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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

September 18th, 2022  
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be 
managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial 
to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, 
himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from 
the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By 
God’s gracious favor we have everything we need. 
 
Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a 

safe space to bring your whole self. If there are ways we can make participation in 
worship easier for you, we will do our best to accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: DuPage County community level is Medium. Since we are at the 
medium level, masks are optional in our building.  
Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual packets 
available near the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember 
people have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and 
situation to situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or 
“Would you like a handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the 
sides of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; 
please space yourselves accordingly.  
Less touch: The offering plate is located near the entrance of the worship center. 
 
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. 
You will need your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is 
convenient, you can use it to pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship 
place. We distribute packets of pre-consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is 
available) for those who call the church office. We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their 
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
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Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold 
italic type on the following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
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Beloved of God: 
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 
God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN     Take My Life, That I May Be          ELW 685 

         Verses 1-4                         
 
 

GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom 
and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is seated  
 
YOUNG AT HEART SERMON          Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
Word 
 
First Reading:  Amos 8:4-7 
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
Peace and prosperity in Israel led to corrupt business practices and 
oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate 
such a situation. 
 
4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 
  so that we may sell grain; 
 and the sabbath, 
  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
  and practice deceit with false balances, 
 6buying the poor for silver 
  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
 7The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: 113 
 1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; 
  praise the name of the Lord. 
 2Let the name of the Lord be blessed, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 
 3From the rising of the sun to its going down 
  let the name of the Lord be praised. 
 4The Lord is high above all nations; 
  God’s glory above the heavens.   
 5Who is like the Lord our God, 
  who sits enthroned on high, 
 6but stoops to behold 
  the heavens and the earth? 
 7The Lord takes up the weak out  of the dust 
  and lifts up the poor  from the ashes, 
 8enthroning them with the rulers, 
  with the rulers of the people. 
 9The Lord makes the woman of a childless house 
  to be a joyful mother of children.  Hallelujah!  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading:  1 Timothy 2:1-7 
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood 
many practical matters, such as church administration and worship. The 
church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded 
passion God has toward us in Jesus. 
 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God 
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and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human,6who gave himself a ransom 
for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles 
in faith and truth. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Praise God, Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE GOSPEL READING:  Luke 16:1-13 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the Sixteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering 
his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I 
hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you 
cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, 
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? 
I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided 
what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome 
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me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do 
you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this 
age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the 
children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 
eternal homes. 
 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and 
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then 
you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to 
you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs 
to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two 
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated. 
 
SERMON             Pastor Adam Dowd 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                  Blessed Assurance    Soloist  
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Response to the Word   
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
All are seated. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 
gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 
creation. 
 
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those 
preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, 
teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the 
world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of 
your creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and 
guide those who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom 
and compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to 
follow the example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of 
each person. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice 
into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. 
Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. 
Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we 
share generously. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful 
for the witness of those who have gone before us, and bring us with them 
to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious 
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
Amen.  
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with phrases like 
“Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available text a word of 
peace to someone who is worshipping alone. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
Offering Reflection  
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us.  
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Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
Meal 
 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
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PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER…join their unending hymn 

 
 
The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare 
yourselves and your communion elements.                     Verse 1 & 3 
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The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN             Be Thou My Vision                   Hymn 793 
          All Verses 

 

  
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 
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We thank you for your ministry here today: 

Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Raymond Silhan III 
Organist                                           Rosita Yao 
Guitarists     Pastor Adam Dowd and Christopher Vincent  
Vocalist      Agnes Durairaj & Rev Jeb 
Reader      Roberta Sejnost 
Greeters     Carolyn Katt 
Ushers Connie Allekian & Alice Tangorra 
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost  

 
Announcements – 9-18-2022 

 
Bags to Benches Help reduce plastic pollution! Lord of Life, in 
conjunction with Trex, a composite decking company, who sponsors a 
plastic collection challenge where a group that collects five hundred 
pounds of plastic film receives a free “polylumber” bench from Trex in 
appreciation for their recycling efforts. Our goal is to collect five hundred 
pounds of plastic film beginning immediately. The bench will be free to us 
so let’s collect those bags! Collection boxes are at each church entrance 
and in the breezeway. So far, we have collected 185 pounds of plastic. 
We will be collecting bags until January 3, 2023. 
South Loop Community Table and LOL Partnership South Loop 
Community Table is a weekly community building event, meal, and 
resource center for unhoused folks in the South Loop. As winter 
approaches, the need for clothing items becomes extremely crucial. Lord 
of Life can help by collecting clean clothing items including, but not 
limited to, hats, gloves, shoes and coats. So, let’s do it. Check your clothes 
closets, your attic, and your bedroom drawers and collect those items of 
clothing. The wooden bin in the narthex is where you may drop off your 
clothing donations. 
Another way you can help is volunteer to provide a meal for about 75 
people sometime between October and May. Questions? Ask Bobbie 
Sejnost or Sherry Sejnost. Plans have begun! 
Outdoor Worship We will have outdoor worship on the east side of 
the building. Services will start at 6:00 PM. Date October 19th  
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Senior Spirits On Thursday September 22nd Leslie Goddard will be at 
Senior Spirits and give a presentation about Betty Crocker. We will 
continue with our Potluck luncheon.  Bring a dish to share and your own 
beverage. Everyone is welcome! Any questions please call Marilynn Sells 
at (630) 927-9996.   

Thank you to everyone that came out to the picnic last Sunday.  We had a 
wonderful visit by Jeremiah, the Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort 
Dog.  We did have a free goodwill donation for the K-9 Comfort dogs and 
raised $400.00. 

Please pray for members:  
Jim Eckwall    Connie Allekian  Marilynn Sells 
Roberta Sejnost   Caryl Schaer   Gale Dyskie 
Don Dibbern    Ron Matta   Nancy Swanson 
Cor Peterson 
  
A full list of relatives, friends and military personnel for whom we pray 
is emailed weekly on Friday. A list will also be printed in the bulletin 
the first Sunday of the month. 
  
We Love Your Photos! We need pictures and artwork for our daily 
Bible reading and prayers. Please share your photos with us at 
lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com 
 
Last Week’s Giving - $2671.00 
Year to Date Operation Deficit as of August 31, 2022 $36,039.00   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 
  
Sunday         9/18  10:00 AM    Worship (Live Streaming) 

10:45 AM Refreshment Table 
                              2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
Tuesday       9/20  11:30 AM  Lunch Bunch 

5:15 PM    Overeaters Anonymous 
7:00 PM  Church Council 
7:00 PM  Troop 56 

Wednesday 9/21  10:00 AM Bible Study 
     7:00 PM    One Day at a Time (AA) 
Thursday      9/22  12:00 PM Senior Spirits 
Friday           9/23  9:30 AM    Card Group 
Saturday  9/24  9:00 AM  SDA Worship 
Sunday         9/25  10:00 AM    Worship (Live Streaming) 
                              2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship
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