenship of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world.   
 

TEACHING 
▪ In Ephesians 2:1-10, Paul is writing to Gentiles and Jews. In Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul is 

writing primarily to Gentiles (the “Uncircumcision”). 
 

▪ To the Gentiles, he is taking them back and reminding them where they once were (vs. 
12).  

o separate from Christ 
▪ Christ is our advocate, savior, friend, righteousness, and peace 
▪ Without Christ, we have nothing! 

o excluded from the citizenship of Israel 
▪ We are outside of the family of God (no protection, provision, or 

inheritance); isolated, alone, and on our own 
o strangers to the covenants of promise 

▪ The greatest comfort that the nation of Israel had was God’s covenant 
promises to them through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David.  

 
o having no hope  

▪ There’s nothing worse than having no hope. 
▪ Hope (def): to desire with expectation; an expectation of positive 

outcomes; an optimistic state of mind 
▪ "Hope is the power of being cheerful in circumstances that we know to be 

desperate." – G.K. Chesterton 
▪ Without hope, we die. 

o without God in the world.   
▪ God is the Source, provider, and sustainer of every good thing! 
▪ Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

the heavenly lights. – James 1:17 
 

▪ This is us! (TV Show title)  We all need to remember where we were when He found us! 
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Ephesians 2:13 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ.  
 

▪ Similar to Ephesians 2:4 (But God…), we experience a dramatic turn for the good! 
▪ “In Christ (Jesus),” you who were FAR OFF have been BROUGHT NEAR. WOW!!! 

 
Ephesians 2:14-18 
14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier, 
the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the Law with its commands and 
regulations, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new humanity, thus 
establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, 
by which he put to death their hostility. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were 
far away (Gentiles), and peace to those who were near (Jews); 18 for through Him we both 
have our access in one Spirit to the Father.  
 

▪ Jesus Big Purpose 
o To reconcile Gentiles and Jews to God and to one another. 

▪ How did Jesus bring us near (reconcile us) to God? 
1. When He shed His blood on the cross (vs. 13) and was resurrected from the dead, 

He destroyed the dividing wall of hostility. 
▪ THE DIVIDING WALL - The Temple had a dividing wall that separated the 

Gentiles from the Jews. It was so serious that if the dividing wall was 
crossed by a Gentile, the penalty was death. 

▪ Inside the Temple, there was a thick curtain that separated the Holy Place 
from the Holy of Holies. When Jesus died, the curtain tore from top to 
bottom, signifying the peace that He had made between God and man.  

2. In His flesh, He abolished the Law with its commands and regulations (vs. 15)  
▪ How did Christ abolish the Law? He kept the Law perfectly and took the 

punishment for those who broke it. 

• For what the law couldn’t do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
did, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh. 
 – Romans 8:3 

• 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 
us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 14 He 
redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit.  
– Galatians 3:13-14 



 3 

• Bronze snake (Numbers 21, John 3)    AMBULANCE 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up,  15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in 
him.” – John 3:14-15  

 
3. Jesus established peace by becoming peace.  

▪ 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were far away (Gentiles), 
and peace to those who were near (Jews); 18 for through Him we both 
have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 

• He brought the Gentiles and Jews (who hated each other more than 
anyone has hated anyone) and were FAR from God and FAR from each 
other, and He reconciled them both into ONE BODY to God, through 
the cross (vs. 16). 

▪ 1 Corinthians 5:17-21   17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God 
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

▪ In Christ, we have not only been reconciled to God, but we have been 
reconciled to one another.  

▪ Reconciliation is the heart of the gospel. 
 

▪ APPLICATION: We all have relationships in which we experience 
conflict and brokenness. In those relationships, God has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation, which involves:  

1. humility 
2. vulnerability  
3. love (the kind that is big enough even for our enemies).  

 
▪ From strangers and aliens (foreigners)   

o to fellow citizens united to each other and to Christ 
▪ From excluded from God’s covenants and promises   

o to included (as members of God’s family) 
 

▪ We have a SURE FOUNDATION that is built on the  
o Apostles (New Testament testimony) 
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o Prophets (Old Testament testimony) 
o Jesus Christ (Chief Cornerstone from which everything comes) 
o We, ourselves, are being built into a holy temple (of living stones – 1 Peter 2:4) 

which is the dwelling place of the Spirit of God. 
▪ In the Old Testament, God’s dwelling was in the Tabernacle 
▪ In the New Testament, God’s dwelling was in the Temple 
▪ In Christ, God’s dwelling is in YOU!  

 

• As living stones, our job is to be connected (to Jesus and to each 
other). Unity is essential. 
 

o Where are you disconnected? God?  Others? 
 

o Let Jesus be your peace. Invite Him to break down the barrier, 
the dividing wall of hostility, that He might establish peace in 
your relationships. 

 
Conclusion -    13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ.        And THAT’S Good News!  
 


