
MISSION POSSIBLE 

 
When he was 88 years old, the Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes found himself on a train. The 

conductor called for tickets, but Justice Holmes couldn’t find his ticket and seemed terribly upset about it. 

He searched his pockets and fumbled through his wallet without success. The conductor, recognizing who 

he was replied, “Don’t worry, Mr. Holmes.  The Pennsylvania Railroad will be happy to trust you. When 

you reach your destination, you’ll probably find the tickets and you can mail it to us.” The conductor’s 

kindness did not put Justice Holmes at ease. He said, “My dear man, my problem is not ‘Where is my 

ticket?’ but rather ‘Where am I going?’ 

 

Knowing where you are going is important when you are on a train, but also in life in general.  Do you 

know your mission, your purpose for living?  It is also important for us as a church.  What is our 

mission?  Where are we going?  Direction and focus are important.  Focus leads to results.  The light of 

the sun can help give you a tan but if focused enough it can cut through steel. As a church we need to 

be focused if we are going to be what Christ had called us to be.  There is good and bad focus; 

 

a.  Poor Focus Is the Church Focused on Itself – God calls us to be fishers of men, not simply 

keepers of the aquarium.  The church exists to preach the gospel and extend God’s kingdom.  

 

b.  Poor Focus Is the Church Focused on its Pastor – the focus must never be the person standing at 

the front but the presence and power of God within. 

 

c.  Poor Focus Is the Church Focused just on Numbers – numbers are important, but we must be 

careful not to rely on them.  Church growth is a result of church health, which is the focus. 

 

d.  Poor Focus Is the Church Focused on YOU – The church does not exist for your wants and 

needs, it is all about what Jesus wants and requires. 

 

There is only one focus the church is supposed to have and that is a Kingdom Focus.  Our desire must 

always be on becoming what God wants us to be.  What does that look like?  Let’s look at the early 

church as a model for what the church is supposed to look like:  

 

Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread, and to prayers. 43 Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being 

performed through the apostles. 44 Now all the believers were together and had everything in common. 

45 So they sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need. 

46 And every day they devoted themselves [to meeting] together in the temple complex, and broke 

bread from house to house. They ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God 

and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them those who were being 

saved. 

 

I started at Ontario Theological Seminary back in 1987 to get my Masters of Divinity.  I took lots of 

excellent courses, but one of the most valuable things I learned was when I did a study of the life of 

Christ – specifically focusing on the strategy that He used to train and equip his followers.  In 3 years, 

he raised up a group of followers that went out and changed the world.  As I looked at the life of Christ, 

I noticed that he walked those first disciples through 4 different steps or levels of commitment.   

 

At first, when people came and asked Him where He was staying, He told them to “come and see”.  It 

was an invitation to meet Him and spend time with Him.   



This is the first step in commitment.  It is simply getting to know Jesus.  This is worship.  In the 

church, this means that people come and commit themselves to attending a worship service.  They 

come and check out the church and through the services are introduced to Him. 

 

After this Jesus called His first followers to be fishers of men.  They went from being simply followers 

to being disciples.  The word disciple means learner or student.  In other words, they formed a group.  

This is fellowship.  The second step or commitment in discipleship is asking people to connect with the 

church through membership and then to connect with the church community through small groups. 

 

As the number of people following Jesus grew, He began to turn up the heat and redefine what it meant 

to be His disciple.  The commitment level rose.  Jesus called out from the disciples those who would be 

apostles.  The word apostle means a ‘sent’ one, and that is what Jesus did.  He trained them and then 

sent them out on short term trips to practice what they were learning.  This is discipleship.  The third 

step or commitment is asking people to be trained in an intentional discipleship program in order to be 

equipped for service. 

 

After Jesus returned to heaven, He commissioned these apostles to go out and change the world.  They 

went from being the students to being the teachers.  This means ministry and missions.  The fourth step 

or commitment is moving people from just feeding themselves to start feeding others.  This means 

anything from ushering to teaching Sunday School to going overseas as a missionary. 

 

In the New Testament there are two ‘great’ statements that Jesus gave us, the Great Commandment and 

the Great Commission.  We see these 4 steps or commitments in them; 

 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is  the 

first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: Love  your neighbor as yourself.  All the 

Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. – Matt 22:37-40 

 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age. – Matt 28:18-20 

 

Worship - Love the Lord your God 

Fellowship - Love your neighbor 

Discipleship - Make disciples  

Mission - Go into all the world 

 

These four purposes or priorities are what drives everything that we should be as a church.  They are 

the reason we exist.  What is the mission of the church?  One way to express it is to say that we exist to 

EXALT God, EMBRACE one another, EQUIP for service and EXTEND the kingdom.  

 

1. It Grows Through Exalting – they devoted themselves … to breaking bread and prayers 

 

The first key focus for us as a church is worship.  It says in verse 46 that “every day they devoted 

themselves to meeting together in the temple”.  They met in the temple because that was the center of 

Jewish worship.  Worship requires effort and devotion.   

 



There is power in worship.  This is true of individual worship which is not simply an event but a 

lifestyle.  The more time we spend in personal worship the more God can change our hearts.  However, 

this is especially true in corporate worship.  As we meet together as a church on Sundays and worship 

together God is able to speak to us as a body and change us.  The early church met for corporate 

worship because it is a powerful vehicle for change and a powerful witness.   

 

If you look at the history of revival you will always see that revival has at least 2 components.  During 

the reformation Martin Luther understood that for revival to happen the bible had to be made available 

in the language of the people.  Out of the reformation came the first English bibles.  Along with this, 

Martin Luther wrote a number of hymns and formed the English Hymnal.  The word and music go 

together.  In recent years I believe that God has been reviving the church again through new music.   

 

As a church we have a great worship director and amazing worship teams.  We are always looking for 

new people to serve.  I know Becca is looking for guitar/bass guitar players, singers and tech people for 

behind the scenes.  We also need greeters and ushers. 

 

Also, one of things that I have heard since coming here is that our Sanctuary needs some work.  The 

carpets are a mess, the overhang creates a separation in the room.  In the coming year we are going to 

begin work on the sanctuary renovation project.  You will soon see big changes in this room!   

 

The church grows through exalting. 

 

2. It Grows Through Embracing – they devoted themselves … to fellowship  

 

A second key focus that we as a church have is an emphasis on fellowship through small groups.  Small 

groups are so important.  They are not optional.  They should not be seen as something extra but should 

be considered a normal part of your Christian experience.  They are the place where you not only hear 

truth but you are able to interact with it.   

 

The early church not only met as a large group but they also met in homes.  It says here that they 

“broke bread from house to house”.  They devoted themselves to fellowship. 

 

Small groups take devotion.  They require commitment.  It means that we learn how to share ourselves 

with others.  The Greek word for Fellowship is the word KOINONIA.  It says in this passage that all 

the believers were together and had everything in common. The word ‘common’ is the root word 

KOINOS and is at the heart of fellowship. 

 

We have ministries to connect you for every age and stage.  One of the groups we have is our senior’s 

ministry.  If you are over the age of 60 and want to find out what is happening at the church then we are 

have a seniors lunch the third Thursday of each month. 

 

The best way to connect is through a small group, and we hope to start some new small groups this fall.  

If you are interested in being in a small group or would like to be trained as a small group leader, I 

would love to talk to you and tell you more about it.   

 

The church grows through exalting and embracing. 

 

3.  It Grows Through Equipping – they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

 



This passage says that the church focused on teaching.  This means growing people up through 

discipleship to spiritual maturity. 

 

On a wall near the entrance to the Alamo in San Antonio, Texas, is a portrait with the following 

inscription: "James Butler Bonham -- no picture of him exists.  This portrait is of his nephew, Major 

James Bonham, who greatly resembled his uncle.  It is placed here by the family so that people may 

know the appearance of the man who died for their freedom."  No literal portrait of Jesus exists either. 

But the likeness of the Son can be seen in the lives of his true followers. 

 

Someone pointed out to me not too long ago how people who have been married for a long time get so 

they look alike. They start having the same kinds of expressions on their faces. They start actually 

having the same kinds of physical characteristics.   I didn't think that was true. Then I started to look, 

and it really is true. Have you ever considered why that happens? Well, that's because people have 

abided with one another, and they begin to be like one another. It's the same way abiding with Christ. 

We become more Christ-like. We begin to take on the characteristics of Christ as we abide in him. 

 

Discipleship is so important.  We have some new classes starting this fall.  We will be having an adult 

bible study before the services on Sundays from 1 Samuel, looking at the lives of Samuel, Saul and 

David.  We also hope to offer either a study or prayer time on Sunday evenings.  Down the road we 

would like to further develop our classes into an intentional discipleship training track.  You will be 

hearing about this more in the future. 

 

We will also be starting a ladies bible study on Wednesday mornings.  They will be doing a study 

entitled ‘Free of Me’ – reminding us that our faith is not about me focus but God focus. 

 

By the way, everything that I am sharing with you this morning and more is on our church website.  It 

has been updated.  If you have not checked it out in a while, I would suggest to check it out!  The 

church grows through exalting, embracing and equipping. 

 

4. It Grows Through Extending – the Lord added to them 

 

The fourth key focus that we have as a church is in the area of missions.   

 

Notice that it says that it was the Lord that added to them, they did not add to themselves.  God brings 

the increase.  Our job is to go and sow and God’s job is to make it grow.  Maybe you feel in each one 

of these areas that we have looked at like there is more that you could be doing. 

 

I encourage you this morning to get involved.  Use this opportunity that the Lord has given you.  You 

do not need to be perfect, just willing and available. 

 

In the New Testament there is the story of a demon possessed man that finds deliverance.  After he has 

been healed, he wants to go with Jesus.  What does Jesus say to him? 

 

Luke 8:38-39 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him 

away, saying, "Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man went away and told 

all over town how much Jesus had done for him. 

 

This is our mission.  When we find deliverance, our job is to go and tell everyone we know what Christ 

has done for us. 



We exist to EXALT God, EMBRACE one another, EQUIP for service and EXTEND the kingdom.  

The four pillars of worship, fellowship, discipleship and mission.   

 

As a church we add to this Family Ministries which seeks to take these 4 pillars and apply them to 

different groups within the church.  We have an amazing kid’s ministry.  We had an incredible 6 weeks 

of camp this summer and ongoing kids’ programs during the services. 

 

 We also have a great Youth Ministry that meets on Tuesday evenings.  Again, all this information is 

on the church website.  

 

We exist to EXALT God, EMBRACE one another, EQUIP for service and EXTEND the kingdom.  

The early church understood this.  We see that, as a result, the early church grew and ended up changed 

the entire Roman world. 

 

If you look at history, you will see that the church had a growth spurt in the mid second to early third 

centuries.  In 252 A.D. there was a devastating plague that hit the city of Carthage. The bishop there 

was a man named Cyprian.  When the plague hit, Cyprian called all the Christians together into the 

town square in the center of Carthage.  The Christians in Carthage had often been harshly persecuted.  

They were very fearful about meeting together.  Cyprian called them together and read to them 1 John 

4:19 - We love because he first loved us. 

 

He told the crowd that they needed to not only believe that, but that they needed to practice it.  He 

called on them to care for the sick and dying.  Back in those days, when a plague hit an area people 

would just burn everything.  They would burn the bridges so nobody who was sick could come into 

town.  If someone in town did get sick, they would often burn down their house – sometimes with the 

person still in it.  They did this in order to protect themselves. 

 

Cyprian convinced the believers to act differently, not in fear but in faith.  Instead of hiding from the 

plague, they reached out and helped those affected by it.  At the risk of their own lives, they became the 

healing presence of Christ in that city.   

 

Their counter-cultural response was noticed by everyone.  Many ended up coming to Jesus because of 

their lives and mercy.  So many that it caught the attention of the Roman emperor Julian.  He saw the 

huge impact that these Christians were having on the empire.  He wrote;  

 

"Whilst the pagan priests neglect the poor, the hated Galileans devote themselves to works of charity.  

These impious Galileans not only feed their own poor, but ours also, welcoming them into their agape." 

  

Those impious Galileans…  Welcoming people and loving people.  Showing their love for Christ and 

reflecting His goodness.  They behaved differently, and because of it the kingdom of Christ advanced.    

 

So where are we going?  Having a ticket is not the issue, where are we going with that ticket?  

Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship and Mission – these are the pillars.  Let’s unite around these 

primary purposes. 


