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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

September 11th, 2022  
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually 
our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is 
our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying 
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 
 

Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a safe space to bring 
your whole self. If there are ways we can make participation in worship easier for 
you, we will do our best to accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: DuPage County community level is Medium. Since we are at the 
medium level, masks are optional in our building.  
Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual packets 
available near the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember 
people have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and 
situation to situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or 
“Would you like a handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the 
sides of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; 
please space yourselves accordingly.  
Less touch: The offering plate is located near the entrance of the worship center. 
 
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. 
You will need your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is 
convenient, you can use it to pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship 
place. We distribute packets of pre-consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is 
available) for those who call the church office. We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their 
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
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Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
 

PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved of God: 
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 
God points the way to new life in Christ, 
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who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN    Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound        ELW 779 
                  Verses 1,2,3,5                          

 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, 
that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things 
that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is seated  
 
Word 
 
First Reading:  Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a 
golden calf to worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator 
between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the 
Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 
 
7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have 
been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have 
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 
up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation.” 
 11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does 
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the 
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the 
Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill 
them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? 
Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster 
on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, 
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how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply 
your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 
forever.’ ” 14And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he 
planned to bring on his people. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm:  51:1-10 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.   
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because 
they contain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the 
mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as 
evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace 
of God. 
 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because 
he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was 
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received 
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our 
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But 
for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those 
who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

Praise God, Whom All Blessings Flow     
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THE GOSPEL READING:  Luke 15:1-10 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the Fifteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 
to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred 
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does 
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds 
it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

All are seated. 
 
SERMON        Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
Response to the Word   
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
All are seated. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 
gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 
creation. 
 
Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill 
your church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those 
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who work to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. 
As the seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and 
habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. 
Teach wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, 
peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out 
those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with 
addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need Jim, Connie, Marilynn, 
Roberta, Caryl, Gale, Don, Ron, Nancy, Cor. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, 
minds, and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community, that we 
serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us 
thankful hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and 
receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with you. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious 
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 
YOUNG AT HEART SERMON     Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with phrases like 
“Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available text a word of 
peace to someone who is worshipping alone. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
Offering Reflection  
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us.  
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Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
Meal 
 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 



12 
 

 
PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

                                                     
                                                                       …join their unending hymn 

 
The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare 
yourselves and your communion elements. 
                                                                         Verse 1 & 3 
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The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN             Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise     Hymn 834 
                All Verse 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 

 
We thank you for your ministry here today: 

Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Dan Buchman 
Organist                                           Rosita Yao 
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Guitar      Pastor Adam Dowd & Christopher Vincent 
Reader      Roberta Sejnost 
Greeters     Arlene Danielson 
Ushers Arlene Danielson & Carolyn Katt 
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost  
 
 

Announcements – 9-11-2022 
 
Bags to Benches Help reduce plastic pollution! Lord of Life, in 
conjunction with Trex, a composite decking company, who sponsors a 
plastic collection challenge where a group that collects five hundred 
pounds of plastic film receives a free “polylumber” bench from Trex in 
appreciation for their recycling efforts. Our goal is to collect five hundred 
pounds of plastic film beginning immediately. The bench will be free to us 
so let’s collect those bags! Collection boxes are at each church entrance 
and in the breezeway. 
 
Outdoor Worship We will have outdoor worship on the east side of 
the building. Services will start at 6:00 PM. Dates: September 14th and 
October 19th  

 
Lunch Bunch This month we will meet at Public Landing, 200 W 8th 
Street, Lockport on Tuesday, September 13 at 11:30 am. If you are 
interested in attending, please RSVP to Marilynn Sells at 630-927-9996 
 
Feed My Starving Children On September 15 from 11:30 am to 
1:15 pm LoL has a set time to volunteer at Feed My Starving Children. 
We will be hand-pack rice, soy, dried vegetables and a nutritionally 
complete blend of vitamins and minerals into bags which are then 
sealed, boxed, placed on pallets and shipped to reach the neediest 
children around the world. We can meet at the church and carpool 
together. You can register online at http://www.fmsc.org/join-
group?joincode=171D4M or you can sign up at church or by calling the 
church office at 630-323-3161.   
 
Psalms Nature Walk September 16 at 6:00 pm Pray and reflect on some 
selected psalms while we walk.  We will walk from the parking lot to the 

http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=171D4M
http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=171D4M
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Waterfall Glen Main Trail, Lemont, IL 60439. Take Cass Ave South until 
it turns into Bluff Road. The parking lot is first turn on your right.  If you 
are unable to attend or have mobility issues that prevent you from 
participating in person, a virtual reflection with images and psalms will be 
made available on YouTube. 

Senior Spirits On Thursday September 22nd Leslie Goddard will be at 
Senior Spirits and give a presentation about Betty Crocker. We will 
continue with our Potluck luncheon.  Bring a dish to share and your own 
beverage. Everyone is welcome! Any questions please call Marilynn Sells 
at (630) 927-9996.   

Please pray for members:  
Jim Eckwall  Connie Allekian Marilynn Sells  
Roberta Sejnost Caryl Schaer  Gale Dyskie 
Don Dibbern  Ron Matta  Nancy Swanson  
Cor Peterson 
  
A full list of relatives, friends and military personnel for whom we pray 
is emailed weekly on Friday. A list will also be printed in the bulletin 
the first Sunday of the month. 
  
We Love Your Photos! We need pictures and artwork for our daily 
Bible reading and prayers. Please share your photos with us at 
lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com 
 
Last Week’s Giving - $3900.00 
Year to Date Operation Deficit as of July 31, 2022 $37,197.00   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 

  
Sunday         9/11  10:00 AM    Worship (Streaming)  

11:00 AM   Church Picnic 
Tuesday       9/13  11:30 AM    Lunch Bunch 

5:15 PM      Overeaters Anonymous 
Wednesday 9/14  10:00 AM  Bible Study 
    11:00 AM  Worship and Music  
    6:00 PM  Outdoor Worship 
    7:00 PM     (AA) 
Thursday      9/15 11:30 AM  Feed My Starving Children 

7:00 PM     BSA Troop #97 
Friday           9/16 9:30 AM     Card Group 
    6:00 PM  Prayer Walk 
Saturday  9/17 9:00 AM  Seventh Day Adventist  
Sunday         9/18 10:00 AM    Worship (Streaming) 

10:45 AM  Refreshment Table 
                              2:00 PM     Loving Word Worship
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