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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson 26 

Chapter 19 

 

• v. 1, “After these things. . .” this statement reminds us that this is a continuation of the events 

of chapters 17-18 

• However, these 3 chapters are in thematic order, not chronological order 

• The events of chapter 17 chronologically fit in the middle of the Great Tribulation 

• This chapter tells us of the fall of the apostate church 

• The events of chapter 18, chronologically fit between the fall of the apostate church and the 

fall of the antichrist 

• This chapter focuses on the fall of the one-world government 

• There’s a strong implication from chapters 17 and 19 that the fall of the one-world 

government is a separate event, but I really don’t know how much time will elapse between 

them 

• The events of chapter 19, chronologically fit in chapter 16:13-16 

• This chapter focuses on the fall of the Antichrist 

• But this chapter is also an important point of transition within the book of Revelation 

• J. Vernon McGee wrote of this transition, “The somber gives way to song.  The transfer is 

from darkness to light, from black to white, from dreary days of judgment to bright days of 

blessing . . . It is a bridge between the Great Tribulation and the Millennium.” 

 

1) v. 1, John’s attention is called to Heaven as he hears, “a voice of a great multitude in heaven, 

saying, ‘Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the lord our God!’” 

a) This multitude is comprised of the martyred saints who have finally been vindicated (see 

Revelation 6:10) 

2) v. 2-3 tells us what that multitude will be saying in that day! 

3) v. 4, the “twenty four elders” and the “four living creatures” will also join in praising God as 

fall down and worship saying, “Amen! Amen!” (So let it be!) 

a) We are first introduced to the 4 living creatures and the 24 elders in chapter 4:4, 6-8 

b) Let me remind you that the 4 living creatures represent the whole of creation 

1) 1 creature has the face of a man – the highest order of creation 

2) 1 creature has the face of an eagle – the highest of all the flying creatures 

3) 1 creature has the face of a lion – the highest of all the wild animals 

4) 1 creature has the face of a calf – the highest of all the domesticated animals 

c) The 24 elders represent the people of God 

1) 12 elders represent the 12 tribes of Israel (OT) 

2) 12 elders represent the 12 apostles (NT) 

d) So where do you and I fit into this picture? 

e) We are number among the 12 elders, for we are part of the New Testament church 

4) v. 5, Then John hears, “a voice (coming) from the throne saying, ‘Praise our God, all you His 

servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 

a) Who’s voice is this? 

b) John Walvoord writes, “It is probable that this is a voice of an angel rather than the voice 

of God or the voice of the saints.” 
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c) Who is this angel speaking to? 

d) ALL of God’s servants, the 24 elders, the 4 living creatures, and the martyrs of the Great 

Tribulation . . .  that means everybody in Heaven! 

5) v. 6, John hears even more voices, “a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the 

sound of mighty thundering, saying, ‘Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!” 

a) The refrain of v. 6 comes from the entire heavenly host, that is everybody mentioned in 

the preceding verses 

b) That’s where the “Alleluia Chorus” comes from that we hear in Handel’s “Messiah.” 

c) I have heard some large/impressive choirs sing the ‘Alleluia Chorus” but they pale in 

comparison to the great, glorious sound we will hear in Heaven! 

d) Have you wondered what exactly you and I will be doing in Heaven . . . here’s a glimpse! 

e) Singing, worshipping, and praising God for all eternity!!! 

6) v. 7, the multitude continues, “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory for the marriage 

of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 

a) Here is the infamous, “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” that Jesus refers to in Matthew 22 

and Luke 14 

b) Let’s make sure we understand who is present at this supper . . . 

1) The Lamb = Jesus The Bride = the church 

c) There’s a lot of interpretations of exactly who will comprise the church, and thereby be 

invited to the Marriage Supper 

d) Some think that this is only a reference to Jews, but don’t forget Matthew 22  

1) Landmark Baptist’s believe that they will be the only people seated around the table, 

that other folks will attend the Marriage Supper, but only faithful and true Landmark 

Baptist’s will actually be seated with the Lamb 

e) There’s also some speculation as to whether the Marriage Supper takes place in Heaven 

or on Earth . . . the Bible doesn’t really tell us. 

f) It really doesn’t matter to me, for Jesus will be there, and as long as I’m with Him, 

nothing else will matter! 

7) v. 8 speaks of , “the bride” 

a) Remember, the bride represents the church as a whole. 

b) Notice that v. 8 says, “It is given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; 

for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” 

c) This is NOT a contradiction . . . yes we shall be clothed with our acts of 

obedience/righteousness, but our works are as filthy rags UNLESS Jesus brightens and 

cleans them through His blood shed for you on Calvary’s cross 

d) v. 7 say, “His (Christ’s) bride has made herself ready.” The bride has made herself ready 

through her obedience and righteousness 

8) v. 9, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

a) Is there a distinction between the bride and those attending the marriage supper? 

b) Walvoord says “yes.”  For he believes that the church is the bride, but that the saints of 

the Old Testament, and the martyrs of the Great Tribulation will be invited guests to the 

supper 

c) But Walvoord also writes, “Such distinctions, however, should not be made greater than 

they really are.  God does not deal with the church on the same plane as He does the 

Gentile saints or Israel.  Each has its peculiar advantages and particular place in the 

divine program.  Just as no two individuals have exactly the same destiny, so no two 
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nations or groups in God’s program are treated exactly alike.   In all these relationships 

God is completely sovereign, righteous, and wise.” (Walvoord, p. 273)  

d) Remember, this is an angel speaking to John.  Notice John’s reaction in v. 10, “I fell at 

his feet to worship him” 

e) John, being overcome by the glory and holiness of all he has seen and heard just has to 

worship . . . and mistakenly worships the angel.   

f) Don’t miss this important statement . . . v. 10 tells us that the angel rebukes John and 

says, “Do not do that I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the 

testimony of Jesus;” 

g) Here is a great angel, whose voice we have heard many times throughout this book and 

this great angel tells John, “I’m just like you, a servant of God.” 

h) Walvoord writes, “Together they (men and angels) form the body that bears testimony to 

Jesus.” (Walvoord, p. 273)  

9) v. 11 begins the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which is the purpose of the book 

a) It’s as if Chapters 1 – 19:10 are all introduction and it is at this point that the revelation 

begins 

b) Walvoord writes, “In many respects, the scene which now follows, namely the second 

coming of Christ, is not only the high point of the book of Revelation, but in many 

respects is the high point of all history . . . How poverty stricken is any Christian theology 

which minimizes the second coming of Christ and how limited the Christian hope which 

does not include this glorious climax to God’s announced program of exalting His Son 

and putting all creation under His control.”  (Walvoord, p. 274) 

10) v. 11, Who is riding the white horse?   

a) Remember, we’ve already seen a person riding a white horse in Revelation 6:1-2 

b) The rider in chapter 6 is the Antichrist 

c) The rider in chapter 19 is Jesus Christ 

d) This rider is given 2 special names, “faithful” and “true” to contrast Him with the rider of 

chapter 6 (Antichrist) 

11) v. 12, this rider is described in details the people of John’s day would easily understand 

a) (READ WALVOORD, p. 274) 

b) “eyes are a flame of fire” – symbolizes His righteous judgement upon sin 

c) “upon His head are many diadems” – symbolizes His divine authority 

d) “He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself” – symbolizes 

His glory and divinity which transcend our understanding 

e) “clothed with a robe dipped in blood” – symbolizing  redemption  

f) “and His name is called the Word of God” – symbolizing the eternal nature of Christ as 

having been with God in the beginning, and being one with God 

g) John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God.” 

12) v. 15 – 16 describe the rider in even more detail 

a) “from His mouth comes a sharp sword” – the Greek term translated sword describes a 

long object, like a javelin, that was used to kill from a long distance 

b) The implication here is that Christ will overthrow the nations, and that no one on earth 

will be out of His reach! 

c) “He will rule them with a rod of iron” – symbolizes the absolute government under which 

all the earth will live (unyielding and uncompromising) 
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d) “He treads the winepress of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty” – symbolizes the 

finality of God’s wrath and judgement upon this wicked world.  The day of grace and 

mercy have now passed, and God will completely and thoroughly judge the earth. 

e) Walvoord writes, “There is nothing more inflexible than divine judgment where grace 

has been spurned.” (Walvoord, p. 278) 

f) “on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 

OF LORDS.” – Here at last has come the One who has the right to rule the earth for all 

eternity! 

13) v. 14, describes “armies which are in heaven . . . following Him on white horses.” 

a) Who are these people?  That’s you and me, the angels, and anyone else Christ chooses to 

take with Him.  We are all coming to earth to rule and reign with Jesus during the 1,000 

year reign! 

14) v. 17-18, the “birds” are invited to feast upon the flesh of the armies of the “beast” 

a) It’s a picture of buzzards circling around an animal that is near death 

15) v. 19 tells us that the “beast” (Antichrist – the individual) will assemble an army in a last 

effort to conquer Christ 

a) This is the battle of Armageddon, as first mentioned in 16:12-16 

b) This battle will take place at Meggido, a mountain pass that lies near the Mediterranean 

Sea, along the Northern coast of Israel 

c) At the conclusion of this battle, the Antichrist and the False Prophet are cast into the 

“lake of fire”  

d) This is the permanent dwelling place for the Antichrist and the False Prophet.  We will 

NOT be hearing from them again! 

e) We’ll see in chapter 20 that Satan is still loose, but he too will be cast into the “lake of 

fire” for all eternity 

16) v. 21 closes this chapter by telling us that all the armies of the Antichrist will be killed by 

Jesus, and their bodies will become food for the birds of air. 

a) The Great Tribulation ends in 19:17-18, and the Millennial reign begins in chapter 20 

with Christ and His saints upon the earth 
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