Testing: Part II - Temptation!
James 1:12-17

In his very practical letter, James unfolds a theme “A Faith That Works”. He describes evidence of genuine faith in a person’s life. Our response in the face of trials (vv. 2-4) is one such indication of divine transformation, and now, James focuses on the other side of testing - temptation.

I.	Trials & Temptations - Different? 

A. Trial = A difficult _________________ allowed by God to ________________ our faith and build ____________________ and maturity. (v.3)

B. Temptation = An ______________ or allurement given with the intended purpose of causing us to _____________ or to ______________. (vv.13-15)

C. Testing = Both trials and temptations are a true ___________ of our faith. Each has potential for   ___________ or for spiritual ___________.

II.  Source & Results of Temptation: 

A. God is never the Source (v.13) -

B. Satan (Lust) is the Source (v.14) -

C. Sin & Death are the Result (v.15) -

III.	 Facts to Remember:

A. Do not be Deceived (v.16) -

B. You are Not Alone (Heb. 2:18) -

C. Our Response is Key (I Cor. 10:13) -

We do not like to talk about temptation, but it’s a part of our lives. By God’s power, we can discern Satan’s tactics clearly and defeat him soundly! We do not have to fall.
Going Deeper:

1. When you read James’ admonition to consider being tempted as an opportunity to be joyful, how does that strike you?  

2. Have you ever been in a situation in which you knew you were on dangerous ground due to a very present temptation? What was your response? What did Joseph do (Gen. 39:12)?

3. What might be some of the positive results God has in mind when He allows temptations to come into our lives? What can these experiences teach us?

4. Can you name a Biblical character who was able to resist temptation and hold on to God even when enticement was incredibly inviting? 

5. What are some of the legitimate desires which can become illegitimate or destructive when fulfilled outside of God’s will and timing?  

6. Why are deep friendships so crucial when we are facing a world of enticements and temptations? Why is transparency so important in dealing with potential sin?

7. Personal: Are you dealing with a “besetting sin”, one which continues to cause you to fall even after repeatedly confessing? What can you do to gain victory?

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Why do your Mom and Dad sometimes tell you not to do something? Are they being mean or are they trying to keep you safe?

2. Why does God tell us not to do certain things? Is He protecting us from something that could hurt us? 

3. Have you ever disobeyed your parents when they’ve told you not to do something? How did you feel?    

