
September 9th, 2022

Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome back!!

We hope you had a fantastic, restful and of course FUN summer, and are back
energised for what will be a fabulous year!

We are excited to be heading into a year closer to what things were like before the
pandemic, while keeping safety and caution top of mind.  There will be new
opportunities to come together in ways we haven’t for far too long.

Before moving on to this year’s BIG plans, let’s take a moment to reflect on the
successes of last school year.  A year again filled with adjustments, changes and
resilience.  We extend a heartfelt thanks for your hard work with various events and
fundraisers that helped us raise $58,426.95! That was just shy of our $60,000 goal. This
amount is built into our overall budget to help keep tuition affordable, and allows for the
purchase of much needed items as well as covering significant portions of field and
sports trip costs.  Last year, those funds helped with a long list of items including the
maintenance of technology vital for student learning, new staff chairs, purchase of the
Readwell program for grades K-2, several air conditioners, an adjustment to the school
bell system and updates to the music room and library. Every dollar counts towards
improving our student experience, so thank you!

Now looking ahead with fresh eyes to a new school year, we again need your help!  The
On-Volunteers site has been fully updated to reflect the many ways families can help
make our school amazing, while fulfilling the required parent participation hours.  There
is also a new Participation Program Catalogue - liken it to that popular yellow and blue
store catalogue - filled with fabulous finds of fulfilling volunteer opportunities to fit your
needs and abilities! Approximately 81% of the total volunteer opportunities include
flexible tasks and duties that can be completed outside of regular school hours.

The year will kick off with our biggest fundraiser of the year, the Walk-a-thon! The whole
school will be back together again at Deer Lake on Friday, October 7th under the
theme… Walking Together Towards Truth, Healing and Reconciliation.  The goal is to
jumpstart the fundraising with a target of $45,000.



We will also again see other favourites return including Breakfast with Santa, Purdy’s
and plant sales along with the return of the expanded Read-a-thon in the spring and
50/50 raffle.

This year, we will also see the return of an oldie, but a goodie… the Spring Fair! Mark
your calendars now for May 27, 2023, when we aim to bring the whole school and
parish communities together.

We are still looking for people to help plan and lead some of our events. If you are
wanting to help, but hesitant to lead a project: Don’t be! Everyone will be supported by
the PEC and have the mentorship from those who have done it before. We are also
planning a leadership lab where those hoping to take on projects can get tips and
advice from mentors with a wealth of experiences in various areas (no one needs to
reinvent the wheel… let’s just keep improving it!).

As we all know too well, everything is getting more expensive at home, and it is no
different at school.  So the overall fundraising target is going up for the first time in a
long time to $75,000. Some of that would go to beginning the process of upgrading the
students’ desks in the school.  We know that together we can do it!

Please be sure to attend the AGM September 15th from 7pm to 9pm to hear more
about our plans, get the chance to talk about volunteer opportunities and meet your
teachers.

Our goal is to help strengthen the community and build on everyone’s desire to help not
because we have to, but because we want to see SFdS be the best school for all
students!  Let’s demonstrate our core values of FLAMES (Faith, Learn, Achieve, Mercy,
Engage, and Serve).

Let’s get the party started!

God bless,
The Parish Education Committee


