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Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Sept. 18, 2022, at 10 a.m. 

Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church & via Zoom 

~We Prepare for Worship~ 
Welcome and Gathering of Prayers 

Welcome friends and guests: As we are invited today to consider what it means to 
be managers (rather than owners) of all that we have. Apart from the generosity of 
God we have nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need. 
 

Worship Service: In God's Boundless Diversity, we are made in God's image! If 
you are visiting or new to our faith family, please fill out a yellow guest card and put 
it in the offering plate so we have a record of your visit. Come back and worship 
again. There are blue hymn request cards in the pew backs so you can suggest 
hymns for worship. Place the cared in the offering plate and be sure to include your 
contact information in case we need more information 
 

For worship, we encourage you to Zoom if you are health compromised or tested 
Covid positive. Masks are at your discretion but encouraged. 
 

Holy Communion: The Sacrament is offered to all worshiping with us. Zoom 
congregants, have your bread/wafer and juice/wine ready. Those worshiping in 
person may come forward for the sacraments or, cross your arms across your chest 
for a blessing instead.  
 

Fellowship: Join us after worship for food and fellowship. 
 

Other Information: Large print bulletins are available from our ushers. Restrooms 
are in the Fellowship Hall adjoining the sanctuary. Our ushers can direct you. For 
pastoral care, contact Pastor Kate at 619-916-9630 or via email at: 
kateschlechter2005@gmail.com -- pastor's office hours are Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, please contact her to schedule an appointment. 
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with 
you. 

Gathering Hymn: #583 Take My life, That I May Be 
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Confession & Forgiveness  
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another.  
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  
Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 

Kyrie (next page) 
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Prayer of the Day 
Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no 
one standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of your 
kingdom, and help us to order our lives by your wisdom; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7 (Pew Bible Pg. 749) 
A reading from Amos. 
4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the 
poor of the land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so 
that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer 
wheat for sale? 
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and 
practice deceit with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings 
of the wheat.” 
7The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never 
forget any of their deeds. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 113 
1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the 
name of the Lord. 
2Let the name of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth 
forevermore. 
3From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of 
the Lord be praised.  
4The Lord is high above all nations; God’s glory above the 
heavens. 
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5Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high, 
6but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth? 
7The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the 
poor from the ashes, 
8enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the 
people. 9The Lord makes the woman of a childless house to be 
a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!  

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 (Pew Bible Pg. 963) 
A reading from Timothy. 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for 
kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  
3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one 
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself 
human, 6who gave himself a ransom for all — this was attested 
at the right time. 7For this I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel: Luke 16:1-13 (Pew Bible Pg. 851) 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.  
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who 
had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man 
was squandering his property.  
2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear 
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, 
because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the 
manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to 
dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so 
that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome 
me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors 
one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to 
him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then 
he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A 
hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill 
and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest 
manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of 
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation 
than are the children of light.  
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9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome 
you into the eternal homes. 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little 
is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little 
is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful 
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to 
another, who will give you what is your own?  
13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate 
the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children's Time 
Children of all ages, please come forward 

Sermon – Pastor Kate Schlechter 

Hymn of the Day: #646 We Give Thee But Thine Own 
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Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  
Amen. 

Invitation to Prayer 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one 
bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s good creation. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Your response to "God of Grace", is "Receive Our Prayer" 

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. 
Accompany those preparing for baptism or affirmation of 
baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all 
those who share your good news with the world.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible 
stewards of your creation. Show us how best to care for the 
earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop 
sustainable practices.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 



 10 

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders 
wisdom and compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire 
public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders 
and safeguard the dignity of each person.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. 
Breathe justice into economic and social systems that 
perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, 
clothing banks, and emergency shelters including Pastor Clay 
and the Way ministry as well as our own 5 Loaves Program.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with 
abundance. Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth 
and resources, that we may share generously and receive our 
prayers for those in need especially... 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep 
us thankful for the witness of those who have gone before us 
and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
God of love, we pray for safe travels and theological 
enlightenment for Pastor Kate as she attends the 2022 
Theological Conference in Park City, Utah.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, 
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering  
An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using 

check or cash (mail to 510 Pine Street), or online at: 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #692 We Are An Offering  
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Offering Prayer  
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were 
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be 
gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (next page) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe 
declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within 
each cell; with every breath.  
We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.  
We bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human 
life; near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the 
poor; with us now.  
We thank you, O God. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering his love for 
us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 
meal; among your people; throughout the world. Blessing, 
praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by 
your Spirit, in your church, without end.  
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Distribution of Sacrament of Holy Communion:  

Communion Hymn: #678 God, Whose Giving Knows No 
Ending (next page) 



 15 

 
Communion Blessing  
May the body & blood of Jesus, strengthen us, preserve us, 
and unite us in Love.  
Amen. 

Song of Thanksgiving (next page) 
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Communion Prayer  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements & Special Blessings  

Blessing & Benediction  
May God give you wisdom to know -- when to speak and when 
to be silent, when to offer help and when to hold back, when to 
ask for help and when to go it alone, when to comfort and 
when to challenge, when to pray and when to get busy. And 
now, may the grace of our Savior Christ, the love of our faithful 
God, and the joy of our Friend the Holy Spirit, ☩  be with you 
now and always. Amen! 
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Sending Hymn: #717 Let Justice Flow Like Streams 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  
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~Announcements~  
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost, September 18, 2022 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Kate Schlechter, Julie Wersal, and Becky McNeil 
Zoom Leader(s): Sharon Sorenson & Ernie Parker 
Musicians: Connie Pallone, Becky McNeil, Sharon Sorenson, and Melodie Lanosga 
Ushers: The Pierce Family 
Communion: John & Lisa Rygiel 
Flowers: from Paula Little in memory of her parents Dorothy & Jack Leaper  
• Join us after worship today for fellowship time with food and conversation. 
• Sunday Morning Bible resumes this Sunday with a study on Philemon led by Carol Smith. 

Join us in the Blue Room or via Zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/907628370?pwd=eFVCTEVhb0xqMXcxY2xaUG5JMUZEdz09 
Or Dial 1 312 626 6799 Meeting ID: 907 628 370 Passcode: 332397 

• Pastor Kate attends the 2022 Theological Conference in Park City, Utah, this week. If you 
have pastoral needs, please contact Vicar Lisa Rygiel. 

• A Message from Our Transition Team: Mark your calendars for Sept. 25 and join us in 
Fellowship Hall after worship. The Transition Team is hosting a Timeline Event that will be a 
fun time for all and we look forward to the participation of the entire congregation. This is 
part of the Transition Team's job as we work on discovering the identity of Zion's as we've 
moved through the years. Our heritage and history will be incorporated into the Transition 
Team's work as we endeavor to find out who Zion's Lutheran has been, is currently, and 
who we want to be. Please bring yourselves and your memories and join the fun!!! 

• The Worship & Music Committee meets at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 20, in the Blue 
Room. 

• The deadline for the October newsletter is Sept. 21, please share your contributions or 
suggestions with Jo Moss. 

• Transition Team's next meeting is at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 29 in the Blue Room. 
• Women's Bible Study is at 9:30 a.m. Friday, Sept. 30, in person in the Blue Room and via 

Zoom. We are studying Galatians. All are welcome! Join via Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136424723?pwd=TkxsQVllMmo2bVlSekN0dGZqbz F1Zz09 -- 
Meeting ID: 831 3642 4723, Passcode: 865505 (or call 1-312-626- 6799). Questions can be 
directed to Carol Smith. 

• Next Saturday we will be delivering meals for our 5 Loaves Ministry. If you can help with 
deliveries, please contact Jo Moss, Norine Hazen, or Peggy Gustafson. 

• Save the Date: Paula Little will lead an Art & Wine Fall Fest Workshop from 1-4 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 15, in the Fellowship Hall. Plan to join this creative event. 

• Thank you to everyone who participated in this weekend's God's Work Our Hands service 
project around the church grounds and in the sanctuary. 
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