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Getting to 
Know our 
Members & 
Friends 

Johan Glidden 
 

 All of my earliest memories are musical. I vividly           
remember  being three years old and confidently announcing           
“I want to play the violin” from my car-seat, as my family made 
the 20  minute drive to our home in the Ponderosa Pines. After a 
two-year mandatory waiting period, my still somewhat                   
trepidatious parents realized I was serious and agreed to start 
taking me to lessons.  

 

 From the first day sporting my red, kid sweat-suit in Miss             
Barbara’s private studio, I knew that music was my calling.      
It felt natural, easy and joyful. All pursuits have their ups and 
downs, but it was pretty much a non-stop journey of exploration 
from that day forward. I moved quickly from the confines of 
classical music to playing fiddle with a band of elderly                  
gentlemen, dawning a cowboy hat and boots and going by the 
nick-name “Bix” instead of the more formal Johan. Much to my 
parents’ chagrin, I picked up my sister’s nylon string guitar and 
quickly was begging for an electric (the kind that turns your  
eardrums into puddy and melts your face, Raiders of The Lost 
Ark style). After much pleading, I used classical competition 
money to buy a blue Ibanez and jumped into the rock world, 
joining garage bands and playing wayyy too many notes.  

 

 Somewhere along the way I started writing songs,                     
beginning with loud and obnoxious teen angst, and eventually 
moving towards Americana, folk and pop music. I joined a 
group called Sugar & The Mint, and by necessity became a           
primary singer in the band (please don’t listen to our old                   
recordings, haha. Seriously, it’s rough). We shared some               
amazing memories together and grew as a band, but in the midst 
of some big successes, God gently started knocking on my heart 
and began revealing that He had other plans for me.  

 

 In the midst of “chasing my dreams,” I had lost focus on 
the One who had given me dreams in the first place. After           
serious prayer and a few tears, I made the decision to leave the 
band, and pursue a life and career that reflected and glorified 
God. The Spirit convicts both painfully and beautifully, and He 
is never wrong. Over the last two and a half years, God has 
grown me in ways that I never thought possible, and though I 
continue to love making music, it is no longer my source of          
fulfillment. Jesus is. It is such a blessing to be a part of a            
congregation that has supported me in all my endeavors and has 
loved me in Jesus’ direction. I’m constantly grateful for my 
ALC family. God is doing tremendous work here.  

Drop by the Prayer Room Wednesday, June 15 between                 

10 AM– 2 PM. Take a few minutes to pray for the world and 

people in need, for the church and for personal growth in faith.  

“As the Father loved Me, so I have loved you. Abide in My love.” 

John 15:9 

We have all been hearing a lot about missions and evangelism 
from the pulpit and through Live Wire recently. You will have 
noticed our new missions boards. Now the Missions &              
Evangelism team is taking it to the next level: join us for four 
Wednesday nights at 6 PM starting June 15th, with dinner  
starting at 5 PM, and learn about what missions looks like in 
the field for a few of ALC’s members and staff. You will hear 
about how God called them to do His work in various places, 
whether more local or around the world.  

 

 June 15: Michelle Kosnopfal starts us off with insights into 
FIRE Revolution. 

 June 22: Milt & Linda Hanson share about their many years 
in Romania as doctors. 

 June 29: Nick & Elke Speliopoulos share about a              
life-changing, short-term medical mission trip to Senegal. 

 July 5: Linda Lucic-Smith shares about Sri Lanka and  
Community Bible Study International’s work there. 

 

You will learn how God called these brothers and sisters in 
Christ to mission service, and what their mission ministry looks 
or looked like. What type of skills did they need? What other 
skills did they observe in missionaries around them? What type 
of support did they experience that made it possible to go or is 
allowing them to minister now? You will also have the chance 
to ask questions that might arise as you listen. We look forward 
to God’s work in the world becoming more visible to all at 
ALC. Please join us for four consecutive Wednesdays, starting 
June 15th, at 5 PM for dinner (donations appreciated) and        
6 PM for our missions-minded sessions in the Fellowship Hall. 

*Please RSVP to the church office so we can have a                  
headcount for food, (918)445-4348. 
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Many books are missing from the 
ALC library. Please check your 
shelves, under the bed, or in the car. 
Perhaps you have one of the books 
that someone else would like to 
read.  

 

In addition to the Book Return           
basket in the library there is also 

now one on the book cart to make it easier to return books. The 
cart may be found outside each worship area on alternating  
Sundays. A wide spectrum of books from our ALC library has 
been chosen for the cart to whet your appetite for just the kind 
of reading material available in the library that you might be 
looking for. There are also DVDs and audiobooks on the 
shelves. Items mentioned in each article of Book Look are kept 
on the cart for about two months. If you wish to review any  
previous books featured here, they are available in the white 
binder to the left of the entrance to the library. 

 

Have you ever read a book and wished for more of the story? 
Highlighted here are some of the trilogies found on the shelves: 
1) A Voice in the Wind, An Echo in the Darkness, and As Sure 
as the Dawn by Francine Rivers take you down the streets of 
Jerusalem, Rome, and Ephesus as you experience the faith and 
trust in God of the slave girl, Hadassah, and learn what it is to 
really be a witness for the living God. Thoroughly researched 
and well written, these historical Christian novels are much 
more than just a good story. 2) Christian novelist, Jan                  
Kirkpatrick’s All Together In One Place, No Eye Can See, and 
What Once We Loved follow courageous women who discover 
the meaning of independence, forgiveness, and all the good God 
has in store for those who love Him as they travel the Oregon 
Trail to Oregon and California in the 1850s. 3)  The Butternut 
Creek Trilogy set in present-day central Texas by ordained     
minister, Jan Myers Perrine, is a witty, charming, and                  
heartwarming story of a newly ordained minister who meets his 
match in the form of Miss Birdie, the formidable leader of ‘the 
widows’ who are not only a welcoming committee but also a 
self-appointed matchmaking committee for the unsuspecting 
bachelor. 4) These is My Words, Sarah’s Quilt and The Star 
Garden by Nancy Turner are a fictionalized account based on 
the diary of the author’s great grandmother who was an                  
extraordinary and tenacious pioneer woman struggling to make 
a home in the Arizona territories southeast of Tucson around the 
turn of the century; a page-turner with compelling narrative that 
you will find hard to put down. 5) Anthems of Zion Trilogy by 
Katie Schuermann describes the life of a young, new choir             
director as some in the Lutheran congregation accept her while 
others display their deadly “respectable sins”. 6) Quaker 
Brides’ Trilogy by Lyn Cote chronicles the lives of three brave 
heroines fighting to uphold their principles of freedom while 
navigating the terrain of faith, family, and heart during the 19th 
century. 

Reviewed by Vonna Reynolds 

  Opportunity 
To Serve at ALC 

The Benevolence Committee has the joyous responsibility of 
distributing the Tithe the Council has designated to be taken 
from the General Fund, you see the church tithes also. Currently 
ALC is helping to support 22 ministries locally to                               
internationally.  

 

The Benevolence Committee is in need of one new member. 
Consider prayerfully and contact Lenna Erickson if you have 
questions and or are willing to serve. (928)778-5440 or  

lennaericks@gmail.com. 

Spring Cleaning 
 "Spring cleaning" your mind, body, even your home can 
be liberating -- a "fresh" start, so to speak. Well, we’ve started 
“spring cleaning” here at the church as well. ALC had a council 
and staff workshop recently. We all came up with S.M.A.R.T. 
Goals. The office staff has committed to organizing and                  
decluttering the church. 

 There's something about a deep clean and purge of dust, 
dirt and clutter that inspires a sense of rebirth, which must be 
why we traditionally tackle our clutter in the spring, as new 
buds bloom and newborn creatures scurry. Spring cleaning           
raises our self-esteem and shifts energy. We open ourselves up 
to change and are in a better position to reach our potential. 

 One major thing we worked on was the hall closet, we 
made sure to go through all of the supplies and paperwork in it 
as well as decorations. With just a few hours, organization, and 
focus we turned it into a beautifully organized space that we all 
have come to appreciate.  

Diana Colombo, Administrative Assistant 

Patricia McCarty, Receptionist 

American Lutheran School wrapped up its 33rd school year with 
a celebration lunch that included both past and present staff. 

This was a special time to recognize two devoted teachers who 
are retiring this year. 

Deborah Malone 2005 – 2021,  16 years! 

Dawn Perlak  2002 – 2022,  20 years! 

We wish them blessings on their next chapter. 

Mathew 25:21 Well done good and faithful servants. 

Hand-in-Hand widows group will be meeting June 14th at 

11:30 AM at Augies (1721 SR St RT 69 Prescott, AZ).                 

Please RSVP to Myrna Gifford (928)710-3676. 
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