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INTRODUCTION 
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus 
welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy 
hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy 
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 
 
WELCOME AND PRELUDE (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved of God: 
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 
God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250) 
 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go 
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you 
and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
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FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 
A reading from Exodus. 
7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 
of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 
me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 
will make a great nation.” 
 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD 
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 51:1-10 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
A reading from 1 Timothy. 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so 
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an 
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 
had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for all people everywhere according to their needs, and for the people of God in 
every place. 
 
Let us pray for people, communities and regions of our country and the world suffering drought 
and persistent extreme heat that threaten lives, agricultural production, availability of water, 
and the health of communities and nations. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for peace and healing wherever there is war or conflict in the world, and for the 
Spirit to further our work toward peace, understanding, respect for one another and unity in 
our country. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
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Let us pray for leaders, volunteers and teachers in our congregations who help others to deepen 
their faith, study Scripture, develop skills and confidence for sharing the gospel and serving our 
neighbor, and care for one another as disciples of Christ who never cease to learn or grow 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
This is “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday, the ELCA’s annual day of service.  Let us ask God to 
help us throughout our baptismal journeys as we strive to bring justice, stir hope, care for 
creation and strengthen communities through churchwide programs, local churches, global 
companions, social ministries and community organizations. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer and those who struggle.  Give them courage 
and hope and let us see Christ in them and surround them with our love and care. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us remember those who have died in the peace of Christ and all the dead whose faith is 
known to you alone and let us pray for comfort for those who grieve. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
Lord God, hear the prayers of your church.  Grant that what we celebrate with faith we may put 
into practice in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Son our Lord.  AMEN 
 
PRAYER CHAIN UPDATE No update this week 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app! 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Gracious God, 
You bless us with gifts of guidance, new life,  
growth in grace, and fruitful labor.   
Accept the first fruits of time and toil,  
field and orchard we offer here.   
Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture  
and the care of your creation;  
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ.   
Through your Son,  
you taught us that true riches  
are to be found in loving you   
rather than earthly treasure.   
For your glory,  
and to give us the fullness of life and salvation, 
Christ emptied himself upon the cross  
and was raised in power  
to sit at your right hand.   
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth  
and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name 
and join in adoring song. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
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strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together and 
became one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, we give thanks for your pruning, planting, and nurture.  We rejoice that you have 
used the harvest of field and vineyard to renew and sustain us. Lead us as we go from this life-
giving meal into lives of grateful service to you and your cherished creation, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord's face shine on you  
with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  
and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG    On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: 
Greg Newton; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Livestream: Doug Debrick; Greeter: Anne 
Sparks; Ushers: Dan Snoddy, Nick Claussen; Acolyte: Dessa Thompson-Kelleher 
 
Liturgy and hymns copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


