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VBS WAS A HIT! 
Our “Bible Ninja” Vacation Bible  School was a tremendous success! We       

averaged more than 50 kids each day. The kids learned about fighting the good 

fight of faith. We had games, Bible teaching, fun skits, snacks, crafts, and a  

generated genuine community among the kids, staff, and volunteers! We built 

new relationships in the community and we look forward to making this an 

annual outreach ministry into the community to share the love of Jesus in   

Naples and increase our influence for the Kingdom!  It was also a lot of fun!  

MATSUNOKI MARTIAL ARTS  
Through VBS we advertised for Pastor Chris’s Christian Karate program. 

Matsunoki is Japanese for pine tree. The emphasis of Christian Karate is to use 

the physical training as a metaphor for spiritual warfare. We teach the Word of 

God and encourage children and young people to be firmly rooted in Christ, 

bear fruit for the Kingdom, and to shower their world with the sweet fragrance 

of salvation. Weekly classes are happening at the Church as well as at The Grace 

Place in their afterschool program. We are creatively reaching our community!  

Vacation Bible School 2022 

Christian Karate 

The Naples chapter of the Marine Corps placed their Marine Corps Memorial at 

the church for Memorial Day. It is a replica of the memorial in Washington D.C. 

The Tide 



“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,     
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you."  
(Matthew 28:19-20) 

When I look at the mirror, I see myself. It is the reflection that others se, I 

do my best to keep it nice, because it is the temple of God. 

When I speak, I choose the words. It is the ones that others hear, I do an 

effort to keep it pleasant, I owe it to my next.  

When I listen to my tone, I can hear my voice. It is the feelings behind my 

words, is not wise to get it loose, to avoid any loss. I owe it to myself.  

When I smile, I express sympathy, It invites empathy among us, Making 

our motion  satisfying, For the sake of both of us. 

When I’m angry, I can’t win, As someone, I might offend, In the clouds of 

my annoyance, I get lost in my behavior.  

When the promises I made , I delivered with want, I should do my best to 

solve, To regain your confidence.  

When my finite patience succumbs, and my anger lighten up, Meandering 

the ways, our content will expose.  

When the moment of truth arrives, my commitments will show its truth, 

And my actions what it means. What I’m worth will then be measured.  

 

“A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase 

of his lips shall he be filled. Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they 

that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.”  

(Proverbs 18:20-21) 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

THE MOMENT OF TRUTH, by MR. RAUL DICK 

This summer Christina, Sebastian, and Ephram Surber went to Haiti 

with Supply and Multiply. They were there for a couple of weeks and 

were active in sharing the Gospel and Compassion of Christ with the 

community that is suffering greatly. 

Upcoming this October Christina, will be going to San Luis Rio Colora-

do Mexico. She will be ministering at the city dump, in an orphanage, 

and working with the local churches and serving in children’s ministry.  

In November, Christina and Maisie Brown will be going to Jamaica. 

Maisie will be sharing her home country and they will be in prayer 

about  bringing a group to Jamaica over the summer on mission!  

As we get details finalized for 2023 mission trips, we will share them 

with you to see how you can partner with the church in these ways.  

First Congregational Church of Naples is a sending and going church, 

proclaiming the Gospel to the Nations!   

FROM PASTOR’S STUDY 

All of our members are Kingdom 

treasures! First Congregational 

Church of Naples is truly a joy to 

serve as Pastor! From every child to 

ever family and senior adult, it is a 

gift to serve this congregation!  

This summer our dear sister in 

Christ, Thelma Zilinskis, celebrated 

her 99th birthday! She is our most 

senior member. Of course, Thelma 

was instrumental in helping to    

purchase the land for our church and 

we enjoy fellowship in the hall that 

bears her name every week.  

Several of us we able to join at her 

home for her birthday. Thelma 

watches online every week. Happy 

Birthday Thelma!  

Pastor Chris 

  


