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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 25  September 18, 2022 

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) 
of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ 
Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of 
God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we 
need. 

* Please Stand 

 Bob Johannsen, Trumpet 
 Felix Contreras Diaz, Trombone 
 Philippe Costa, Drums  
 Desma Johnson, Piano 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, 

 and of the ☩ Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: God of all mercy and consolation,  
All: come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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 Sing of the Lord's Goodness  RWSB 211  



4 

  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, overflowing with mercy and 
compassion,  

All:  you welcome back all those who go astray. Preserve 
your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things 
that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  

All: Amen. 
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The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical 
matters, such as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for 
others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus. 

 

Assisting Minister: 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in 
the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 5For  
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I 
am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

 

Assisting Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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 1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; 
  praise the name of the Lord. 
 2Let the name of the Lord be blessed, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 
 3From the rising of the sun to its going down 
  let the name of the Lord be praised. 
 4The Lord is high above all nations; 
  God’s glory above the heavens. 
 5Who is like the Lord our God, 
  who sits enthroned on high, 
 6but stoops to behold 
  the heavens and the earth? 
 7The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust 
  and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
 8enthroning them with the rulers, 
  with the rulers of the people. 
 9The Lord makes the woman of a childless house 
  to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah! 
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Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is 
commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers 
are less creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far 
more valuable household. 

 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then 
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position 
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided 
what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their 
homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to 
him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And 
how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you 
into the eternal homes. 
 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful 
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not 
been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No 
slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

  

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Guide My Feet  ACS 987   
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Assisting Minister: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one 
bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s good creation.. 

 God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 

… 

Pastor: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy 
Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

  

We worship God with our tithes and offerings.  Offerings may be given in the plate as 
you enter or leave worship, through automatic bank transfers, or by using the online 
giving option found on our website. www.sttim.org. 

 

You are invited to use this time to offer prayers to God or to dwell in the music. 

  

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 

the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

  

Assisting Minister to uncover communion 
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The congregation may be seated 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

  

 A Place at the Table  RWSB 241  
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Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

  

Pastor: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
 in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All: Amen. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Six 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

Pastor: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

 Take My Life, That I May Be  ELW 583  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 When the Saints Go Marching In Arr. Paul Johnston 

 Bob Johannsen, Trumpet 
 Felix Contreras Diaz, Trombone 
 Philippe Costa, Drums  
 Desma Johnson, Piano 
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Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

Trumpet: Bob Johannsen 

Trombone: Felix Contreras Diaz 

Drums: Philippe Costa 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires, Debby Love-Suddeth 

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Cantor(s): Adrian Johannsen 

Sound:  Jim Helgason 

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments: Adrian Johannsen, Helen Edwards  

 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires, Debby Love-Suddeth 

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Cantor(s): Volunteer Opportunity 

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments: Dee Holland  

Refreshments will be served after the 
service in the lounge. 
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September 11, 2022 

LECTIONARY 24 

Peripheral Vision 

“Look straight forward and raise your hand on the side where you see the blinking light 
in the corner of your eye.” Maybe you have taken a peripheral-vision test at an optome-
trist’s office or at a DMV while renewing your driver’s license. Peripheral vision, like 
peripheral hearing and other sensory parallels, is the ability to perceive things that occur 
outside the center of one’s focus. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus tells a story about a shepherd who seems to have good peripher-
al senses. He loses one sheep out of a hundred and immediately notices and sets off to 
look for it. This story may be so familiar that it is easy to take his actions for granted. 
But should we? It seems that many people looking at such a large group of nearly identi-
cal animals would have a difficult time noticing the disappearance of just one. 

Yet this is precisely what Jesus does throughout his ministry. He is always noticing peo-
ple on the margins of society whom others don’t see—whether because of disease, pro-
fession, gender, economic status, or past wrongs. Again and again he is criticized by 
other religious leaders for moving beyond the people they are focused on and toward 
others they see as peripheral. As Jesus’ followers, we are called to let him shift our at-
tention to people who need the love and attention of God—even when it takes us beyond 
the comfort of our normal focus. 

Today, as you gather to worship, ask yourself: Who is missing from the picture? Who is 
at the periphery of your assembly? Who is Jesus inviting to this table? In your church, in 
your community, in your neighborhood, or in your work, who does Jesus see that you 
have missed, and what would it look like to seek after them? 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



20 

Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 

A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the Unit-
ed Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day 
Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith. 

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 

Tuesday, September 20, 2022 

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before be-
ing elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the 
first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity. 

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax 
collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus 
nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or given online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

 

 

Adult Education has resumed in the Music Room – 11:15 on Sundays 

We are currently discussing Honoring Grief and Coping with Change. St. Timothy’s has 
said goodbye to its pastor and to many beloved members in the last 18 months. We have 
all lived through the roller coaster of an ongoing pandemic. Grief is a process and an 
experience of saying goodbye to what was, expressing the sadness and the warm memo-
ries, and discovering a new reality. Sometimes, people try to ignore or avoid grief. Oth-
ers can find themselves “stuck” in grief. Together we will learn about some of the un-
spoken dynamics of grief and share conversation about how new life and resurrection 
comes from goodbyes. Grab some coffee and treats in the lounge, then join us in the Ed-
ucation/Music Room at 11:15 on Sundays. 

Grief and Coping with Change – 5 weeks together (if you miss a week, that’s ok!): 

Week One 9/11/22 Overview  
    (definition of grief, types of grief, responses to grief) 
Week Two 9/18/22 “Stages” and the emotions of grief 
Week Three 10/2/22 Creative coping 
Week Four  10/9/22 When grief seems too much 
Week Five 10/23/22 New life and a “New Normal,” Resurrection 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Laura Snyder, daughter-in-law of Lucille Snyder Pires, who has had a stroke. 

The family and friends of Tom Barber. 
Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, our leaders and 
the leaders throughout the world. 

Delores Heyl  

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 
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This Week 

Sunday, 9/18 Worship 10:00 am 

 Adult Education 11:15 am 

Wednesday, 9/21 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 9/25 Worship 10:00 am 

 Adult Education 11:15 am 

Wednesday, 9/28 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

October St. Timothy Foundation Month 

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

pastorsandi@sttim.org 

Office Hours: Sunday afternoon, Mondays, and Thursdays 

Available by phone Monday through Thursday,9-6 and anytime for emergencies:  

831-262-6222 


