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GATHERING MUSIC            “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”    Sandra Eithun  
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE    ”Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”            Johann Sebastian Bach  
 

(We Stand) 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of  
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN            “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”            ELW 533 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you.  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 
FIRST READING             Amos 8:4-7 
 
4
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

5
saying, “When 

will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer 
wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with 
false balances, 

6
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the 

sweepings of the wheat.” 
7
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget 

any of their deeds. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                Psalm 113 

 
1
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the Lord; 

 praise the name | of the Lord. 
2
Let the name of the | Lord be blessed, 

 from this time forth for- | evermore. 
3
From the rising of the sun to its | going down 

 let the name of the | Lord be praised. 
4
The Lord is high a- | bove all nations; 

 God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. R 
5Who is like the | Lord our God, 
 who sits en- | throned on high, 
6
but stoops | to behold 

 the heavens | and the earth? 
7
The Lord takes up the weak out | of the dust 

 and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 
8
enthroning them | with the rulers, 

 with the rulers | of the people. 
9
The Lord makes the woman of a | childless house 

 to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah! R 
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SECOND READING                  1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 
1
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 

for everyone, 
2
for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 
3
This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our 

Savior, 
4
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

5
For there 

is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself  
human, 

6
who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right time.

7
For this I was 

appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the  
Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 16:1-13  
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 

were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 
2
So he summoned him and 

said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, 
because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I 
do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and 
I am ashamed to beg. 

4
I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, 

people may welcome me into their homes.’ 
5
So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, 

he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 
6
He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive 

oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 
7
Then he asked another, 

‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 
your bill and make it eighty.’ 

8
And his master commended the dishonest manager because he 

had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own  
generation than are the children of light. 

9
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 

dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
  

10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very  
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little is dishonest also in much. 
11

If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, 
who will entrust to you the true riches? 

12
And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to 

another, who will give you what is your own? 
13

No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You  
cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Josh Kestner 
 

SERMON            Pastor Josh Kestner 
 

(We Stand) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       "God Whose Giving Knows No Ending”           ELW 678 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at  
(803) 359-6562. 
 

Anthem          “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  Hal H. Hopson 
 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love! 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I’m come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor, daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

(We Stand) 

DOXOLOGY 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS  

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack. 

 
Communion Hymn          “Be Thou My Vision”           WOV 776 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this 
day and forevermore. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”            ELW 717 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE              “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”          Johann Gottfried Walther 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Johnny Richardson 
by Blaine and Alyssa Richardson. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester, 
  Deon Fink, Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary; 
 (11:00) Randy Huber, Alon Cox, James Renwick, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth,  
  and Doug Harper  
Readers: (8:30) Vernon Hester; (11:00) Becky Sons 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Neil Brown; (11:00) Myra Strock 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Noah Oxley, [C] Bia Oxley; 
   (11:00)  [A] Madelyn Burgess [C] Manning Burgess 
 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday School Information: 

 
         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
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Nursery – Room #105   Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason 
     Room #207 (Old Agape Classroom) 

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K – Room #103    

1
st

—5
th

 Grade – Room # 216   Agape Adult Class 
     Men’s Classroom (Downstairs) 

6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 Grade – Room #212    Young Adult Class 
     Chapel (Upstairs New Building) 

9
th

 – 12
th

 Grade – Room #217     


