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DIOCESE OF EDMONTON 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
Minutes 

 
January 20, 2022 – electronically via Zoom – 7:00 p.m. 

 
Present 
Rev. Nick Trussell   Lois MacLean   Rev. Canon Scott Sharman 
David Heritage    Lynne Reckhow  Ven. Sue Oliver 
Sheila MacKay    Rev. Danielle Key  Very Rev. Alex Meek 
Rt. Rev. Stephen London  Rev. John Gee   Rev. Colleen Sanderson 
Cathy Armstrong   Mary Lou Cleveland  Ven. Travis Enright 
Toby Ramsden    Brian Jolly   Rita Stagman 
Rev. Cheryl Boulet    
   

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer 
Bishop Steve welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with prayer. 

 
2. Regrets 
 Regrets had been received from John de Haan, the Ven. Jordan Ware, the Ven. Lee Bezanson, 

and the Ven. Richard King. 
 
3. Consent Resolution 

a.   Adoption of Agenda  
 b.   Minutes of November 18, 2021 
  

Moved by: Cheryl Boulet  Resolution # EC  01-22 
 Seconded by: Danielle Key  To adopt the consent resolution 
 That the minutes of November 18, 2021 and the agenda for today’s meeting be 

accepted. 
Carried. 

 
4. Bishop’s Report 

Synod 2022 has been scheduled for October. Synod is bigger than a business meeting; it is a 
spiritual vision of the Gospel. How do we live out Christian mission together? Synod 
captures a vision of shared ministry and discipleship, extending far beyond the clergy. We 
want to encourage vibrant faith and ministry in every member of our diocese. The Bishop’s 
ministry is impoverished if it is conducted in isolation. The canons give us an agreed 
framework for decision-making and the means of changing that framework as necessary. 
 
The Diocese is quieter now, because Christmas is over but also because of COVID-19. 
Worship has now largely gone back online. Bishop Steve has paused his in-person visits to 
parishes until the end of February, and will be conducting diocesan online services himself. 
In addition to our own Synod we have Provincial and General Synods upcoming this year. 
Seven parishes will be commencing searches for incumbents within the year. 
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5. Administration and Finance Report (Toby Ramsden) 
a. St. Luke’s Historical Designation 
Toby had circulated a written report on this issue. A&F has spent the majority of its last two 
meetings discussing it. Scott Ash from the City and Nick Trussell from St. Luke’s attended 
the most recent meeting. A&F has still not been able to reach a conclusion. Lois indicated 
that she could not advise the Bishop to sign the proposed agreement in its present form, and 
she is prepared to enter into discussions with the City to address her concerns. Members 
were asked to direct any questions to Lois. 
 
The historic designation of St. George’s has worked well in practice, but Lois has serious 
reservations with the agreement that was signed because of the obligation it places on the 
Diocese to maintain the building. This obligation should be placed on the parish, and the 
City might be willing to make that change. Lois is also concerned that the obligation, 
however placed, is too onerous. She emphasized that Bishop Steve has expressed a desire 
that St. Luke’s continue as a parish and she shares that desire. 
 
Concern was expressed that the tone of the discussion had become too adversarial and that 
the problem was being viewed as belonging to St. Luke’s rather than the Diocese as a whole. 
Nick clarified that the parish does have enough money to complete the immediately needed 
repairs on its own, but doing so unassisted could jeopardize its long-term financial 
sustainability. Other options for Diocesan assistance were discussed. It was pointed out that 
other parishes will have similar situations and a broader framework needs to be developed. 
Bishop Steve asked for members’ help in doing that. Toby clarified that A&F is not opposed 
to the designation. 
 
The Bishop unofficially asked the meeting the following question: Are you in favour of St. 
Luke’s taking on a historical designation? Six were favour, eight opposed.  

 
Moved by: Lois MacLean Resolution # EC  02-22 
Seconded by:    Travis Enright Regarding St. Luke’s repairs and heritage 

designation 
That Executive Council commits to support St. Luke’s with respect to the repairs 
which are necessary and required to be done.  Executive Council directs the 
Chancellor to follow up with the City with respect to the terms of the contract for 
possible Heritage Designation.  Executive Council shall also consider options that we 
(the Diocese) can commit to with respect to bridge financing or other financing 
options that will not place an undue or unfair financial burden on St. Luke’s. 

Carried. 
b. Property and Planning (Brian Jolly) 
St. Augustine’s is reviewing a quotation with respect to re-roofing of its hall. St. Luke’s 
repairs need to be started in the spring. It may be possible to repair Cold Lake’s foundation 
in place. Edgerton’s roof repair is finished. St. Faith’s foundation problem is being 
investigated. St. George’s is applying for more funding for work on its windows and doors. 
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6.  Dissolution of St. John the Baptist, St. Paul (John Gee) 
 

John explained that the parish of St. John the Baptist has not been functioning for some time, 
and the matter is now urgent because its charitable status has been revoked and the Canada 
Revenue Agency deadline for distribution of its assets is imminent. John described the 
canonical procedure for disestablishment of a parish. 
 

Moved by: John Resolution # EC  03-22 
 Seconded by: Lois To approve the disestablishment of St. John the Baptist 
 That Executive Council concurs with the proposed disestablishment of the parish of 

St. John the Baptist, St. Paul pursuant to Canon 5.13. 
 Carried. 

 
7. Adjournment and Closing Prayer (Bishop Steve) 
 
Danielle moved adjournment. Members joined the Bishop in saying the Grace. 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:48  p.m. 
     
Date of next meeting: March 17, 2022 


