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When I was about 12 my parents were invited to a church get-together at some friends’ 
house.  And all the kids all ended up in the basement around the TV watching 
Ghostbusters. 
 
Now I didn’t grow up with TV so perhaps I was more sensitive than most.  But while the 
other kids watched Ghostbusters, I mostly watched the inside of my eyelids and the 
palms of my hands.  But I peeked during the library scene, and I can see it in my mind’s 
eye to this day.  And the results were catastrophic. 
 
I slept in my parents’ room on the floor as a 12-year-old.  And from then on, every single 
time I would leave the basement to come upstairs I would be faced with a dilemma.  
You had to turn the lights off in the basement hall, and then turn your back on the dark, 
to go up the stairs.  I knew ghosts weren’t real, but in the dark that knowledge was 
useless.   
… 
Welcome again to Fort George.  If you’re new here we are super glad you’ve joined us 
today.  And if you are with us online you are welcome as well. 
 
This fall we are walking through the first letter written by the Apostle John to his church.  
It’s a short letter – 5 chapters – but it is packed with not just great insights into living life 
as a Jesus follower, but a passionate appeal to pursue fellowship with God.   
 
John, the youngest of the disciples.  The man who laid his head back on Jesus’ breast 
at the Last Supper; a man who was loved by Jesus and loved Him back, wants us to 
enjoy the same fellowship with the Father and the Son that he knew.  And that’s where 
he takes us today. 
 
If you’ve got a Bible handy go ahead and open it to 1st John 1.  We are going to pick it 
up in verse 5 today.  And would you stand with me as we come before God’s word.  
Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read 1 John 1:5-7] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Last week we looked at how John refers to Jesus as the Word of life.  And the big 
connection here is the shared language between scripture and Jesus.  Both Jews and 
Christians have always referred to scripture, the Bible, as God’s word because it doesn’t 
just contain what God has said in the past – it isn’t just a recording of the words God 
has spoken – rather through it God continues to speak to His children.  Our God is the 
God who still speaks His Word to His people. 
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And then when Jesus showed up, John tells us that the Word became flesh.  God put 
on skin and moved into our neighbourhood.  And so Hebrews says: 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and 
in various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son…. The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His 
being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.  (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

 
In other words, Jesus is God’s word to us.  If you want to hear the voice of God you 
need to know the voice of Jesus. 
 
But what do we mean by knowing the voice of Jesus.  I mean, we talk about having a 
relationship with God.  But honestly that isn’t the experience that many Christians have.  
Many Christians simply go to church, and maybe read their Bible, give some money,  
and maybe pray on occasion – especially when things are going dark – but they never 
feel like they can hear the voice of God.  It’s a pretty thin relationship at best. 
 
It's like following someone on YouTube.  You can tune in regularly; you can learn about 
what they think through their content, but you never actually get to talk to them.  It’s not 
really a relationship. 
 
Well, in today’s text John tells that’s a problem.  God’s word is available.  We are 
supposed to have fellowship with the Father and the Son, but this fellowship can get 
broken when we dwell in the dark. 
 
So two things today.  If you are taking notes, it’s a simple outline: Real fellowship with 
God is available if we stay out of the dark.  But I’m going to get the problem out of the 
way first so we can spend most of our time on the reality that fellowship with God is 
possible. 
… 
So the problem is that fellowship with God gets broken when we walk in darkness.  
John says, God is light, and so if we claim to have fellowship with Him and yet walk in 
the dark, we are lying.  We aren’t living in the truth. 
 
So what does it mean to walk in the dark?  Well John is going to talk about this lots in 
the rest of the letter but just for example in chapter 2 he says: 

The darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining…. the world is passing 

away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.  (1 John 

2:8;17) 
… 
So what is this darkness?  Notice John says two things: First, “the darkness is passing 
away,” and then, “this world is passing away along with its desires.”  So to walk in 
darkness is to live controlled by the desires of this world instead of a desire for God.  It 
is to see the things of this world as more important, or weightier, than the things of God.  
And there is no future in this kind of life; it’s passing away. 
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And John calls this walking in darkness because when you are in the dark you are blind 
to reality.  The dark plays tricks on us.  We see things that aren’t there – there are 
ghosts in the hallway.  And we bump into things that actually are there.  So darkness 
results in a disconnection from reality. 
 
Here’s the point: when the things of this world are our passions then we are blind to the 
things of God.  But God is the most real thing in the universe – He made this place!  
And so if our eyes aren’t on Him we are disconnected from reality.   
 
And John says if we are walking in darkness, then we aren’t in fellowship with God 
because He is light.  Alternatively, when we are in fellowship with God He illuminates 
everything around us so we can see reality clearly. 
… 
Now let me just make this practical for a second.  Maybe you’re in a rough spot right 
now; honestly I’ve had a hard week – things are not going as planned.  And if this is true 
for you, and if you are being rocked by it, then chances are your life is revolving around 
a desire of the world.  And what we need is not to get out of the problem, what we need 
is to increase our understanding of the glory of God.   
 
Did you know that glory means weight?  Like heaviness.  So when a problem is at the 
forefront of our mind it is the heaviest and most weighty thing around. 
 
Maybe for you it’s some brokenness in a relationship, and it feels like the whole world is 
crashing around you.  Or maybe inflation has you spending more than you make and 
your finances are in arrears.  Or maybe you are stuck in a sin that you can’t get away 
from.  Or maybe someone you love is sick and you are afraid you will lose them.  When 
we are in these kinds of spots we often pray “Jesus, help me.”  But what we mean is, 
“Jesus, make this go away.”  But He doesn’t usually do that. 
 
You see if your whole life is revolving around something other than Jesus eventually it’s 
going to go wrong, and you will be rocked.  Your god will have let you down.  So the 
answer is not to fix the problem.  That would just make the real problem worse.  Our 
sick relative would go on being god in our life.  Our love of money might go 
unchallenged.  And so, what we really need is to have the glory of Jesus made large in 
our life.  He needs the most weight, so we revolve around Him.  
 
This is what John calls “walking in the light.”  And when you are in the light you can see 
all the problems of life for what they really are.  And you can see the things you were 
afraid of that aren’t even real.   
 
So get out of the darkness.  Not by making the darkness go away, but by increasing 
your focus on Jesus.  Shift the center of gravity to Jesus.  Revolve around Him.  Don’t 
give yourself to the desires of this world.  Get out of the dark and into the light. 
… 
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We are going to come back to how to increase our focus on the glory of Jesus in a 
minute, but I want to turn our attention now to the foundation of all this which is that real 
fellowship with God is possible.   
 
Now fellowship with God is not just believing in God; it’s sharing in Him.  The word 
“fellowship” is the Greek word koinonia which means sharing something in common.  So 
this isn’t just believing in God or practicing His law, it is a participation with God.  And 
notice how John talks about it in verse 6.  He says: 

If we claim to have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 

live out the truth. (1 John 1:6) 
 
Two things are important here.  First, Christians are people who claim to have 
fellowship with God.  If you don’t claim to have fellowship with God then you might be 
here for the morals, or for the community, but you aren’t actually a Christian.  Jesus-
followers are in relationship with God. 
 
So is this something you claim about yourself?  Are you a Christian?  Are you in 
fellowship with your Creator?   
 
But maybe the language of fellowship is confusing – like you believe in God.  You 
believe that Jesus came to be your Saviour.  But you don’t have much interaction with 
Him.  Or maybe you used to interact with God but life has gotten in the way – you are 
just too busy and your relationship has taken a back burner. 
 
If you are in one of those spots then John wants to turn on the light so you can see 
reality.  Reality is that Christians are in fellowship with God.  If you aren’t in fellowship 
with God that should raise questions in your mind. 
… 
But here a second thing jumps out of verse 6, and that is that there are people who 
claim to have fellowship with God but don’t actually have fellowship with God.  And John 
says if this is us “we lie and do not live out the truth.” 
 
Now notice that John uses the word “we” here, so he’s not talking about the bad people 
out there, he’s talking about some of us.  We are the people who claim to know God, 
but some of us don’t actually know Him. 
… 
So what is fellowship with God?  And how can we grow in it?  First, what is fellowship 
with God?  Well, the most common picture the Bible gives us to describe our 
relationship with God is marriage.  Now that doesn’t mean you have to be married to 
know God; it just means the marriage relationship that we can enjoy with a spouse is 
like the God relationship we can enjoy with Jesus. 
… 
So if you’ve got a spouse then you are married, and play this out in your mind.  Imagine 
that you walk into the kitchen and your wife is cooking dinner and you come up behind 
her and give her a big hug and the kind of kiss that makes the kids uncomfortable.  
Wives, does your husband do that?  If not poke him and say ‘the pastor’s talking to you.’ 
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Now in that moment you aren’t more married than you were a minute earlier, but your 
experience of your marriage has changed – you are experiencing more than you were a 
minute ago.  And fellowship with God is like that.  You can be in relationship with God 
and have very different experiences with Him from time to time. 
 
So, if you’ve been married for a while there have probably been times where your 
experience of marriage went down.  Maybe you were really busy for a season; or 
maybe something came between you and you weren’t connecting deeply.  But the lack 
of connection during those times does not make you unmarried. 
 
And then there is the reality that some people are just more emotional than others.  And 
if you are one of those people then your marriage probably oscillates between flaming 
hot passion and freezing cold silent treatment – there might not be much middle ground.  
On the other hand if you or your spouse are about as emotional as a chunk of concrete 
you might hardly move up or down at all.  But here’s the thing, even if you aren’t an 
emotional person, you can still have a meaningful marriage, and you have still had 
moments of great emotional connection.  The fact of this is that you are married. 
 
You see she said “yes”.  And she wouldn’t have said yes if you approached marriage 
saying: “Well, I’ve done the math and I’ve concluded that spending the rest of my life 
with you would not be as bad as spending the rest of my life by myself.  So would you 
marry me?” 
 
If your husband said that to you and you said “yes” there is another problem going on, 
because that’s not how it works.  So even the least emotional married people have had 
moments of emotional connection with their spouse. 
 
And if you are a Christian then you have experienced at least moments of deep 
connection with God.  And the reason this is true is because a person becomes intimate 
with God when God’s truth comes to life in your heart.  So in John 16 Jesus says: 

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth….  He will 

glorify Me because it is from Me that He will receive what He will make known to 

you. (John 16:13-14) 
 
Jesus says the Spirit’s job is to make Jesus known to us.  He manifests Jesus to us.  
The Holy Spirit takes what Jesus has said – His word, the Word of God – and brings 
glory to Jesus by making Him glorious to us – He makes us realize the weight of His 
importance and beauty.  When the Spirit shows us Jesus’ words catch fire in our hearts, 
and we go from knowing that Jesus loves us to realizing “Jesus loves me!” 
… 
So you’ve heard that scripture is God’s love letter to us, but it is only words on a page 
until the Spirit brings it to life in us.  In that moment the Word of the Lord shows us the 
Lord of the Word.  And that’s when you became a Christian.  That’s when you met 
Jesus and experience Him as Saviour. 
… 
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So fellowship with God begins when the Holy Spirit brings Jesus’ word to life in our 
heart.  But this isn’t a ‘once and done’ thing.  Imagine you were in a marriage where the 
last emotional moment of connection you experienced was at the proposal – wouldn’t 
that be terrible?  And that’s not what Jesus wants for us.  Rather He wants ongoing 
fellowship; He wants the Spirit to continue to bring His word to life in our hearts.  And we 
need this. 
 
We need Jesus’ glory to be made large in our life again and again.  We need to see the 
weight of His importance so that everything in our life can revolve around Him.  We 
need fellowship with God.  And John says it’s possible.  So how do we grow in this?   
 
If you are a Christian, you are claiming to have fellowship with God.  And if this is true 
then you have at least had moments of encounter with Him.  But God wants ongoing 
fellowship for us.  And to get here we need to continually be in His word.   
… 
But when I say “Be in the word” I mean something other than simply reading it.  You see 
there are two ways to read the Bible.  Both are correct.  Both are important.  But one 
way often gets neglected. 
 
So Canadians generally read books to learn information or take in a story.  And our 
churches have been full of this.  In Sunday school I learned all the stories of the Bible.  I 
knew all about God.  I believed in Him, but I didn’t meet Him until I was 19.  That’s when 
the Spirit brought Jesus’ word to life in me and I started hearing His voice.  And so there 
is a different way to read the Bible if you want to have fellowship with God. 
 
And so I want to end with a story of the dark and three questions a mentor directed me 
to that enabled me to hear the voice of God in the dark and walk in the light.   
… 
So this week I was hurt in a business deal in a way that has the potential to cost me a 
lot of money.  Poop hit the fan on Monday.  And I didn’t sleep that night.  And my chest 
has been tight all week.  And in that dark spot I thought of all sorts of ways to get out 
and none of them were good.  And IO prayed “God help me.  Make it stop.” 
 
But the help I needed began Tuesday morning when I opened my Bible and found that it 
was the last day of my 1-year-Bible plan.  This meant I was reading Revelation 20-22.   
 
And as I read this the Spirit started speaking, and the Spirit started increasing Jesus’ 
gravity in my heart.  His glory started getting big.  You see in Revelation 21 and 22 
everything gets put in perspective.  It doesn’t matter what’s going on in your life, Jesus 
wins.  Only fellowship with God matters. 
 
And guess what, the glory of Jesus hasn’t made my problem go away, but it has taken 
the pressure off my chest, and I can sleep.  And from that calm place I’m making better 
decisions.  And the reason is because I’m seeing the glory of Jesus and I’m reminded 
again that there is nothing wrong with investing, but money makes a pathetic god.  
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Jesus is a way better God than money, and I want Him.  I want fellowship with Jesus 
more than I want anything else.   
 
So here are the three questions I went through on Tuesday morning as I opened God’s 
word.  If you want fellowship with God, I encourage you to write these questions down. 
 
First question: “How does this text increase the glory of God?”  “What is it in this text 
that helps me realize God is the biggest thing in the dark valley?” 
 
And in Revelation 20 Jesus binds Satan and everything in creation bows at His feet.  
That’s a big God!  That shown light into my darkness.  And in that light I started seeing 
more clearly.  Jesus’ glory came alive in that moment for me.  So ask “How does this 
text increase the glory of God?”  And look for it, and enjoy it. 
 
Second, ask: “What sin does this text expose in my life?” 
 
Here’s a funny reality about being a Christian.  For most of us we know what’s right and 
wrong.  So when we read the Bible we get board because we know we aren’t supposed 
to murder or cheat on our taxes or lie.  And so we feel like there is nothing new. 
 
But here’s what happens, while we know what is right, we still continually stumble into 
the darkness and need to be reminded – is it just me?  We forget that centering our 
lives around Jesus is the only way to live abundantly.  We slip into thinking we’ve got a 
better way.  And so we need Jesus to speak directly into our situation. 
 
And so when you ask: “What sin does this text expose in my life?”  Jesus can put His 
finger on the thing that is keeping you out of fellowship – keeping you away from the 
very thing you need. 
 
And as the glory of Jesus increased for me this week I looked at the gravity of Jesus, 
and saw the temptation to make money my god, and how pathetic a god money is.  And 
I could confess this to Jesus.  And John says when we walk in the light the blood of 
Jesus purifies us from all sin.  That’s a beautiful place to be. 
 
And finally ask: “Why are you showing me this today God?  Why not yesterday?  Why 
not tomorrow?  What do You want to say to me today?” 
 
And here is the beauty of the Word of God.  It’s not simply a recording of some stuff 
God said in the past, it’s alive and active.  And so Jesus set up that I’d be reading 
Revelation 20 to 22 on Tuesday morning.  He did that!  And God wants to use His word 
to speak into your today as well.  He speaks through His word.   
 
So pursue fellowship with God.  Don’t just learn about Him, meet Him and hear His 
voice.  He’s talking.  He loves you.  And He wants you to know Him.  So get out of the 
dark, and let the word of the Lord show you the Lord of the Word. 


