
Page 1 of 5 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson 24 

Chapter 17 

 

• As we concluded our study of chapter 16, we watched as the 7th angel poured out the 7th bowl 

of judgment upon the earth 

• Okay, Here is what we have at the end of chapter 16 final judgment poured out it is finished  

• Now we see this destruction of Babylon 

• This is like watching a show climax building and then they jump to a different scene 

• Let me give you what I think is the best way to look at both chapter 17 & 18 

• Chapters 17 and 18 of Revelation are dedicated to the description of the final destruction of 

Babylon in both its ecclesiastical (that is the spiritual form) and political forms.  

• It is evident from these chapters that the events described therein, especially those in chapter 

17, precede by some considerable period the events represented in the seven vials.  

• In fact, it is probable that the events of chapter 17 occur at the beginning of the great 

tribulation that would be in the middle.1 

• I believe that these events take place mid-way through the Great Tribulation, after the 

abomination of desolation is committed by the Antichrist, that is the temple in Jerusalem 

• From our perspective we might view this as odd, but let’s remember John Walvoord’s words 

concerning this, “It must be remembered that from John’s point of view all of the events of 

Revelation were future, and it pleased God to reveal various aspects of future events in other 

than their chronological order.” 

• Any interpretation of Revelation 17 and 18 is difficult because expositors have not agreed as 

to the details of their interpretations.  

• In general, however, it is helpful to consider chapter 17 as dealing with Babylon as an 

ecclesiastical or spiritual entity and chapter 18 as dealing with Babylon as a political entity.  

• It is also helpful in chapter 17 to distinguish the vision in verses 1 through 6 from the 

interpretation in verses 7 through 18.2 

• John is shown the vision of the destruction of Babylon, as representing false religion3 

• We are introduced to a new character, and reacquainted with a familiar character (but given 

more information on this familiar character than we had before) 

• Who are these 2 characters? 

o The new character is mentioned in v. 1, “the great harlot” 

▪ The harlot is also referred to as the, “scarlet woman” in v. 4 

o The familiar character is mentioned in v. 3, but described differently, “the scarlet 

beast” 

 

1) The Beast 

a) We are first introduced to the beast in chapter 13:1, the antichrist 

b) 13:11 introduces us to a 2nd beast, “the beast of the earth” who is the false prophet 

c) 13:12 tells us the 2nd beast causes man to worship the 1st beast (Antichrist) 

 
1 John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Galaxie Software, 2008), 243. 
2 John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Galaxie Software, 2008), 243. 
3 John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Galaxie Software, 2008), 243. 
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d) Therefore, the “beast” represents 3 important players in the last days 

e) The Antichrist (individual), the One World Government (empire), and the Apostate 

Church (lead by the False Prophet, the Antichrist’s “right hand man”) 

f) Now you may be wondering why it is necessary for us to consider the Antichrist again if 

he has been described to us in chapter 13 

g) The reason is quite simple . . . God wants to tell us more about the Antichrist 

h) Let’s see how the “beast” is described in chapter 17 

i) v. 3, “full of names of blasphemy”: Jesus Christ always glorifies our Heavenly Father, 

but the Antichrist will blaspheme God and try to turn men away from the One True 

Living God! 

1) The Antichrist is the antithesis, the opposite of Jesus, and this description reminds us 

of this important truth! 

j) v. 3, “having seven heads and ten horns”:  2 symbols are used here 

1) “heads”: In chapter 13, the heads are symbolic of governments and kingdoms.  But in 

chapter 17 the heads are given another meaning,  

2) “seven heads are seven mountains” (we’ll come back to explain what this means later 

on in the lesson) 

3) “horns”: symbolic of individual rulers, kings, and authoritative leaders 

k) We also find new information/symbolism in 17:7-16 

l) v. 8, “the beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and 

go to perdition.”  What does that mean?!? 

1) This verse, though confusing to many, gives us a clear picture of where the Antichrist 

will come from 

m) v. 8 tells us that the Antichrist will come out of a kingdom/government that was once 

historically great, but falls out of world domination, but then rises again to become a 

super power 

1) Not only will this kingdom/government rise again, but notice where it will rise from, 

“the bottomless pit.” 

2) Remember, the “bottomless pit” is a reference to Hell.  We first heard this statement 

in 9 as we read of the demons that will be released from, “the bottomless pit” (of 

Hell) to swarm like locusts across the earth 

3) Yet, this kingdom/government will not keep its world wide influence long for it will 

again “go to perdition” (back into the pit) 

n) v. 9 gives us more information, but warns us that spiritual wisdom is required to 

understand these truths 

1) “The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits” 

2) Is there a city, that once served as the capital/center of an ancient world empire 

situated on/among 7 prominent hills? 

(1) Yes, the city of Rome! 

3) Therefore, the center of the beast’s, and the woman’s, influence will geographically 

be Rome rather than Babylon 

o) v. 10 tells us more . . . 

1) “There are also seven kings.  Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come.  

And when he (last king) comes, he must continue a short time” 

2) The 7th king is a reference to the Antichrist, and I believe the eighth is a reference to 

the one world empire that the Antichrist will oversee 
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p) v. 11 tends to confuse some, but it really serves as a clarifier . . . 

1) “The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is 

going to perdition.” 

2) Some people think that it is a person from the past who will be revived, someone like 

Judas Iscariot or Nero 

3) Walvoord helps us understand this verse, “What is revived is imperial government, 

not an imperial ruler.  That which seemingly went out of existence in history never to 

be revived is thus miraculously resuscitated at the end of the age.” 

q) v. 12 gives us some idea of “how” the Roman empire will again rise to world domination 

1) “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, 

but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast” 

2) John is told that the beast will be comprised of 10 kings/nations, who sometime in the 

future will rise to power by coming together as a one world government lead by the 

Antichrist 

3) But their world-wide rule will be very brief, the angel tells John it will last only, “one 

hour” 

4) Remember, time is often symbolic, for the Antichrist will rule only for 1 week 

5) Daniel 9 tells us that 1 week is equal to 7 years  

r) v. 13 tells us of the unity of these 10 kings, and this is how the one world government of 

the last days is able to rise to power 

1) The beast receives his power from Satan (13:2), but also is given the power and 

authority of these 10 earthly kings 

s) v 14, it is the beast, along with the 10 earthly kings, that will “make war with the Lamb” 

1) But we see that the beast has no chance of defeating the Lamb for, “the Lamb will 

overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with 

Him are called chosen and faithful.” 

2) The Harlot 

a) v. 1, an angel tells John to, “Come, I (the angel) will show you the judgement of the great 

harlot who sits on many waters.” 

1) One of the ways that God will pour our judgment on the beast is found in v. 16 

2) “And the ten horns (10 kings) you saw on the beast will hate the harlot, make her 

desolate, and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire.” 

3) Why would these 10 kings do such a thing?  The answer is in v. 17 

4) “For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to 

give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.” 

5) Satan will be convinced that the kings of the earth will join the Antichrist because of 

his demonic plan/will . . . but we see that even though it appears that Satan is in 

control of the earth at this point God is still on the throne and still in control!!! 

6) Satan has little authority, and it is limited and regulated by God! 

b) v. 1-6 tell us of the harlot’s judgement, and v. 7-18 reveals the meaning of these symbols 

1) As the chapter closes, we are finally told of the identity of the “harlot” in v. 18 

2) “And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of the 

earth.”  

c) We see in v. 5 that the woman is called, “Babylon The Great, The Mother Of Harlots And 

Of The Abominations Of The Earth.” 

1) The woman is not the beast, but “rides the beast” that is she controls the beast 
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2) In the last days, the one world government will have a partner . . . the apostate church 

3) The fact that woman is separate from the beast means that she has power and 

authority in her own right, but still remains intimately connected to the beast 

4) The woman has the same relationship to the beast as the False Prophet has with the 

Antichrist 

5) This false church/false religion will have tremendous influence over the political, 

military, social, and religious activities of that day 

6) The church will be just as corrupt, evil, and blasphemous as the government! 

7) There will be no separation of church and state! 

8) We call this scarlet woman a church, but she is not a true church for she will reject 

Jesus and blaspheme God! 

9) Therefore, the judgment that God will pour out upon the beast (government & the 

antichrist) will be equally poured out upon the woman (apostate church) 

d) The scarlet woman is described in v. 4 as being, “arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of 

abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.” 

1) The items that this woman wears are similar to the items worn by the Pope and other 

leaders in the Roman Catholic church. 

e) v. 5 tell us of the inscription upon the woman’s head (READ) 

1) The name Babylon is symbolic.  We believe Rome is the city/empire referred to 

politically, but Babylon is a better picture of the apostate church spiritually 

2) Just as Babylon epitomized all that was godless and sinful in the OT, the name 

reveals what the apostate church will be like in the end times. 

3) Beginning in Genesis 10 (the tower of Babel) we read through the OT that name 

Babylon becomes synonymous with man’s rebellion against God 

4) The inscription begins with the word, “Mystery” 

5) This is fitting, for so many of the “mystery” religions of the world have as their origin 

the ancient religions of Babylon 

6) The Babylonians religions have their own virgin birth story, and their own 

resurrection story 

7) But these are also intermingled with rituals that require sprinkling of holy water, 

establishing an order of virgins who become temple prostitutes, making cakes for the 

queen of heaven (Jeremiah 7:18), offering incense to the queen of heaven (Jer. 44:17-

19, 25) and weeping for the queen of heaven (Ezekiel 8:14) 

8) Some of these have carried over into Roman Catholicism, and continue to be 

practiced even today! 

f) The woman is, “the mother of harlots” for the apostate church will lead nearly all the 

people of the world to worship the Antichrist and reject Jesus as, “the way, the truth, and 

the life.” 

g) It will be the apostate church that we lead and encourage the spiritual adultery of that day 

And those that follow the scarlet woman will join her in persecuting the saints of that day 

h) v. 6 tells us that John saw the woman, “drunk with the blood of the saints and with the 

blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” 

1) When does the Apostate church fall? 

2) When the 10 kings of the tribulation attack the church, destroy the church, and give 

all their allegiance and authority to the Antichrist 
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3) I believe this will all be part of the events that end the first 3 ½  years of the 

tribulation and begin the latter portion of Daniels 70th week (3 ½ years) 

4) The Scarlet Woman will be used by Satan to help the Antichrist ascend to world wide 

domination/power, and then Satan will turn on the woman and destroy her in order 

that the Antichrist and the Beast may have the priority in the one world government 

5) Ultimately, the Antichrist will set himself up to be god, and therefore worship in the 

apostate church will be unnecessary for the world will worship the Antichrist alone! 

i) What a stark contrast to the relationship between God and His church 

j) God has a plan of blessing for His church, and even refers to the church as His Bride 

k) God will never destroy His church, but has promised to deliver the church from the Great 

Tribulation and for this reason the church will be raptured from the world and it will be 

that event that triggers the beginning of the Great Tribulation and the establishment of the 

Scarlet Woman and the Beast 

l) The spiritual Babylon is fallen in chapter 17, next week we will examine how the 

political Babylon will fall in chapter 18 

 

 


