
The Story of Hosea [and Gomer] 
 

1. The people had turned their backs on God. God reached out to them. 
Sound familiar? It should. God is not afraid to try something new and it 
seemed that something new was called for. 
 
2. The problem was -- in the minds of the people things weren’t bad at all. 
In fact, they were very, very good. It used to be bad: before Jeroboam II 
came along and made things better, Assyria and Syria took turns kicking 
Israel like bullies on a playground. Israel was, then, dust on the threshing 
floor.  
 
3. But not anymore. Jeroboam’s dad, Jehoash, came along and did 
something Israel had never been able to do before -- he beat Syria. And 
not once, but three times. When Jeroboam came along he was able to 
restore the kingdom’s borders to where they were under David and 
Solomon. The land was now wealthy; they produced more food than they 
could eat or sell, buildings were going up everywhere and a whole 
generation grew up knowing only peace and prosperity. 
 
4. Things were lookin’ good. People could go to work in the morning, do 
something worthwhile, come home to houses their parents never could 
have afforded and without fear of foreign raiders sweeping through their 
living rooms.  
 
5. Why is it that good, wonderful conditions such as these rarely produce 
the kind of behavior God likes? Why is it that the more blessings we have 
the less we remember the One who gave them and the more we tend to go 
into rebellion? [Smiles in Africa, anti-depressants in US] 
 
6. God reached out through Hosea to remind them that it was He who gave 
them all their nice stuff. [Hosea 2:8] But they gave those nice things to 
other gods. [remember Daniel 3 and bowing before other gods] 
 
7. God tried a standard issue prophet -- Amos. Amos told them that they 
were chosen by God but He didn’t have to keep them. He could choose 
someone else. If they had peace and prosperity it was because God had 
allowed it and crafted a good time in history for them.  
 



8. But now God had every right to remove His hand of protection and, if He 
did, they would be dust on the floor again. 
 
9. They ignored Amos. Traditional preaching had not worked, so God 
decided to try someone else next. God has never been shy about trying 
something new when what has worked in the past doesn’t work now. God 
refuses to be bound by our conventions and traditions and ideas about 
what is acceptable and what isn’t.  
 
10. In fact, God is about to scandalize a community and just about every 
theologian who has ever existed. He is going to put one of His prophets 
through a terrible ordeal; taking from him his happiness, his place in 
society, and his dignity. But this was an emergency. Emergency measures 
were required. 
 
11. Before God brought that promised judgment upon Israel, He would give 
them a story acted out in front of them with real people in a pathetic 
situation. We could call the play “The Story of the Bad Woman and the 
Broken Hearted Lover.” 
 
12. God goes to Hosea, a prophet, a preacher, and tells him to marry a 
prostitute (or at least a loose woman). Think of this! Preacher’s wives come 
in all kinds of flavors but this is a new one! How  would you explain this to 
your family? To the community? The synagogue or temple? Would anyone 
listen to a man who had a wife like this?  
 
13. But this was a live, acted out version of the reality God faced. God had 
made an agreement to love and cherish Israel. They had made an 
agreement to belong to Him and no other. But now they had forgotten the 
One who loved them and surrounded them with presents.  
 
14. Israel had committed adultery against God. God was broken hearted 
enough to launch this new story; a new tactic.  
 
15. A child is born. It is probably Hosea’s but that is not certain. God tells 
Hosea to name this boy “Jezreel.” That would be like naming one of our 
boys “Pearl Harbor” or “terrible defeat.” Jezreel was the city where Jehu 
slaughtered the king’s family back in 2 Kings 9. His name was supposed to 
make people shrink away from him and shake their heads in shame. 
 



16. The second child was a daughter. Her name was “unloved.” Literally, 
“no longer pursued by love.” How could you do that to a child? How could 
you explain this to people on the street? To your family? (we named him 
after you -- unloved) 
 
17. And yet, what they had done to God was just as shocking. They had 
given Him the name “unloved” by the way they lived and what they did with 
the gifts He gave them.  [We must never think that believing the right 
doctrines is the same as living for God. These were church people. BTW, 
attending church doesn’t mean you are engaged…] 
 
18. So the second child had a dark and terrible name. No longer to be 
pursued. One day the knock at the door would be silent. And who would 
stand up for them on that day? When you have driven God away, who is 
there to defend you? And who could blame God for breaking off the pursuit. 
 
19. The third child comes along and is named “not my people.” God says 
sadly, “You are no longer my people, and I am no longer your God.” 
Disowned. They had run off after other lovers. They forgot all those 
wonderful promises they had made to Him. And now the names of these 
three children reflect the future of the people of Israel. Violence would 
come, but God would not be there, for they are abandoned and alone. 
 
20. You cannot understand the prophetic passages in Hosea until you 
understand that God is brokenhearted. He is the jilted lover, the rejected 
suitor, the kind man whose Valentine was laughed at. Yes, He asked 
Hosea to do a terrible thing, but He had gone through worse.  (Hosea 2:8-
13) But then... Amazingly, He says He is going to win her back somehow. 
(2:14-23) 
 
21. And that is what makes God different from us. And that is why we love 
Him. And that is what He calls us to – this same kind of behavior: love that 
will not quit, will not be defeated, carries no grudge and refuses to make a 
record of wrongs.  
 
22. At this point in Hosea’s story, Gomer is gone. God tells Hosea to go 
find her and talk her into coming home again. He was to buy her off the 
slave block. [He pays a bridal price, not a slave price] He was not to order 
her, but to show her so much love and forgiveness that she would be 



happy to go with him and live with him faithfully. [God woos us…never 
forced]  
 
23. So he goes into the slave market and sees her. What a state she must 
have been in! He pays the price for her and she comes home. He changes 
the names of his children to reflect the new relationship and to show the 
grace which has come to Israel.  
 
24. The story of Hosea is not our story. Our story is the story of Gomer. We 
are the one standing on the slave block. We received gifts from the hand of 
God and we wasted them on false lovers; threw them away to the winds. 
We sold ourselves for so little so often that now we are on the slave block 
and no one is there to buy us. [But sometimes we are Hosea: so difficult to 
live with, so resistant to the call of God, that people like Gomer cannot find 
love with us, cannot live with us]  
 
25. And then He comes in. Jesus comes in. The Son of God enters the 
slave market, walks up to us. We don’t want Him to see us this way, but He 
doesn’t shrink from us. Instead, He declares His loves for us and tells us 
He wants to take us home -- not as a slave, but as a wife, a son, a 
daughter. An honored and loved person. Then He pays for us -- a lot more 
than we are worth, but it is the cost of complete and utter redemption, 
salvation to the uttermost. 
 
26. In our ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, we remember the 
day He walked in and saved us. [Patrick leads into the Lords Supper – one 
prayer, plates are passed, then Patrick leads another prayer as Mark and 
the team take the stage] 


