
Creation 1 Texts: Jeremiah 18: 1-11; Luke 14: 25-33 
 
Reflection to lead into video on God’s gift of Trees by Rev. Laurel Dahill 
 
This week I heard a definition of faith that I resonate with.  
 
Barbara Brown Taylor says Faith is Persistence, putting one foot in front of the other, day by 
day and week by week and year by year. Sometimes the life of faith feels like this.  
 
(See podcast: https://omny.fm/shows/on-the-way/barbara-brown-taylor-sharing-
sorrow?in_playlist=podcast 
 
And sometimes there are moments that stand out that call something deep from us.  
 
In this Gospel reading today, named after the Luke, Jesus speaks to these kind of moments.  
 
Moments that are challenging for us. Where we are called to weigh up our values and Kingdom 
values.  

- And he uses the example of a family habit (from our Mother or Father or Brother or 
Sister) that does not align with the values of Jesus.  
 

He makes it clear - that whilst grace and forgiveness may be freely received, discipleship comes 
at a cost. And that cost is one of putting Kingdom values, before all else. 
 
Laying down our possessions or our usual ways of doing things - for the sake of others and for 
the good of the world.  
 
I am not sure what that means for you today?  

- Is it your exhaustion from the constant care you provide for a child or parent or partner?  
- Is it rethinking your consumption – an addiction to having more than you need?  
- Or is it seeing the church differently, not only for your needs but for the welcome and 

nurture of the neighbourhood also?  
 
 
The prophet Jeremiah (in our first reading) places before us an image of a potter forming 
something beautiful and purposeful from a shapeless lump of clay. He spoke in a time of 
looming war and exile. People were discouraged and felt that God had abandoned them.  
 
Yet this image gives me so much hope – that God (this mystery who is LOVE) takes something 
and reshapes it for purposes beyond our imagination.  
Today we consider the gift of trees. The gift of living wood, giving itself again and again for us.  
Let’s listen to some reflections by Rev. Laurel Dahill, Woodturner and Priest.  
 
VIDEO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKadLo_PP6o 


