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Presiding Minister:  Pastor Chad Butz 

Assisting This Morning: 

 10:00 am @Trinity 

Communion Assistant - Judy Krovic 

Lector - Matt Krovic 
 

Covid Protocol:  Masks are recommended for all non-vaccinated and vaccinated 

persons.  We ask that you especially wear your mask while singing and in close 

proximity to others. 
 

Communion Practices:  Please come forward if you wish to receive communion or a 

blessing.  If you need Gluten Free wafers or Grape Juice, please come forward with 

your palms facing toward the ground.  If you would like a blessing, please cross your 

arms across your chest.  For wine and gluten bread, please come forward with your 

palms facing the ceiling.  All baptized persons are welcome at the table. 
 

The altar vases are presented to the Glory of God and the bulletins & candles are 

sponsored in fond memory of all loved ones by Nancy Paine. 
 

New Here?  We are happy you are here!  If you would like to get to know Renewed in 

Grace more deeply, please leave your name and number on the book near the door you 

entered from.  The Pastor will then be in contact with you. You may also email us at 

renewedingracecoop@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

RENEWED IN GRACE CO-OP 

MINISTRY 

 

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

240 Broad St.   P.O. Box 97 

Highspire, PA  17034 

717-939-3492 

stpeters240@verizon.net 

www.renewedingracecoop.org 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

221 S. 2nd St. 

Steelton, PA  17113 

717-939-4998 

trinitysteelton221@yahoo.com 

www.trinitysteelton.org 

mailto:stpeters240@verizon.net
http://www.renewedingracecoop.org
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Sunday Worship 

September 18, 2022 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Arthur Berg 

 
THE GATHERING 

 

*Please stand as you are able 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 

Our hearts are broken.  We don’t know how to love properly. 

Our trust is broken, we cannot earn it faithfully or give it freely. 

Our community is broken.  We cannot love our neighbor as ourselves. 

We confess that we are both the victims and the perpetrators of our  

brokenness.  We implore you, dear God:   Break the cycle of brokenness.  

Provide the grace and trust that we cannot provide.  Open our eyes to our 

neighbors who are near to us, and those who are far away.  Heal our 

hearts.  Restore our trust.  Build our human community.  Amen. 
 

God created you, knows you intimately, and calls you “Good.”  As a minister of 

Christ, I proclaim that God loves you and forgives all your sins.  But this absolution 

is not just for you.  We live as forgiven in cycles of oppression.  As forgiven Children 

of God, created in God’s image, our forgiveness creates our ability to fight the  

unjust system we find ourselves in.  Go forth as created, known, and loved people, 

forgiven to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and  

recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim God’s  

favor.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN       “God’s Work, Our Hands”                      (see insert for music) 
1 God's work, our hands:  working together, building a future, repairing the world, 

raising up homes, planting new gardens, feeding the hungry and sheltering the 

cold. 

Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, sharing the good news of your 

Gospel. 
 

2 God's work, our feet:  traveling together, following Jesus to places unknown, 

walking as friends, marching for freedom, running the race with God's future the 

goal. 

Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, sharing the good news of your Gospel. 
 

3 God's work, our voice:  singing together, praising, proclaiming to all who will 

hear, 

praying for peace, shouting for justice, claiming God's love for the lost and the 

least. 

Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, sharing the good news of your  

Gospel. 
 

4 God is at work in and around us:  seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise! 

Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in God's 

love. 

Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, sharing the good news of your Gospel.                                                                                                                                

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. 

Keep our feet from evil paths.  Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to 

the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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THE WORD 
 

*Please be seated                                                              
FIRST LESSON:  Amos 8:4-7  

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Peace and 

prosperity in Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor.  

The prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a situation. 
 

 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 

  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 

  so that we may sell grain; 

 and the sabbath, 

  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 

 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 

  and practice deceit with false balances, 

 6buying the poor for silver 

  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 

 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.     Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 113  (Read responsively)   
1Hallelujah!  Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 

  praise the name of the LORD. 
2Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 

  from this time forth forevermore. 
3From the rising of the sun to its going down 

  let the name of the LORD be praised. 
4The LORD is high a- all nations; 

  God’s glory above the heavens.  
5Who is like the Lord our God, 

  who sits enthroned on high, 
6but stoops to behold 

  the heavens and the earth? 
7The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 

  and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
8enthroning them with the rulers, 

  with the rulers of the people. 
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9The LORD makes the woman of a childless house 

  to be a joyful mother of children.  Hallelujah!  

 
SECOND LESSON:  1 Timothy 2:1-7 

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many  

practical matters, such as church administration and worship.  The church’s  

focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has  

toward us in Jesus. 
 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and  

thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so 

that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  3This is 

right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For 

 there is one God; 

  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

 Christ Jesus, himself human, 

  6who gave himself a ransom for all 

—this was attested at the right time. 7For this I was appointed a herald and an 

apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 

truth. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.     Thanks be to God. 

 
*Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Alleluia, Alleluia”                       All Creation Sings 

RIG Co-Op Choir (recorded)      
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 16:1-13 

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and 

then is commended by him for having acted so shrewdly.  Jesus wonders why his 

own followers are less creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are 

managers of a far more valuable household. 
 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.  2So he 

summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you?  Give me an 

accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any  

longer.’  3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is  
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taking the position away from me?  I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 

ashamed to beg.  4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as  

manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’  5So, summoning his master’s 

debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He an-

swered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’  He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 

quickly, and make it fifty.’  7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 

He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’  He said to him, ‘Take your bill and 

make it eighty.’  8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he 

had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with 

their own generation than are the children of light.  9And I tell you, make friends 

for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may  

welcome you into the eternal homes. 

 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is  

dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much.  11If then you have not been 

faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  12And 

if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what 

is your own?  13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 

and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot 

serve God and wealth.” 
 

The gospel of our Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
*Please be seated 

SERMON                                                                                Rev. Chad Butz                                                       
 
SPECIAL MUSIC     “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”                Jane Parker Huber 

RIG Co-Op Choir (recorded)                                                                 
 
*Please stand as you are able 

APOSTLES‘ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; 
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     he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen.                                                                                   

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather 

our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 

     A brief silence. 
 

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth.  Accompany those  

preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism.  Enlighten preachers, teachers, 

seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the world.  God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your  

creation.  Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those 

who work to develop sustainable practices.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority.  Give leaders wisdom and  

compassion so that all may live in peace.  Inspire public servants to follow the  

example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person.  God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed.  Breathe justice into  

economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger.  Sustain food 

ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters (local outreach may be named). 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance.  Instruct us 

in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Show up for those who need you. Let us experience the your healing presence, and 

especially show up for; Michael Pressler, Carol Marks, Bob Wertz, Bruce Baldwin, 

Jack Etter, Vessie Ortenzio, Don Alsedek, Anna and Carl Zeiders, Barb Hawkins, 
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Jeff Myers, Courtney Lee Johnson, Diana Keyser, Aaliyah Pisle and all those we 

name in our hearts to you now.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

     Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne.  Keep us thankful for the 

witness of those who have gone before us especially Bruce Sauder, and bring us 

with them to the heavenly feast that has no end.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we 

offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  

*Please share the peace in your location and socially distance a message of peace. 

*Please remain standing as you are able. 

 
OFFERING HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and 

fruitful labor.  Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer 

here.  Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation, 

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 

   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise.    

                                                                                                                
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  

Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the  

miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy                                                                                        ELW p.153 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that 

shall be, Creator of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 

The hallowing of your name echoes throughout the universe!  The way of your  

justice be followed by the people of the world!  Your heavenly will be done by all 

created beings!  Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and 

come on earth: 
 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With the bread we need for today, feed us.  In the hurts we absorb from one  

another, forgive us.  In the times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  From  

trials too great to endure, spare us.  From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  For 

you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  

and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

SHARING THE MEAL 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet. 

*Please be seated for distribution of communion 

 
*Please stand as you are able for the blessing 

BLESSING                                                                                                                                                 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray, 

Gracious God, we give thanks for your pruning, planting, and nurture.  We rejoice 

that you have used the harvest of field and vineyard to renew and sustain us.  Lead 

us as we go from this life-giving meal into lives of grateful service to you and your 

cherished creation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION 

Siblings in Christ, both our work and our rest are in God.  Will you endeavor to 

pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude to God and in service to  

others, at morning and evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit us your servants into the 

one body of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Look with favor upon us in our commitment to 

serve in Christ’s name.  Give us courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us 

all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service to others; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION   

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen. 
                                                                                                                              
CLOSING HYMN       “Be Thou My Vision”                                                ELW #793                   

        
SENDING        

Go in peace.  Love your neighbor.  Thanks be to God. 

     
POSTLUDE                                                                                Arthur Berg

   

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.   

License #SB124411 

 

Prelude - Arthur 

OH - "God's Work, Our Hands" (see insert) ACS#1000  

            @2019 ELCA, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

GA - "Alleluia. Alleluia"  p. 14 ACS, Holy Communion Setting 11 

                             Augsburg Fortress (recorded) 

Special music: "Let Justice Flow Like Streams" (RIG Co-op Choir recorded) 

                          text & music : Jane Parker Huber @1981 Presbyterian Pub. 

Closing hymn - "Be Thou My Vision" #793 

                              SLANE @OCP 

Postlude - Arthur 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONE LICENSE, License #736549-A. All rights reserved. 
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                              News & Happenings 

 

Sponsors still needed for our Guatemala Student  

Members of  St. Peter’s (2 sponsors still needed) & Trinity can sponsor a  

student in Guatemala (at David and Jenn Hope-Tringali's school).  We are asking 

our members to sponsors  just one month and cost is $100.  If you are interested 

there are sign-up sheets at both churches in the Narthex.  Contributions 

should be clearly marked “Hope Academy Scholarship” and placed in the collection 

plate.  Thank you for supporting this important endeavor! 

 

Trinity still has sponsorships available for flowers and/or bulletins/candles for 

certain Sundays in October through December.  Call Jan Holwig (717-564-6360) if 

you would like to be a sponsor.  The flowers are still $25 and bulletins/candles are 

$17.  Thanks. 

 

Monday Night Takeout Meals – Sally & Rita would like to thank you all again 

for the donations they have received in 2021.  They thank you in advance for all the 

help they get with this outreach project!  Since we started this outreach  

project on January 18th, 2021 we have served 4,752 meals!   

Monday Night Meal Count: 

Date   # of meals # families/  # families/clothing 

     non-food items  

August 22     68   16   5 

August 29     68   16   4 

September 5     40    9   5 

September 12 

 

Non-Food Donations Needed – Please remember our outreach project of  

non-food items given out on Monday evenings.  We continue to accept donations 

like:  shampoo, conditioner, body wash, soap bars, razors, tooth paste, tooth  

brushes, liquid hand soap, hand sanitizer, 4 pack of toilet paper, Kleenex boxes,  

paper towels, napkins, paper plates, plastic wear, trash bags, dishwashing liquid,  

sponges, sandwich bags, gallon bags, trash bags and plastic bags from grocery store.  

Please place donations in the box on Sunday morning or contact Rita  

Pressler at riessrm1226@aol.com.   Thank you! 

 

Thankful Threads Update – We are in need of  & now accepting donations of 

clothing once again.  We are particularly in need of  ANY AND ALL TYPES OF 

CLOTHING, ESPECIALL CHILDREN SIZES.  Any donations would be greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you.  

mailto:riessrm1226@aol.com
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Thursday Night Takeout Meals at Trinity - Our free meals program is still  

successfully continuing each Thursday.  Thanks to Jim and Sandy Canning for 

their leadership.  Sandy does ALL the cooking each week and we thank her for 

that!  When people come in for meals, some of them also "shop" the Little Food  

Pantry tables in the social hall.  The table is in need of non-food items such as  

toilet paper, paper towels, and toiletries (same list as St. Peter's!).  If you can  

donate items, please bring them to the social hall on  Thursday evenings or  

Sunday mornings.  Food items are also welcomed! 

Thursday Night Meal Counts 

Date   # of meals   Date  # of meals 

August 18   53   August 25  45 

September 1   37   September 8  53 

 

Young-Adults Group:  We are starting a young adults group on October 13th at 

7pm. We will be meeting monthly at a restaurant on the 2nd Thursday of the 

month. There is no real age bracket, just all those who identify as young adults 

are welcome and are 18 or older.  If interested please email Pastor Chad at  

renewedingracecoop@gmail.com so that you may be in the loop for restaurant and 

topic choices. 

 

Youth Group and Confirmation - If you know of any young person in the 

grades of 6th, 7th, 8th, or 9th grade, they are eligible for confirmation.  We will be 

having a  

retreat at one of Lutheran Camping Corps. from Friday October 14th through the 

15th.  Youth Group will again be happening, but we are still working on the 

schedule, stay tuned for more information.  Please email  

renewedingraceoop@gmail.com if you have youth or are a youth, that is  

interested. 

 

University of Faith (U. of Faith) - Renewed in Grace and St. Peter’s,  

Middletown are trying something new this year for Advent and Lent.  We will be  

offering various courses throughout the seasons of Advent and Lent that you may 

pick from.  There will be courses offered by lay and rostered people, and will be 

available for both in-person only, hybrid and online-only options.  Specifics will be 

coming in the next month or so. 

 

ChicaBean Coffee - We are now selling coffee through an affiliate distribution 

list, that will provide higher return for our ministries.  Please try not to use the  

affiliate link, but rather give your orders to Pat Hawkins and he will order for 

you.  Order forms will be available in the next week or so.  
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Live-in position desired  

to help you around the house &/or with personal care, errands, etc.  please contact 

Terri Taylor at phone number 314-224-3551 (call or text) or by email 

at: bbbengine@usa.com 
 

Upcoming Worship Schedule: 

September 18th:  at Trinity (God's Work, Our Hands, Service project following  

worship) 

September 25th:  at St. Peter's (Sunday Morning Bible Study Resumes at 9am) 

October 2nd:  at Trinity 

October 9th:  at St. Peter's 

October 16th:  at Trinity 

October 23rd:  at St. Peter's 

October 30th:  at Trinity (Reformation Sunday and joint worship with St.  

Peter's, Middletown) 
 

Please remember the following members & friends in your prayers. 

   

St. Peter’s Prayer Concerns: 

Members living at care facilities: 

Barbara Hawkins at Ecumenical Community 

Warren & Esther Nelson at Traditions of Hershey, Palmyra 

Members who are shut-ins living at home:  Geraldine Reider 

Those in need:  Diana Keyser, Michael Pressler, Carol Marks, Bruce Baldwin, 

Jack Etter, Don Alsedek, and Barb Hawkins. 

 

Trinity’s Prayer Concerns:       

Those in need:  Bob Wertz, Carl & Anna Zeiders, John & Nancy Brunner,  

Jeff Myers. 

We continue to pray for:  Chuck Korte, Ben Whittington and all our  

homebound members. 

 

In case of a pastoral emergency outside of his or Barb’s office hours, Pastor 

Chad can be reached by his cell phone which is 610-297-2514.  Please also note the 

following message from Pastor Chad, “Due to the overwhelming amount of spam 

calls we receive I most likely will not pick up, so please always leave a message in 

the case of a Pastoral Emergency.  Do not hesitate to call again, as well, if I don’t 

respond within a half hour.  Please limit pastoral emergency calls to life 

threatening circumstances and/or death of loved one.”  Barb will be in the offices 

as follows:  Mondays & Wednesdays from 1-4pm at St. Peter’s and Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 1-4pm at Trinity.  Remember, she will be covering for both offices 

remotely while at the other office. 

 


