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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
The Ten Commandments, Part III 
Faithful engagement drives us to a daily dependence on God. 
Scripture: Exodus 20:12-17, Matthew 5:17-30 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
September 4, 2022 
Opening Hymn: Break now the bread of life or  
Choruses: Love the Lord your God, Cry of my heart 
Communion hymn: Jesus Paid it all 
Closing Hymn: How Firm A Foundation  
Communion Sunday 
 
Do you consider yourself an ethical person,  

a moral person, a good person? 
 
How would you rate your performance 
 When you consider the Ten Commandments? 
  Would you give yourself an A+ or a D-? 
 
PAUSE 
 
We have a golden retriever at home. 
 Her name is Kenna. 
 
Now for the most part she is a good dog. 
 She is gentle with our kids and our neighbors. 
  She doesn’t chew our furniture. 
 
But when it comes to food, she has little self-control. 
 Given the chance, 

she will devour whatever food within reach 
   She’ll eat an entire loaf of bread. 
    She will lick out the jam in an open jar. 
 
Because of this compulsion, 

We’ve put up a barricade  
between our kitchen and dining room. 

 
That barricade isn’t just to protect our food. 
 It is meant to protect Kenna. 
  She will scarf down whatever is available, 
   Even if it is an amount or variety that will make her sick. 
 
The barricade is meant to protect Kenna. 
 For the most part it is successful. 
  But sometimes she slips through. 
 
The Ten Commandments are for us, a fence, a hedge, a barricade. 
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 They keep us on good paths, 
  they guide us away from danger. 
 
But to benefit from their blessings  
 They require faithful engagement. 
 
Today’s Old Testament lesson has us exploring  
 what I describe last week  

as the second of those two tablets  
of the words/sayings that God gave to Moses. 

 
The first tablet concerns our vertical relationship with God. 
 The second tablet concerns our horizontal relationship with each other. 
 
Another way to categorize these rules   
 Is to recognise the hierarchy in their order. 
  The first group of rules relate to God. 
   Then today we have one rule relating to our social superiors, 
    Followed by five relating to our social equals. 
 
The order of the commandments is important. 
 Our care for our mothers or our neighbors 
  Flows from our love for God. 
 
Today’s five commandments are short and concise. 
 A superficial consideration would suggest 
  That most of us can easily check all the boxes. 
 
Honor your parents? 
 I send them cards on their birthdays. Check. 
 
No killing? 
 I don’t even own a gun. Check. 
 
No adultery? 
 I’d never get away with it. Check. 
 
No stealing? No false testimony? 
 I’ve never been charged with perjury or theft. Double check. 
 
No coveting? 
 My neighbor doesn’t own a donkey. Check. 
 
Hey look everyone.  

I got an A+. 
 
But take a deeper, more sustained look at those commands. 
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Seen through the history of interpretation. 
 Seen through Jesus’ own commentary, 
  These commandments carve a much narrower  

and a much more difficult path 
    than we think. 
 
We are called to honor our mother and father. 
 
The form of this command is open-ended. 

That is, it is unwilling to be filled  
By casual gifts or token remembrances. 

 
At the same time,  

it is not dependent on the parents being honorable. 
  That call is to honor the mother and father, 
   Not just ones who are ‘good’. 
 
We all have bellybuttons,  

and we are all called to honor 
  Those who gave us life,  

even if that’s the only thing they ever did. 
 
This certainly raises the standard  

on what is its commonplace observance! 
 
This morning we are told to honor our social superiors. 

But what about our social equals? 
  Those who live next door to us. 
   And those who lie in bed with us. 
 
It is helpful to read Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’  

as commentary on the next three commandments. 
 
No murder? 
 Jesus tells us: “anyone who is angry  

with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment.”i 
 
No adultery? 

Jesus says “anyone who looks at a woman lustfully  
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”ii 

 
No theft? 
 Jesus admonishes us: “Give to the one who asks you,  

and do not turn away  
from the one who wants to borrow from you.”iii 

 
All to say that keeping the commandments according to Jesus 
 Doesn’t just mean avoiding capital offences 
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  But involves guarding ourselves from the thoughts 
   And attitudes to that lead to those crimes. 
 
Jesus calls us to live peaceably with each other 
 And resolve angry disputes. 
  Jesus calls us to be faithful in marriage or in celibacy 
   Honoring our bodies as gifts given by God. 
    Jesus calls us to lives of generous stewardship  
     So that others won’t be deprived. 
 
Jesus’ interpretation of these commandments 
 climbs a much narrower and difficult path. 
 
Still confident in your observance of the Ten Commandments? 
 
There are still two commandments left. 
 
Giving false testimony won’t be limited to a courtroom. 
 It has equal application to any group or conversation 
  That gives rise to rumours or gossip. 
 
The prohibition against coveting won’t be limited 
 To the original agricultural setting 

With its oxen and donkeys. 
 
Coveting our neighbors’ property can include everything  
 From their pensions to their vacations, 
  From their hot tub to their health. 
 
A faithful observance of the Ten Commandments 
 Requires more effort than most of us imagine. 
 
If we are going to live in a good relationship 
 With God and with others it is going to require 
  Curbing our natural desires or tendencies 
   And trekking up a path that is narrower  

Steeper, and much less travelled. 
 
Of course, the promise is that in these efforts we will find life. 
 
As William Willimon and Stanley Hauerwas note in The Truth About God, 
 “The Old Testament repeatedly asserts that certain conduct 
  Really does lead to long and happy lives. 
   [if] we walk in this path rather than that one, 
    Our lives will go better. 
 
God takes note of obedience  

and is willing to stoop to reward. 
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Even if few note the sacrificial care a woman gives her mother 
 During her mother’s last days of this earth, God notes. 
  Even though the world will not reward her, God rewards. 
 
A long and happy life in a good place is the reward 
 Of a life well lived,  

and a life well lived 
   Is one in one obedient to the commandments of God.”iv 
 
But what if desire or obstinance has proven to strong. 
 What if like my dog Kenna, 

you’ve sometimes find a way 
   Around the protections  

that have been put in place for you. 
 
What if you’ve broken a commandment? 
 
You have stopped talking to your parents. 
 You give room to your rage. 
  You have sex outside of marriage. 
 
You fudge your taxes. 
 You gossip about your friends. 
  You bought a new car just because your neighbors did. 
 
What if you have slipped away from the narrow path 
 That God has set before you. 
 
What if you have cut through the hedges  
 And now find yourselves reaping the rewards 
  Of a life outside of God’s will. 
 
What if you realise that you are not very moral, 
 Not very ethical.  

That you are not at all good at keeping the commandments 
 That God has given us for our own good? 

   
The good thing is that for those who seek to change their ways, 
 There is forgiveness. 
  Luther said “the commandments are meant to strike us dead,  

to drive us into the hands of a merciful God.”v 
 
Let us pray… 

 
i Matthew 5:22 NIV 
ii Matthew 5:28 NIV 
iii Matthew 5:42 NIV 
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iv Stanley M. Hauerwas & William H. Willimon The Truth About God 77 
v Stanley M. Hauerwas & William H. Willimon The Truth About God 81 


