
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 11, 2022 

The 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. Although no longer mandatory, masks are still 
encouraged in all public areas and we ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Reverend Stephanie Wood 
Reader:  Patrick Ryan 
Safety Officer: Carol Denton 
Music:  The Choral Scholars; Char Hodgkins, conductor; David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographers: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Cranach, Lucas, 1515-1586. Christ as the good shepherd, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 
Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57054 [retrieved September 8, 2022]. Original source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lucas_Cranach_d.J._-_Christus_als_guter_Hirte_(Angermuseum).jpg. 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57054


 3 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)/Matthew Larkin (b.1963)  

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    124, 125 

1  If the Lord himself had not been on our side, now may Israel say * if the Lord himself 
had not been on our side, when men rose up against us; 
2  They had swallowed us up quick * when they were so wrathfully displeased at us. 
3  Yea, the waters had drowned us * and the stream had gone over our soul. 
4  The deep waters of the proud * had gone even over our soul. 
5  But praised be the Lord * who hath not given us over for a prey unto their teeth. 
6  Our soul is escaped even as a bird out of the snare of the fowler * the snare is broken, 
and we are delivered. 
7  Our help standeth in the Name of the Lord * who hath made heaven and earth. 
1  They that put their trust in the Lord shall be even as the mount Sion * which may not 
be removed, but standeth fast for ever. 
2  The hills stand about Jerusalem * even so standeth the Lord round about his people, 
from this time forth for evermore. 
3  For the rod of the ungodly cometh not into the lot of the righteous * lest the righteous 
put their hand unto wickedness. 
4  Do well, O Lord * unto those that are good and true of heart. 
5  As for such as turn back unto their own wickedness * the Lord shall lead them forth 
with the evil-doers; but peace shall be upon Israel. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Isaiah 60 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 
you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then 
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of 
the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude 
of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the 
LORD. All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister 
to you; they shall be acceptable on my altar, and I will glorify my glorious house. 
Who are these that fly like a cloud, and like doves to their windows? For the coastlands 
shall wait for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring your children from far away, their silver 
and gold with them, for the name of the LORD your God, and for the Holy One of Israel, 
because he has glorified you. Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall 
minister to you; for in my wrath I struck you down, but in my favour I have had mercy on 
you. Your gates shall always be open; day and night they shall not be shut, so that nations 
shall bring you their wealth, with their kings led in procession. For the nation and kingdom 
that will not serve you shall perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste. The glory of 
Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of 
my sanctuary; and I will glorify where my feet rest. The descendants of those who 
oppressed you shall come bending low to you, and all who despised you shall bow down at 
your feet; they shall call you the City of the LORD, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas 
you have been forsaken and hated, with no one passing through, I will make you majestic 
for ever, a joy from age to age. You shall suck the milk of nations, you shall suck the breasts 
of kings; and you shall know that I, the LORD, am your Saviour and your Redeemer, the 
Mighty One of Jacob. 
Instead of bronze I will bring gold, instead of iron I will bring silver; instead of wood, bronze, 
instead of stones, iron. I will appoint Peace as your overseer and Righteousness as your 
taskmaster. Violence shall no more be heard in your land, devastation or destruction within 
your borders; you shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise. 
The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give light to 
you by night; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 
Your sun shall no more go down, or your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your 
everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended. Your people shall all be 
righteous; they shall possess the land for ever. They are the shoot that I planted, the work 
of my hands, so that I might be glorified. The least of them shall become a clan, and the 
smallest one a mighty nation; I am the LORD; in its time I will accomplish it quickly. 
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Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Philip Moore (b.1943), 3rd Service 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 

Second Lesson John 6:51-69 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for 
ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ 
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 
have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my 
blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will 
live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said 
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept 
it?’ But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does 
this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew 
from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would 
betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless 
it is granted by the Father.’ 
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So 
Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, 
to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know 
that you are the Holy One of God.’ 

Please stand. 
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Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Philip Moore (b.1943), 3rd Service 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    
 

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 
 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we 
forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 

O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee 
and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem   Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
The choir sings an anthem. 

Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 
Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten. 
Es ist doch ja kein andrer nicht, 
der für uns könnte streiten, 
denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 

Mercifully grant us peace, 
Lord God, in our times. 
For there is no other 
Who could fight for us 
But you alone, our God. 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 529) Text: Joachim Neander (1650-1680?); tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt. 

 Tr. © Oxford University Press. Alt. with permission. 
 Music: MICHAEL, Herbert Howells (1892-1983). © Novello & Co., Ltd. Reprinted by permission of Shawnee Press, Inc. (ASCAP) 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-719605. 
 

1. God, my hope on you is founded;  
 you my faith and trust renew:  
through all change and chance you guide me,  
 only good and only true.  
  God unknown,  
  you alone  
 call my heart to be your own. 

3. Daily does the almighty Giver  
 bounteous gifts on us bestow;  
God’s desire for us delights us,  
 pleasure leads us where we go.  
  Here at hand,  
  love takes stand,  
 joy awaits God’s sure command. 

2. Human pride and earthly glory,  
 sword and crown, betray our trust;  
though with care and toil we build them, 
 tower and temple fall to dust.  
  But your power,  
  hour by hour,  
 is my temple and my tower. 

4. God’s great goodness lasts forever,  
 deepest wisdom, passing thought:  
splendour, light, and life attending,  
 beauty springing out of naught.  
  Evermore  
  from God’s store  
 newborn worlds rise and adore. 
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5. Still from earth to God eternal  
 sacrifice of praise be done,  
high above all praises praising  
 for the gift of Christ the Son.  
  Christ, you call  
  one and all;  
 those who follow shall not fall. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 565) Text: William Edgar Enman (1869-1950) 

 Music: THAXTED, J. Downing Farrer (1829-1919)  
  

 

1. I vow to thee, my country -- 
all earthly things above -- 
Entire and whole and perfect, 
the service of my love; 
The love that asks no question, 
the love that stands the test, 
That lays upon the altar 
the dearest and the best; 
The love that never falters, 
the love that pays the price, 
The love that makes undaunted 
the final sacrifice 

2. And there’s another country, 
I’ve heard of long ago -- 
Most dear to them that love her, 
most great to them that know; 
We may not count her armies, 
we may not see her King, 
Her fortress is a faithful heart, 
her pride is suffering; 
And soul by soul and silently 
her shining bounds increase, 
And her ways are ways of  
      gentleness 
and all her paths are peace. 

  

 

 

The Blessing or Grace   
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