
 “Rules to Live By – Relationships are better than Rules”

 (Matthew 22:34-40)
Some of you have no dilemma with rules. Your mantra would be ‘Rules were mean to be broken’. This tension between those who are rule followers and those who think rules are only suggestions created lots of tension for people during the years 2020 and 2021. For some, the RULES damaged RELATIONSHIPS. 
Matthew 22 34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees with his reply, they met together to question him again. 

35 One of them, an expert in religious law, tried to trap him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?” 

What do legal questions reveal about the one asking it? LEGALISM

The Pharisees were all about the LIST of RULES

So to these religious leaders, Jesus said…

37 … “ ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 

Jesus quoted from the OT Law.
Deuteronomy 6 4 “Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength.

While they were all about RULES 
Jesus’ answer – it is all about a LOVING RELATIONSHIP!

· To love the Lord with all one’s heart, soul, and mind expresses that we are to love the Lord our God with every part of our being.
· a love which dominates our emotions
· a love which directs our thoughts 
· a love which determines our actions
Loving God with our whole being is a RESPONSE to His LOVE

Loving God with our whole being REQUIRES FAITH! 

Loving God with our whole being RESULTS in obedience

39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 
Romans 13 8 …If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. 9 For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other such commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Christ recommends to us those as the great commandments, not which are so exclusive of others, but which are therefore great because inclusive of others. – Matthew Henry

The religious leaders were strong on RULES and weak on RELATIONSHIPS
‘Don’t be a rule follower; Be a God follower!

You have a choice to make
· You can try to live by a list of RULES 
· OR You can live in a loving relationship with the Creator of the Universe…
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