
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 18, 2022 

The 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. Although no longer mandatory, masks are still 
encouraged in all public areas, and we ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Reverend Stephanie Wood 
Reader:  Bob MacDonald 
Safety Officer: Judith Reid 
Music:  The Choral Scholars; Char Hodgkins, conductor; David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographers: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Merchant taking accounts, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55705 [retrieved September 17, 2022]. Original source: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:BLW_Stained_Glass_-_Roundel_showing_a_Merchant.jpg. 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55705
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:BLW_Stained_Glass_-_Roundel_showing_a_Merchant.jpg
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Music: Margaret Woodley  

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    129 

1  Many a time have they fought against me from my youth up * may Israel now say. 
2  Yea, many a time have they vexed me from my youth up * but they have not prevailed 
against me. 
3  The plowers plowed upon my back * and made long furrows. 
4  But the righteous Lord * hath hewn the snares of the ungodly in pieces. 
5  Let them be confounded and turned backward * as many as have evil will at Sion. 
6  Let them be even as the grass growing upon the house-tops * which withereth afore it 
be plucked up; 
7  Whereof the mower filleth not his hand * neither he that bindeth up the sheaves  
his bosom. 
8  So that they who go by say not so much as, The Lord prosper you * we wish you good 
luck in the Name of the Lord. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Ezra 1 

In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia so 
that he sent a herald throughout all his kingdom, and also in a written edict declared: 

‘Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of 
those among you who are of his people—may their God be with them!—are now permitted 
to go up to Jerusalem in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is 
the God who is in Jerusalem; and let all survivors, in whatever place they reside, be assisted 
by the people of their place with silver and gold, with goods and with animals, besides 
freewill-offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem.’ 

The heads of the families of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites—everyone 
whose spirit God had stirred—got ready to go up and rebuild the house of the LORD in 
Jerusalem. All their neighbours aided them with silver vessels, with gold, with goods, with 
animals, and with valuable gifts, besides all that was freely offered. King Cyrus himself 
brought out the vessels of the house of the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 
from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. King Cyrus of Persia had them released 
into the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the 
prince of Judah. And this was the inventory: gold basins, thirty; silver basins, one thousand; 
knives, twenty-nine; gold bowls, thirty; other silver bowls, four hundred and ten; other 
vessels, one thousand; the total of the gold and silver vessels was five thousand four 
hundred. All these Sheshbazzar brought up, when the exiles were brought up from 
Babylonia to Jerusalem. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Richard Farrant (1530-1580), Short Service 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson John 7:14-36 

About the middle of the festival Jesus went up into the temple and began to teach. The 
Jews were astonished at it, saying, ‘How does this man have such learning, when he has 
never been taught?’ Then Jesus answered them, ‘My teaching is not mine but his who sent 
me. Anyone who resolves to do the will of God will know whether the teaching is from God 
or whether I am speaking on my own. Those who speak on their own seek their own glory; 
but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there is nothing false in 
him. 

‘Did not Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are you looking for 
an opportunity to kill me?’ The crowd answered, ‘You have a demon! Who is trying to kill 
you?’ Jesus answered them, ‘I performed one work, and all of you are astonished. Moses 
gave you circumcision (it is, of course, not from Moses, but from the patriarchs), and you 
circumcise a man on the sabbath. If a man receives circumcision on the sabbath in order 
that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because I healed a man’s 
whole body on the sabbath? Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right 
judgement.’ 

Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, ‘Is not this the man whom they are 
trying to kill? And here he is, speaking openly, but they say nothing to him! Can it be that 
the authorities really know that this is the Messiah? Yet we know where this man is from; 
but when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.’ Then Jesus cried out as 
he was teaching in the temple, ‘You know me, and you know where I am from. I have not 
come on my own. But the one who sent me is true, and you do not know him. I know him, 
because I am from him, and he sent me.’ Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid 
hands on him, because his hour had not yet come. Yet many in the crowd believed in him 
and were saying, ‘When the Messiah comes, will he do more signs than this man has done?’ 

The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering such things about him, and the chief priests and 
Pharisees sent temple police to arrest him. Jesus then said, ‘I will be with you a little while 
longer, and then I am going to him who sent me. You will search for me, but you will not 
find me; and where I am, you cannot come.’ The Jews said to one another, ‘Where does 
this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion 
among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? What does he mean by saying, “You will search 
for me and you will not find me” and, “Where I am, you cannot come”?’ 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Richard Farrant 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    
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Apostles’ Creed 
 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The 
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 
 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we 
forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 

Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we 
are placed among things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 



 7 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem   Gabriel Faure (1845-1924), Cantique de Jean Racine 
The choir sings an anthem. 

Verbe égal au Très-Haut, notre unique espérance, 
Jour éternel de la terre et des cieux, 
De la paisible nuit nous rompons le silence: 
Divin Sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux. 

Répands sur nous le feu de Ta grâce puissante; 
Que tout l'enfer fuie au son de Ta voix; 
Dissipe le sommeil d'une âme languissante 
Qui la conduit à l'oubli de Tes lois! 

Ô Christ! sois favorable à ce peuple fidèle, 
Pour Te bénir maintenant rassemblé; 
Reçois les chants qu'il offre à Ta gloire immortelle, 
Et de Tes dons qu'il retourne comblé. 

Word of the Highest, our only hope, 
Eternal day of earth and the heavens, 
We break the silence of the peaceful night; 
Saviour Divine, cast your eyes upon us! 

Pour on us the fire of your powerful grace, 
That all hell may flee at the sound of your voice; 
Banish the slumber of a weary soul, 
That brings forgetfulness of your laws! 

O Christ, look with favour upon your faithful people 
Now gathered here to praise you; 
Receive their hymns offered to your immortal glory; 
May they go forth filled with your gifts. 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 24) Text: Henry Francis Lyle (1793-1847)  

 Music: EVENTIDE, William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 
 

 
 

1. Abide with me, fast falls the eventide; 
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
 

2. Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories fade away; 
change and decay in all around I see: 
O thou, who changest not, abide with me. 
 

3. I need thy presence every passing hour 
what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine,  
        Lord, abide with me. 
 

4. I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting?  
        Where, grave they victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me?      (pto) 
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5. Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee: 
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 

 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 29) Text: John Ellerton (1826-1893), alt. 

 Music: ST. CLEMENT, Clement Cotterill Scholefield (1839-1904).  
  

 

1. The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended;  
 the darkness falls at thy behest.  
To thee our morning hymns ascended;  
 thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 

3. As o’er each continent and island  
 the dawn leads on another day,  
the voice of prayer is never silent,  
 nor dies the strain of praise away. 

2. We thank thee that thy church unsleeping,  
 while earth rolls onward into light,  
through all the world her watch is keeping,  
 and arrests not now by day or night. 

4. The sun that bids us rest is waking  
 thy faithful ‘neath the western sky,  
and hour by hour fresh lips are making  
 thy wondrous doings heard on high. 

5. So be it, Lord! Thy throne shall never,  
 like earth’s proud empires, pass away;  
thy kingdom stands and grows forever,  
 till all thy creatures own thy sway. 

The Blessing or Grace   


