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Presiding Minister:  Pastor Chad Butz 

Assisting This Morning: 

 10:00 am @Trinity 

Communion Assistant - Sandy Canning 

Lector - Jim Canning 
 

Covid Protocol:  Masks are recommended for all non-vaccinated and vaccinated 

persons.  We ask that you especially wear your mask while singing and in close 

proximity to others. 
 

Communion Practices:  Please come forward if you wish to recieve communion or a 

blessing.  If you need Gluten Free wafers or Grape Juice, please come forward with 

your palms facing toward the ground.  If you would like a blessing, please cross your 

arms across your chest.  For wine and gluten bread, please come forward with your 

palms facing the ceiling.  All baptized persons are welcome at the table. 
 

The altar vases is presented to the Glory of God in honor of the belated birthday of 

her son, Matt, by Judy Krovic. 

 

The bulletins & candles are sponsored in remembrance of her wedding anniversary 

& her dear husband, Peter, by Jacqueline Acri. 
 

New Here?  We are happy you are here!  If you would like to get to know Renewed in 

Grace more deeply, please leave your name and number on the book near the door you 

entered from.  The Pastor will then be in contact with you. You may also email us at 

renewedingracecoop@gmail.com 

 

 

 

RENEWED IN GRACE CO-OP 

MINISTRY 

 

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

240 Broad St.   P.O. Box 97 

Highspire, PA  17034 

717-939-3492 

stpeters240@verizon.net 

www.renewedingracecoop.org 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

221 S. 2nd St. 

Steelton, PA  17113 

717-939-4998 

trinitysteelton221@yahoo.com 

www.trinitysteelton.org 

mailto:stpeters240@verizon.net
http://www.renewedingracecoop.org
mailto:Trinitysteelton221@yahoo.com
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Sunday Worship 

September 4, 2022 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE                                                        Arthur Berg 

 
THE GATHERING 

 

*Please stand as you are able 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 

Our hearts are broken.  We don’t know how to love properly. 

Our trust is broken, we cannot earn it faithfully or give it freely. 

Our community is broken.  We cannot love our neighbor as ourselves. 

We confess that we are both the victims and the perpetrators of our  

brokenness.  We implore you, dear God:   Break the cycle of brokenness.  

Provide the grace and trust that we cannot provide.  Open our eyes to our 

neighbors who are near to us, and those who are far away.  Heal our 

hearts.  Restore our trust.  Build our human community.  Amen. 
 

God created you, knows you intimately, and calls you “Good.”  As a minister of 

Christ, I proclaim that God loves you and forgives all your sins.  But this absolution 

is not just for you.  We live as forgiven in cycles of oppression.  As forgiven Children 

of God, created in God’s image, our forgiveness creates our ability to fight the  

unjust system we find ourselves in.  Go forth as created, known, and loved people, 

forgiven to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and  

recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim God’s  

favor.  Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN        “I Love to Tell the Story”                                        ELW #661    
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our 

works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 

finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE WORD 

 

*Please be seated                                                              
FIRST LESSON:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20  

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their  

ancestors.  In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them:  choose life by 

loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by following other gods. 
 

15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.  16If you 

obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, 

by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his  

commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become  

numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering 

to possess.  17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray 

to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall 

perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter 

and possess.  19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set 

before you life and death, blessings and curses.  Choose life so that you and your 

descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to 

him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 

that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
  

Word of God.  Word of Life.     Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 1  (Read responsively) 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
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2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with  

       leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

 
SECOND LESSON:  Philemon 1-21   

While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away 

from Philemon, a slaveowner and a Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to 

return to Philemon and encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a  

Christian brother. 
 

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 

our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of 

your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.  6I pray that the 

sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we 

may do for Christ.  7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 

love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my  

brother. 
 

 8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 

duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love - and I, Paul, do this as 

an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus.  10I am appealing to you for 

my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to 

me.  12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you.  13I wanted to keep 

him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my  

imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, 

in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced.   
5Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 

might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a  
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beloved brother - especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and 

in the Lord. 

 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.  18If 

he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 
19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand:  I will repay it. I say nothing about 

your owing me even your own self.  20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you 

in the Lord!  Refresh my heart in Christ.  21Confident of your obedience, I am  

writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.     Thanks be to God. 

 
*Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Alleluia, Alleluia”                       All Creation Sings  

RIG Co-Op Choir, recorded 

 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 14:25-33 
 

The gospel of our Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship.  Those who follow him should 

know from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean  

renouncing all other allegiances. 
 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to 

them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and  

children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my  

disciple.   27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my  

disciple.  28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?  29Otherwise, when 

he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule 

him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’  31Or what 

king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and  

consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against 

him with twenty thousand?  32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, 

he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.  33So therefore, none of you 

can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 

 
 

*Please be seated 

SERMON                                                                                Rev. Chad Butz                                                       
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SPECIAL MUSIC     “I Have Decided”                                                   Michael Card 

RIG Co-Op Choir, recorded                                                                 
 
*Please stand as you are able 

APOSTLES‘ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; 

     he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen.                                                                                   

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather 

our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 

     A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel.   

Refresh the hearts of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing 

we share, and strengthen our partnerships in the faith.  God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 

For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures:  for trees and forests, for all 

that will yield fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water.  God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For the nations and those in authority:  for the elected leaders of our towns, states, 
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and country, and for international organizations.  Grant wisdom to those who  

govern and raise up citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their  

neighbors.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For all in need:  for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness 

or food insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this  

community who need your care especially:  Michael Pressler, Carol Marks, Bob 

Wertz, Bruce Baldwin, Jack Etter, Vessie Ortenzio, Don Alsedek, Anna and Carl 

Zeiders, Barb Hawkins, Bruce Sauder, Jeff Myers, Courtney Lee Johnson, Diana 

Keyser, Aaliyah Pisle and all those we name in our hearts to you now.  God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

For this community of faith:  for all our labors - begun, continued, and ended in you 

- that they glorify your holy name.  Bless your people with the strength to live into 

their many vocations for the sake of the world.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

     Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors.  Give us faith, like 

them, to love you with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting 

life.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we  

offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  

*Please share the peace in your location and socially distance a message of peace. 

*Please remain standing as you are able. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on your 

goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the 

good of all, in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
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THE MEAL 

   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise.       
                                                                                                                  
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  

Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the  

miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, holy, holy                                                                                       ELW p. 153 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that 

shall be, Creator of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 

The hallowing of your name echoes throughout the universe!  The way of your  

justice be followed by the people of the world!  Your heavenly will be done by all 

created beings!  Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and 

come on earth: 
 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With the bread we need for today, feed us.  In the hurts we absorb from one  

another, forgive us.  In the times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  From  

trials too great to endure, spare us.  From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  For 

you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  

and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SHARING THE MEAL 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet. 

*Please be seated for distribution of communion 

 
*Please stand as you are able for the blessing 

BLESSING                                                                                                                                                 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray, 

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 

your mercy.  Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all 

may come to know your love.  This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION   

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show 

you the path of life this day and always.  Amen. 
                                                                                                                              
CLOSING HYMN       “Lift High the Cross”                                                ELW #660                                         

           
SENDING        

Go in peace.  Love your neighbor.  Thanks be to God. 

     
POSTLUDE               Arthur Berg 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.   

License #SB124411 

 

Prelude - Arthur 

Opening hymn - "I Love to Tell the Story" #661 (all verses) 

                           PUBLIC DOMAIN @ 2010 

                           text: Katherine Hawley    music: William Fischer 

G.A. - "Alleluia. Alleluia"  p. 14 ACS, Holy Communion Setting 11 

                             Augsburg Fortress (recorded) 

Special music:  "I Have Decided" (RIG Co-op Choir recorded) 

                          text & music : Michael Card 

                             arr. John F. Wilson  

CCLI Song #9945, License CSPL #190294, permission to stream/ podcast this song. All rights 

reserved. 
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Closing hymn - "Lift High the Cross" #660 (all verses) 

                             contributors: KETCHIN/ NEWBOLT/ NICHOLSON 

                             tune: @ 1974 Hope Publishing Co. 

Postlude - Arthur 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, Li-

cense #736549-A (except where notated). All rights reserved. 

 
                              News & Happenings 

 

Sponsors still needed for our Guatemala Student  

Members of  St. Peter’s (2 sponsors still needed) & Trinity (2 sponsors still 

needed also) can sponsor a student in Guatemala (at David and Jenn Hope-

Tringali's school).  We are asking our members to sponsors  just one month and 

cost is $100.  If you are interested there are sign-up sheets at both churches 

in the Narthex.  Contributions should be clearly marked “Hope Academy Scholar-

ship” and placed in the collection plate.  Thank you for supporting this important 

endeavor! 

 

Trinity still has sponsorships available for flowers and/or bulletins/candles for 

the certain Sundays in October through December.  Call Jan Holwig (717-564-

6360) if you would like to be a sponsor.  The flowers are still $25 and bulletins/

candles are $17.  Thanks. 

 

Monday Night Takeout Meals – Sally & Rita would like to thank you all again 

for the donations they have received in 2021.  They thank you in advance for all the 

help they get with this outreach project!  Since we started this outreach  

project on January 18th, 2021 we have served 4,576 meals!   

 

Monday Night Meal Count: 

Date   # of meals # families/  # families/clothing 

     non-food items  

August 1     64   13   4 

August 8     60   11   4 

August 15     47   16   8 

August 22     68   16   5 

August 29 

 
Non-Food Donations Needed – Please remember our outreach project of  

non-food items given out on Monday evenings.  We continue to accept donations 

like:  shampoo, conditioner, body wash, soap bars, razors, tooth paste, tooth  
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brushes, liquid hand soap, hand sanitizer, 4 pack of toilet paper, Kleenex boxes,  

paper towels, napkins, paper plates, plastic wear, trash bags, dishwashing liquid,  

sponges, sandwich bags, gallon bags, trash bags and plastic bags from grocery store.  

Please place donations in the box on Sunday morning or contact Rita  

Pressler at riessrm1226@aol.com.   Thank you! 

 

Thankful Threads Update – We are in need of  & now accepting donations of 

clothing once again.  We are particularly in need of  ANY AND ALL TYPES OF 

CLOTHING, ESPECIALL CHILDREN SIZES.  Any donations would be greatly  

appreciated.  Thank you.  

 
Thursday Night Takeout Meals at Trinity - Our free meals program is still  

successfully continuing each Thursday.  Thanks to Jim and Sandy Canning for their 

leadership.  Sandy does ALL the cooking each week and we thank her for that!  When 

people come in for meals, some of them also "shop" the Little Food  

Pantry tables in the social hall.  The table is in need of non-food items such as  

toilet paper, paper towels, and toiletries (same list as St. Peter's!).  If you can  

donate items, please bring them to the social hall on  Thursday evenings or  

Sunday mornings.  Food items are also welcomed! 

Thursday Night Meal Counts 

Date   # of meals   Date  # of meals 

August 4   39   August 11  43 

August 18   53   August 25  45 

 

Young-Adults Group:  We are starting a young adults group on October 13th at 7pm. 

We will be meeting monthly at a restaurant on the 2nd Thursday of the month.  There is 

no real age bracket, just all those who identify as young adults are welcome and are 18 

or older.  If interested please email Pastor Chad at renewedingracecoop@gmail.com so 

that you may be in the loop for restaurant and topic choices. 

 

Youth Group and Confirmation - If you know of any young person in the grades of 

6th, 7th, 8th, or 9th grade, they are eligible for confirmation.  We will be having a  

retreat at one of Lutheran Camping Corps. from Friday October 14th through the 15th.  

Youth Group will again be happening, but we are still working on the schedule, stay 

tuned for more information.  Please email renewedingraceoop@gmail.com if you have 

youth or are a youth, that is interested. 

 

University of Faith (U. of Faith) - Renewed in Grace and St. Peter’s, Middletown 

are trying something new this year for Advent and Lent.  We will be offering various 

courses throughout the seasons of Advent and Lent that you may pick from.  There will 

be courses offered by lay and rostered people, and will be available for both in-person 

only, hybrid and online-only options.  Specifics will be coming in the next month or so. 
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ChicaBean Coffee - We are now selling coffee through an affiliate distribution list, 

that will provide higher return for our ministries.  Please try not to use the  

affiliate link, but rather give your orders to Pat Hawkins and he will order for you.  

Order forms will be available in the next week or so.  

 

Upcoming Worship Schedule: 

September 4th:  at Trinity 

September 11th:  at St. Peter's (Church Picnic in St. Peter's backyard) 

September 18th:  at Trinity (God's Work, Our Hands, Service project following worship) 

September 25th:  at St. Peter's (Sunday Morning Bible Study Resumes at 9am) 

October 2nd:  at Trinity 

October 9th:  at St. Peter's 

October 16th:  at Trinity 

October 23rd:  at St. Peter's 

October 30th:  at Trinity (Reformation Sunday and joint worship with St. Peter's,  

Middletown) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:riessrm1226@aol.com
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Please remember the following members & friends in your prayers. 

   

St. Peter’s Prayer Concerns: 

Members living at care facilities: 

Barbara Hawkins at Ecumenical Community 

Warren & Esther Nelson at Traditions of Hershey, Palmyra 

Members who are shut-ins living at home:  Geraldine Reider, Bruce Sauders 

Those in need:  Diana Keyser, Michael Pressler, Carol Marks, Bruce Baldwin, 

Jack Etter, Don Alsedek, Barb Hawkins, and Bruce Sauder. 

 

Trinity’s Prayer Concerns:       

Those in need:  Bob Wertz, Carl & Anna Zeiders, John & Nancy Brunner,  

Jeff Myers. 

We continue to pray for:  Chuck Korte, Ben Whittington and all our  

homebound members. 

 

In case of a pastoral emergency outside of his or Barb’s office hours, Pastor 

Chad can be reached by his cell phone which is 610-297-2514.  Please also note 

the following message from Pastor Chad, “Due to the overwhelming amount of 

spam calls we receive I most likely will not pick up, so please always leave a 

message in the case of a Pastoral Emergency.  Do not hesitate to call again, as 

well, if I don’t respond within a half hour.  Please limit pastoral emergency calls 

to life threatening circumstances and/or death of loved one.”  Barb will be in 

the offices as follows:  Mondays & Wednesdays from 1-4pm at St. Peter’s and 

Tuesdays & Thursdays from 1-4pm at Trinity.  Remember, she will be covering 

for both offices remotely while at the other office. 
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