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“THE GRACE AND TRUTH PARADOX – Responding with Christlike Balance”          
Part 1: Glory Revealed, John 1: 14-18 

 
INTRODUCTION:  When God passed in front of Moses, He identified Himself as “abounding in 
goodness and truth” (Exodus 34:6).  These words are the Hebrew equivalents to “grace and truth,” 
which John tells us that Jesus manifested when He was here on earth.  As followers of Jesus, we 
want to be good examples of grace and truth, which can be a difficult balance to achieve…hence this 
study. 
 
“GRACE” 
Original Word: xáris  - is preeminently used of the Lord’s unmerited favor – freely extended to 
give Himself away to people 
“TRUTH” 
Original Word: alétheia  ”Not” + ”Concealed”, reality, sincerity, truth in the moral sphere, 
divine truth revealed to man, straightforwardness. 
 

1.  REFLECT FOR IMPACT 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14 

▪ God “Tabernacled” - Exodus 40:34 
▪ Glory Testified - 2 Corinthians 4:6, 3:18 
▪ Grace and Truth - 1 John 4:8, 1 John 1:5 

 

2.  RECEIVE THE INEXHAUSTIBLE 

”And of His fullness we have all received , and grace for grace.”  John 1:16 
▪ His Conversion - Ephesians 2: 4-5 
▪ His Completion - Colossians 2: 8-10 

 

3.  RELATE THROUGH THE INCARNATION 

” For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
           John 1:17 

▪ Begin with the Law - Rom. 3: 19-20, Gal. 3:24 
▪ Balance Like the Lord - John 8:11 

  

CONCLUSION  

Truth without grace breeds a self-righteous legalism that poisons the church and pushes the 
world away from Christ.  Grace without truth breeds moral indifference and keeps people 
from seeing their need for Christ.  Attempts to “soften" the gospel by minimizing truth keep 
people away from Jesus.  Attempts to “toughen” the gospel by minimizing grace keep people 
from Jesus.  It’s not enough for us to offer grace or truth.  We must offer both.”            
             Randy Alcorn 
 


