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Brothers and sisters, today, Jesus invites us to reflect on two opposing ways of life: 
the way of the world and that of the Gospel. The worldly spirit is not the spirit of 
Jesus. He shows this by the parable of the unfaithful and corrupt steward, who is 
praised by Jesus, despite his dishonesty. We must point out immediately that this 
administrator is not presented as a model to follow, but as an example of 
deceitfulness. This man is accused of mismanaging his master’s affairs, and before 
being removed, he tries to suck up with the debtors, by settling part of their debt so as 
to ensure himself a future. He does not defend himself, does not seek justifications nor 
does he become discouraged. On the contrary, recognizing his own limitations, he acts 
shrewdly, robbing his master for the last time.  
 
Commenting on this behaviour, Jesus calls us to respond to this worldly skill with 
Christian skill, which is a gift of the Holy Spirit. This is a matter of departing from the 
worldly spirit and values, in order to live according to the Gospel. How is worldliness 
manifested? Worldliness is manifested by attitudes of corruption, deception, abuse, 
and it constitutes the most ill-chosen road, the road of sin, because one leads you to 
the other! It’s like a chain, even if — it’s true — it is generally the easiest road to 
travel. Instead, the spirit of the Gospel requires a serious lifestyle — serious but 
joyful, full of joy! — serious and challenging, marked by honesty, fairness, respect for 
others and their dignity, and a sense of duty. And this is Christian shrewdness! 
 
The journey of life necessarily involves a choice between two roads: between honesty 
and dishonesty, between fidelity and infidelity, between selfishness and generosity, 
between good and evil. You cannot float between one and the other, because they 
move on different and conflicting forms of logic. It is important to decide which 
direction to take and then, once you have chosen the right one, to walk it with 
enthusiasm and determination, trusting in God’s grace and the support of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Three years ago, Pope Francis gave a reflection on today’s Gospel just before the 
Angelus. As you know, he tends to use colorful images. The key to reading this 
narrative lies in Jesus’ invitation: “make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest 
wealth, so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes” (v. 9). 
This seems somewhat confusing, but it is not so: the “dishonest wealth” is money — 
also called “devil’s dung” — and in general material goods. Wealth can propel one to 
build walls, create division and discrimination. Jesus, on the contrary, encourages his 
disciples to reverse course. It is an invitation to know how to change goods and wealth 
into relationships, because people are worth more than things, and count more than the 
wealth they possess.  



 

 
Indeed, in life, it is not those who have many riches who bear fruit, but those who 
create and keep alive many bonds, many relationships, many friendships through a 
variety of “wealth”, that is, the different gifts that God has given them. But Jesus also 
points to the ultimate aim of his exhortation. If we are able to transform wealth into 
tools of fraternity and solidarity, not only will God be there to welcome us into 
heaven, but also those with whom we have shared, properly stewarded what the Lord 
has placed in our hands. 
 
With this teaching, Jesus today urges us to make a clear choice between Him and the 
worldly spirit, between the logic of corruption, of the abuse of power and greed, and 
that of honesty, humility and sharing. When we try to follow the Gospel logic of 
integrity, clarity in intentions and in behaviour, of fraternity, we become artisans of 
justice and we open horizons of hope for humanity. By giving of ourselves to our 
brothers and sisters, we serve the right master: God. 
 
Brothers and sisters, in facing our shortcomings and our failures, Jesus assures us that 
there is always time to heal with good, to put right with good the harm done. Those 
who have caused tears, make someone happy; those who have wrongfully taken, give 
to those who are in need. By doing so, we will be commended by the Lord “because 
we have acted with prudence”, that is, with the wisdom of those who recognize 
themselves as children of God and works for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
May the Virgin Mary help us to choose at every opportunity and at all costs, the right 
way, even finding the courage to go against the tide, in order to follow Jesus and his 
Gospel. 
 
 


