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A word from our pastor. . . 

Dear Friends, 
 
As I write this last article as your minister, I am pushing against so many emotions. 
Those who actually read my articles know that I close each piece with a simple 
acknowledgement of thanks—“I am honored to be your minister.” There is nothing 
profound in the sentiment, but it is my way of sharing with you that you are a gracious 
community of faith. You have taught me much. At times you pulled me along, 
reminding me that God’s inclusive vision is never easy but worth pursuing. I offer my 
sincere thanks. I take you, your faces, your stories with me as I begin a new adventure. 
You are the people of “once upon a time”—grace reminders of what is possible in any 
community of faith.  
 
You are now facing a significant transition moment. The way you navigate this 
transition is not by calling an expert who will give you the answers and take away your 
fears and anxiety. Expertise, I contend, is surprisingly limited. Instead, the way forward 
is to draw upon the wisdom of the people gathered at 2239 Dover Center Road. All the 
wonderful people of Dover Congregational are here for a reason. They each have a 
particular perspective, gift, or skill that will assist the faith community in navigating 
choppy waters. The important work is not one of producing the right content, but of 
finding the right process.  
 
Dover Congregational is now living “in-between” time. As strange as 
this might sound, this can be good news. Why? The “in-between” time 
opens the congregation up to new grace-filled possibilities. Now, there 
will be moments of frustration. Moving from point A to point B can 
create anxiety. However, I feel you can reframe that anxiety into hope-
filled possibility, that this “in-between” time can become sacred space 
to imagine how your past might influence God’s call today and into 
the future.  
 
As you begin, I offer this spiritual exercise to consider. It is not original with me, but it 
was written for a congregation living “in-between” time. Let the words be a reminder of 
God’s presence and purpose for you as a community of faith.  
 

       But now thus says the Lord, 
who created you, O Jacob,  
who formed you, O Israel: 

 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 



 

 

 
 

When you walk through the fire you shall not be burned,  
and the flame shall not consume you.  

 
For I am the Lord your God,  

the Holy One of Israel, your savior. 
 

You are precious in my sight 
and honored, and I love you.   

                                          –Isaiah 43: 1-4 
 

Sit quietly with these words for a bit. After a few moments, read the text aloud together, with 
each person replacing the names “Jacob” and “Israel” in the first verse with his or her own 
name.  
 
Then, after a brief time of silence, read the text together again, this time putting Dover 
Congregational’s name in the place of Jacob/Israel.  
 
After a few minutes of silence, spend some time sharing with one another about what this 
prophetic word says to you as you journey together through this “in-between” time.  
 
Carry the text with you. Share it with those who are anxious. And do not fear, because you 
are beloved and precious in God’s sight.  
 
I will miss you, your smiles, your deep laughter, your pronounced joy in the faith. You are 
indeed, a noble clan, a collection of souls who anxiously await the Spirit’s urgings.  
 
I have been honored to be your minister, 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    Highlights from Council    

             
                                                            Moderator’s Report   

Esther was a secret Jew. Because she was the most beautiful woman in the King’s harem, she had 
become his chosen queen. Then, suddenly, that King  ordered the destruction of all the Jews. She alone 
was in the position to save her people, but at significant risk to herself.  Yet Esther’s uncle pleaded with 
her to try, for he argued, “Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as 
this!” (Esther 4: 14) 

Friends, we are not facing certain death here, thank God! But our nation and our church are 
entering a critical time for our own future, and we need every person to step up to the task of “being the 
Church.”  For who knows? Perhaps you have come to your own “dignity” for just such a time as 
this! 

A few creative people (Martha, Jane, Cynthia) have developed a way for each of us to share our 
own gifts, talents, and passions. Several of you have already told us where you think you will “fit in,” and 
have added your puzzle piece to our board. THANK YOU!  

In the coming days, Jane Coil will be sending a text and email to explain how everyone can join 
this effort!  Pray about your own gifts, talents, and passions, and then blow your own horn a bit and let 
your gifts be known. Together let us serve God and our church. THANK YOU ALL! 

   
Highlights from Council’s July meeting: 
• Approved $3000 funding for Greater Cleveland Congregations after hearing from John Rinehart about 

their work in Greater Cleveland. (Voter registration and addressing removal of people from voter rolls; 
close contact with Mayor Bibb, advocacy for a diversion center to keep juveniles from entering adult 
prison system,  operating vaccination centers in churches.)  

• Approved purchase of a new Yamaha C1X TransAcoustic piano for the sanctuary using funds from 
the Glen and Joan Jenkins Memorial music fund.  

• Approved funding for two delegates to attend the Heartland Conference Annual meeting on Sept. 22-
23 in Westerville, OH.  

• Approved up to $20,000 for three projects proposed by the Facilities Committee. (Pavilion electrical 
line, parking lot crack and hole repair, and North sidewalk leveling/replacement.)  

• Received reports from committees and discussed our progress towards the "Church as Interim” work. 
It is exciting to see how our “puzzle” is being completed with volunteers sharing their talents and 
passions!  

 
Here is what is coming up in the next weeks. Please mark your calendars and join in!  
 

• The Christian Education Committee is holding a special meeting for everyone to brainstorm and 
plan the future of our programs for children and youth, and even adults! Please come on September 7, 
at 7 PM at the church. Bring your opinions, thoughts, and ideas! We need and appreciate your input. 
Also, our Sunday School Kick-off and Carnival-Picnic is on September 11!  

• Keith’s last Sunday with us as pastor is September 25. On that Sunday there will be a special 
liturgy to fondly say good-by to his spiritual leadership and wish him well as he moves to new joys 
and challenges. Our Association leaders will be involved in this special service. I am sure we will fill 
the church with well-wishers! 

• Two supply pastors will be leading our Sunday worship in early October: 
 

October 2  (also Oct 23) Rev. Susi Kawolics: 
Reverend Susi Kawolics is an ordained minister in the UCC who retired from Federated Church in 
Chagrin Falls in December 2019 after serving as their Associate Pastor. She is now working as an 



 

 

administrative assistant for the Community of St. Peter, and she also does bookkeeping and office work 
for a variety of companies. She serves on the board as treasurer of the Cleveland Ecumenical Institute of 
Religious Studies (CEIRS) and is a certified labyrinth facilitator. Susi has lived her whole life in the 
Cleveland area, and has been married to her husband Rich, another native Clevelander, for 38 years. They 
have two daughters, Kailey, and Kiran, whom they love to visit in upstate New York. 
 
October 9 (also Oct 16) Rev. Mark Simone 
The Rev. Mark Simone recently retired from 42 years in full time youth ministry, serving UCC churches 
in Ravenna and Chagrin Falls. Along with pastoring hundreds of teens and young adults, he has written or 
contributed to a dozen books and many articles on relevant youth leadership. Utilizing his carpentry 
skills, he has led nearly 40 work camps in the US, Mexico, Puerto Rico and South Africa. Mark has 
spoken at  youth ministry conferences across the US, Eastern Europe, and South Africa. In 2019, Mark 
published a book on his South African experiences called When Mourning Turned into Dancing: Seeds of 
Hope in Post-Apartheid South Africa. He has also written a book of ghost stories. Mark is an award- 
winning photographer. Guitar is his love (Go, Rock and Roll!)  Married for 48 years, Mark and Kathy 
have four adult children and six rambunctious grandkids. The Simones live in Chagrin Falls. 
 

• The Mission Committee will be inviting folks to contribute to the UCC Neighbors in Need Special 
Offering on October 2. Gloria Rothhaas has announced two in-depth racism study groups (via Zoom). 
These will begin in October, so please consider these important adult education opportunities, and sign up 
soon. 

• Martha Vivona will be working with the Calling and Caring folks to make sure that our congregation 
continues to care for one another through upcoming times of need. From a caring friend to ministerial 
care, your church will be there for you.  

• The Transition Team invites you to cider/donuts/conversation after church on October 16. Rev. 
Michael Howard, Minister of Faith and Action of our Living Water Association, will lead a rousing cheer 
for change! You will not want to miss this! 

• Meri Armour has agreed to lead our Stewardship campaign for 2023! Thank you, Meri! Meri brings 
years of experience to this task. The kick-off date is October 30. Our goal is $500,000. We need 100% 
participation to be  successful.  

• A Policies and Procedures Team, (Don Armour, Jane Coil, Mike DiLauro, Rick Koehler, Roger 
Stewart),  is beginning its work. The team will act on recommendations in the Audit Committee report. 
Hopefully, the team will finish by the end of this year.  

• The Search and Call Committee is busy looking closely at applicants and drafting a call agreement 
which it will send to Council for approval! We are moving along. Keep praying for our church’s future.  

 
Yes, folks, this report is LONG! Congratulations if you have made it to the very end! Council and I 

continually give thanks for your support and faithfulness to our church.  
 
Council meetings are every Third Tuesday and are open to all church members and friends. Also, feel 

free to communicate your ideas and concerns at any time by phone, email, or in person.  
 
In the Faith and Love of Christ, 
Sharrie Nichols, 330-204-8642   
uccrev@neo.rr.com 

 
 
The Council of Dover UCC met on Tuesday, August 16th at Dover Church, at 7:00 
PM.  Financials for July 2022 were discussed and are shown below. 
 
As of  
Year-to-Date revenue:       $223,802 
Year-to-Date expenses:      $190,223 (55% of 2022 budget) 
Endowment Fund Total Market Value   $933,110 
Total Cash available:                              $229,189    

mailto:uccrev@neo.rr.com


 

 

 From The Minister of Justice  

 
GOOD NATURE 

 
 “Last year Franklin Graham, son of famed evangelist Billy Graham, dismissed climate 

change as ‘nothing new’ in a Facebook post and compared it to biblical instances of extreme 

weather, such as the flood in Genesis or the years of famine and drought in Egypt, that are 

depicted as acts of God.” (Washington Post 8/31/22) The article, “Bible demands action on 

climate change, Evangelicals say in new report,” goes on. “In a Pew Research 

survey conducted in January, White evangelicals were the religious group least likely to agree 

that human activity contributes to climate change, with only 54 percent saying humanity 

contributed a great deal or some to the trend. By comparison, 72 percent of White non-

evangelicals, 73 percent of White Catholics, 81 percent of Black Protestants and 86 percent of 

Hispanic Catholics said so.” 

 

 “The National Association of Evangelicals has unveiled a 

sweeping report on global climate change, laying out what its 

authors call the ‘biblical basis’ for environmental activism to 

help spur fellow evangelicals to address the planetary crisis… 

The Bible does not tell us anything directly about how to 

evaluate scientific reports or how to respond to a changing 

environment, but it does give several helpful principles: Care for 

creation, love our neighbors and witness to the world,” the report 

says. 

 

 Many English translations of the biblical creation story in Genesis 1:28 suggest that 

humans are to have dominion over God’s creation. That is a false translation, perhaps 

reflecting English colonialism. A better translation suggests that humans are to be stewards of 

God’s good creation, to live in concert with the creator. We are to consider the consequents of 

our actions, to mitigate the harmful effects of our actions instead treating the planet as a giant 

dumpster. 

 

 The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) have done all Christians a favor by the 
publication of this report. “In addition to ongoing droughts in various parts of the world, the 
NAE report was unveiled the same day news broke that, given the current pace of climate 
change, 3.3 percent of the Greenland ice sheet — around 110 trillion tons of ice — is slated to 
melt into the sea, raising global sea levels nearly a foot between now and 2100.” Some 
scientists suggests that Greenland ice melt is irrevocable and that it may be accelerated. If in 
doubt, consider the horrific impact of recent floods, draught, heat and the colossal damage of 
extreme weather. These are not the actions of God; they are the result of human carelessness,  

https://www.facebook.com/100044568093541/posts/423880775774189/
https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2022/03/01/americans-largely-favor-u-s-taking-steps-to-become-carbon-neutral-by-2050/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2021/10/22/christian-evangelical-church-post-trump/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2022/08/29/greenland-ice-sheet-sea-level/?itid=lk_inline_manual_32
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2022/08/29/greenland-ice-sheet-sea-level/?itid=lk_inline_manual_32


 

 

 
our failure to be good stewards of the planet Earth.  
 

 Maybe we can learn from our ancestors. The US Forest Service is now working with 
indigenous people in California to improve the management of our forests in an effort to limit 
the damage of devastating forest fires. 

 

Dare we call it, our sin.  

 

~Rev. Dr. John Rinehart 



 

 

CH-CH-CHANGES 

 

“The secret of change is to focus all your energy, not fighting the old,  
but on building the new.” ~ Socrates 

 
With Keith retiring at the end of the month, Dover will be facing transitions, so I thought an 
article on change might be fitting. We know that change is inevitable and can be 
overwhelming, despite it being the one constant in life. Finding ways to accept and cope can 
make transitions a little easier. Change can come on suddenly, as with a death in the family, or 
incrementally, such as if you get married, switch jobs, or relocate to a new city. Whatever the 
change is, you may find yourself spending a great deal of effort trying to avoid it and that is 
not a realistic strategy. Learning coping strategies can help you adapt to these different events 
throughout your life. 
 
Why is it difficult to deal with change? 
Coping with change requires you to pivot in your life. You may suddenly have to reverse 
course or find a new way of doing things. This can push you out of your comfort zone and 
make you feel uncomfortable, especially since most humans are conditioned to resist change. 
While you can’t keep everything frozen in time, you might find security in learning some 
general steps to take when change does come. 
 
Strategies that can help you navigate change due to life’s 
circumstances. 
 ~ Hold onto your routine: When everything is changing around you, 
you may find peace in doing structured things. Even your morning routine 
can provide a sense of stability. Getting out of bed at the same time every 
day, eating breakfast, and stimulating your body can all help your mental 
well-being during times when your life is less predictable. 
 
~Reframe Your Perspective and Visualize how change may affect 
your life: The way you think about change may determine how you’ll 
deal with it. Negative thinking patterns can hamper your ability to focus on the positive. In 
fact, research shows that it can take a toll on your emotional well-being. Consider reframing 
your thoughts. This is a technique that helps you shift your perspective to look at situations 
with a more optimistic attitude. 
 
~Sweat them out: During transitional times in your life, uncomfortable feelings may arise, 
and you may feel like you’ve lost your footing. One way to channel these feelings is to release 
them through exercise to help boost your mood, as well as reduce stress. 
 
~Break down your day and list your priorities: If you’re feeling overwhelmed, break down 
your tasks and your day into bite-sized pieces rather than trying to get through it all at once. 



 

 

Focus on the moment. It’s rarely the precise moment that feels challenging, but how you 
interpret the big picture. 
 
~Surround yourself with a positive inner circle: You might want to take a look at who you 
hang out with; noticing who lifts you up and who’s bringing you down.  Limit your time with 
those who drain you and bring negative energy in. Try spending time with the people who 
bring you calm and peace instead. It’s perfectly normal to feel overwhelmed if the change 
you’re facing is really big, or there’s too much change happening all at once. This is when it 
might be best to seek support. Consider asking friends or family for help or emotional support. 
Even a phone/video call or chatting online can help you feel connected to your loved ones. Or 
you can look at some options for getting professional help.  
 
~Show yourself self-care: Making time for relaxation practices that bring you joy and 
restoration can make change happen more smoothly. You might try getting a massage, taking a 
warm bath or listening to relaxing music. Doing something that’s soothing to you is the key. 
You could even schedule regular times for these calming activities so you have something to 
look forward to. 
 
~Practice gratitude and celebrate moments of progress: Whether 
you’ve just received terrible news or are getting ready to relocate to a 
new city, reminding yourself of all that you’re grateful for can be a 
good way to see past the challenges associated with change. Consider 
jotting down your blessings in a journal or telling a loved one all the 
things that make you feel thankful. 
 
Change can be uncomfortable to deal with and may require making some adjustments to your 
day-to-day. While you can’t always steer change, you can learn how to respond and react to it. 
Taking steps such as visualizing, prioritizing, and practicing self-care are just a few ways to 
help you handle life’s changes. 
 

Information taken from psychcentral.com 
 
Blessings and Prayers ~ Julie Kiefer, RN 
 
 
 
 

 God grant me the serenity to accept the things  

I cannot change;  

the courage to change the things I can;  

and the wisdom to know the difference. 



 

 

There are a lot of churches out there. Why are you a member of Dover 
Congregational?  
I’m a member of Dover Congregational because I was raised here in Dover church from the 
time I was 3 years old. Dover Congregational Church is my Church family, Sharron Nichols 
was my crusaders choir leader when I was in elementary school. Tom Fox was my Sunday 
school teacher, in Junior High and through confirmation.    I was confirmed here in 1973. I 
was married here, my children were baptized, confirmed and 2 of the 3 were also married in 
this church.  Six of my grandchildren have been baptized here.   My grandson was also 
confirmed here.        
  
Tell us what you have enjoyed most about being a part of this church family?  
Dover Church is a very inviting church; people are friendly and very accepting. My God 
given spiritual gift is to be of service, Dover has always given me the opportunity to use my 
gift.    
 
What are some of your church activities?   
I taught Sunday school several years when my children were young, I also acted as the 
Church School Superintendent under the leadership of Betty English. I chaperoned youth 
events such as retreats and teeter-totter marathons.   
 
 

Steward of the Month 
 

Lucy Bufkin 

Most people don’t know anything about the worship committee but it’s a group of 

dedicated, hardworking members who make sure that the worship services are 

meaningful and cohesive.  Lucy Bufkin has been an all star of the group for many 

years.  She always makes sure communion is served in the best possible way, even 

adapting many times during COVID.  With her keen eye for detail, she makes sure the 

church is always decorated beautifully for Christmas and Easter.  Her husband George 

is always alongside and she enlists other family members including, Katie, Tyler and 

Dre Alexander, and Adam Beamer. 

                                                                                                            ~Martha Vivona 



 

 

For the past 14 years I have participated as a member of the 
Worship Committee.  As a member of the Committee, I’ve been 
the recording secretary; I prepare the elements for communion; Pre
-COVID, I prepared usher and greeter schedules; I assist with the 
holiday flower sales and the decorating of the sanctuary for the 
holidays. I also assist with the sanctuary care duties.    
 
I served on the Search Committee that called Reverend Keith Stuart to our pulpit.   
I’ve participated with the mission team by traveling to Mississippi, I’ve done such things as 
painting, scrubbing, and landscaping around the homes we were assigned to work on.    
I’ve participated in kitchen duty (helping to keep the kitchen clean) and with numerous         
coffee hours.  Since 2012 I have planted the Dover UCC planter box located on Hilliard 
Road.    

   
What is your favorite hymn and why?  
I have several favorite hymns one is … Amazing Grace, because I have felt and continue to 
feel God's grace throughout my life.  
   
What brings hope and joy to your world?  
My family, children and grandchildren bring the most hope and joy to my world.   
  
Name something positive that you done to cope during the COVID Pandemic?  
I maintained a positive attitude and stayed connected to family, friends, and colleagues 
through face time, social media, Teams and Zoom meetings. I stayed busy, I worked from 
home every day.   

  
 What life accomplishments are you most proud of?  
My family – I have 3 beautiful children  
Dedicating my life to service   
  
What are some of your interests/hobbies?  
Gardening, yard work, and helping others   
  
What is the best piece of advice a family member 
has given you?  
My parents taught me to love the Lord and always to treat others as I’d wish to be treated. To 
be kind, respectful and work hard.  
  
What is, or was, your chosen career and why?  
I’ve been an Administrative Assistant for Cleveland Clinic for over 28 years.   
I opted to be in the medical industry so I could help others.   
  
Best vacation you ever took and why?  
Every couple of years my children get together for a family vacation. The best vacations are 
the ones we take as a family. So much fun.    
   

  
  

There is no exercise better for the 

heart than reaching down and 

lifting people up.                                    

                                 ~John Holmes 

The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 

service of others.                                 ~Mahatma Gandhi 



 

 

 

Making a Difference 

(Taken from UCC website):  
“In America, the topic of race continues to be difficult to discuss in many social settings. Very 
few Christian churches are leading bold and courageous conversations, engaging in direct 
social activism, and participating in civil disobedience as a way to bring attention to and 
disrupt racist systems and structures.”  
 
We are pleased to be able to offer the two studies coming up in October.  You can reach out 
directly to Barry Stees at steesbassoon@gmail.com to sign up directly.  The earlier they have 
an idea of who is interested, the better they can plan. 
 
We will have tentative signup sheets at the Mission Hub for both.  This will not require anyone 
to come at this point, but it will give us an idea of interest in the two studies.   
The facilitators are looking forward to us participating in courageous conversations to bring 
about social justice within ourselves and to others. 
 
For Barry’s and Jane’s study “Centering God-Decentering Whiteness” $200 (Dover will assist 
with payment if needed – please talk with Keith) there will be an orientation zoom meeting in 
late September (probably a Sunday evening) and then we will all decide by a poll the best 
dates to meet, they will all be monthly 90-minute zoom meetings at 7p. (8 weeks).  If 
adjustments need to be made for a certain month we will work as a group to find a good date. 
And then a breakout meeting within the month with a smaller group for more one-on-one style 
conversations. – that time will be decided by the individual breakout groups.   
 

For Bill’s and Robin’s study “Racial Allyship” there are some changes to the schedule, so we 
will make that announcement when we have the final decision. Hopefully we will get specific 
dates.  It may be changed to shorter three-week sessions with more focused interests.  This 
study will be free. It will start in late October or November.   
                                                                                                                           Gloria Rothhaas 
 

 
 
 

ANTI-RACISM EXPLORERS 
 

“The greatest gift anyone can give to another 
human being is to never make them feel they 
are less of a person that you or anyone 
else…”                     Julia Suzuki                    

mailto:steesbassoon@gmail.com


 

 

The Mission Committee is now the 
 

LAY MINISTRY TEAM 
 
 
 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF DOVER CONGREGATIONAL  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 
In 2019 I received a list of persons doing ministry in the various areas of life aside from those 
involved in the various areas of the church, such as the Mission Committee or other established 
Boards or Committees.  The gifts are varied and taking place all around us. 
 
Your Mission Committee . . .I’d like to change the name to the Lay Ministry Team, which 
would embrace the idea not of a group that says “yes” or “no” to someone or group wanting to 
try a different approach to ministry but a team.  Members of the Mission Committee were not 
counted in the list unless they did ministry separate from the Committee.  At present, Mission 
Committee is composed of three members, two of whom are clergy:  Dr. John Rinehart, me, 
Heather Harris and Martha Vivona who keeps Counsel informed as to our activities.  So, I am 
looking forward to a time when we have at least six members of what I call the Lay Ministry 
Team. 
 
Our tasks are many and encompass local as well as worldwide ministries.  We are to keep the 
congregation informed as to opportunities for service for a very wide spectrum of ministry.  
Offerings for the ministries of the United Church of Christ are but one item.  Persons feeling a 
call to work in the field of world mission or regional ministry in the church and community of 
wider Westlake (i.e. Denison).  Hearing from those in the mission field when on furloughs may 
be invited to tell the stories of work in those worldwide ministries.  Social concerns both local 
and worldwide may be brought to the attention of the church.  Concerns such as current 
governmental and legislative actions and making recommendations for appropriate response. 
 
If this sounds challenging. . .it is!  So, we need voices of and committed persons to join us as 
we labor together and with God’s guidance to address such items to which the Spirit of God 
lead us to address. 
 
Agape 
(I Corinthians 3:13  “And now faith, hope, love abide, thee three; and the greatest of these is 
love.” 
 
Dr. Don Nichols, Chair 
 
 

 
 



 

 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 is World Communion Day.  We will also be taking our “Neighbors In 
Need” collection on that day.  Envelopes for this special collection will be available in the 

pews and in the bulletin. 



 

 

WE ARE THE CHURCH 
Have you signed up yet?  How can you help?  There’s a 
place for you!  Whether you join a committee, sign up to 
help one time, or want to become a bigger part of what is 
going on at Dover!  Check out the lists in the narthex and 
get your puzzle piece up on the board! 

Our Sunday school year kicks off on 
September 11th, and we could use your 
help!  Tell a story, read a book, or just help 
as a doorkeeper.  Do it once. . .and if you 
enjoy it, sign up to do it again!  Lesson 
plans and supplies are all ready for you well 
in advance. 

Parents. . .grandparents. . .siblings of graduates - we would like to have names, addresses and 
email addresses of your children/siblings who have graduated from high school and are now 
in college, in the military, working full-time - whatever course their life has taken.  So often 
we lose touch with these young adults after they leave high school, and Dover just wants to 
let them know that we are thinking about them.  Please call or email the office with their 
contact information. 

STREET MINISTRY 
Our next outing for Street Ministry will be on Sunday, 
September 18.  We are going to St. Herman’s House and 
Norma Herr Women’s Shelter.  We will fill toiletry bags on 
Thursday, September 15 at 7 PM.  We need sandwiches, 
chips, water and cookies to take on Sunday.  We leave 
from church about 10:45 AM and return about 1PM.  If 
you are able to help with any of the above, please email 
Bette English at menglis2@ix.netcom.com or call at 440-
835-5235.   

mailto:menglis2@ix.netcom.com


 

 

     Christian  Education 
 

“Whoever welcomes a little child like this  
in my name welcomes me.”  

                                                                                                                                Matthew 18:5 

Our new Sunday school year is here!    We are kicking off to what I hope to be a fun, faith-filled 
experience for our children and youth, and what better way than with a “Carnival!”  Our church 
picnic is Sunday, September 11th, right after the 10:00 AM worship service.  There will be food, 
games, musical entertainment, a balloon artist. . .and more.  And we will be experiencing a 
“carnival” in Sunday school that day as well!  A carnival during church?!  Come and find out how 
faith-building can be fun!  Children K thru 5th grade are invited to join us each Sunday (except for 
Communion Sunday, the first Sunday of the month, when children attend worship with their 
families) during the 10:00 AM worship service for stories, games, activities. . .and more! 
 
If you have any questions about our program, please email Jane 
Coil at jcoil@doverucc.org; or call the church office--440-871-
1050. 
 
God’s blessings and grace, 
Bette English, Christian Education Committee, Chair 
Jane Coil, Christian Education Director 

 
 
 
 

“Worship” 
 

“If you can’t find 
God, start 

worshipping him 
and he will find 

you.” 
 
                       

 
                                               
 

 
We have two services every Sunday morning, one at 8:15 AM in 
our chapel, which is a more informal service, and the second at 
10:00 AM in the sanctuary, where you will hear a variety of 
music styles from contemporary praise to traditional hymns.  Our 
pastor’s message is sure to inspire.   
 
 
Our 10:00 AM service is also live-streamed--our website has a 
link to the service.  Go to doverucc.org and click on the “Watch 
Now” button.  Recorded services will be available on our web 
page, doverucc.org, under the ‘Sermons” tab on Monday 
mornings. 
 
 
Our Minister of Justice, the Rev. Dr. John Rinehart, shares his 
thoughts on justice, diversity and equality every Wednesday 
morning at 10:00 AM live on Facebook, or you may watch the 
recording at a later date. 

 

Join Us For Worship 



 

          “Reading is to the mind what  
                 exercise is to the body.”  
                                                   Joseph addison               

This Is How It Always Is 
by Laurie Frankel 

Monday, September 26, 6:45 PM 
Kathleen Tuthill’s house 

 
““This is Claude. He’s five years old, the 
youngest of five brothers, and loves peanut 
butter sandwiches. He also loves wearing a 
dress, and dreams of being a princess.   
When he grows up, Claude says, he wants to be 
a girl.  Rosie and Penn want 
Claude to be whoever Claude 
wants to be. They’re just not sure 
they’re ready to share that with 
the world. Soon the entire family 
is keeping Claude’s secret. Until 
one day it explodes.”  
 

 

 

The Lincoln Highway 
by Amor Towles 

Monday, September 12, 1:30 PM 
Parlor 

 
“In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett 
Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the 
warden of the juvenile work farm where he has 
just served fifteen months for involuntary 
manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father 
recently deceased, and the family 
farm foreclosed upon by the 
bank, Emmett's intention is to 
pick up his eight-year-old 
brother, Billy, and head to 
California where they can start 
their lives anew.”   

Monday Afternoon Book Group Evening Book Group 

“CHECK OUT” THESE NEW BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY 

 
“The Boy Who Saved Cleveland” by James Cross Giblin 
 
“In 1798, Cleveland, Ohio, which was made up of just three log cabins and 
few acres of cornfield in the middle of a forest, was in danger of being 
wiped out by a malaria epidemic.  Based on fact, this book tells the 
remarkable story of Seth Doan, a young boy whose heroic efforts kept his 
family and neighbors alive and ultimately put the city of Cleveland on the 
map.” 
 
 

 
 
“A Way Out of No Way:  A Memoir of Truth, Transformation, and the 
New American Story” by Raphael G. Warnock 
 
“Senator Reverend Raphael G. Warnock occupies a singular place in 
American life. As senior pastor of Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church, and 
now as a senator from Georgia, he is the rare voice who can call out the 
uncomfortable truths that shape contemporary American life and, at a time 
of division, summon us all to a higher moral ground.” 
 



 

 

                                     For Your Information 

 
The generosity of our congregation has continued 
throughout this time of uncertainty, unsure of 
when we will be able to gather again.   Please 
continue to remember to mail in your pledge to 
the church office.  If you are sending a check to 
be directed to another ministry, please indicate 
on the “Memo” section of the check,  
e.g. Denison food pantry, Calling & Caring, 
etc. 
 

 
 
Our new website is here!   DOVERUCC.ORG   With a new, easier link for 
making online donations--one-time, recurring or to special funds, you can 
make online donations--a one-time donation or recurring donations; you can 
designate how you want your donation directed--General Fund (pledge 
donations), special fund (Calling & Caring, Music, etc.).  You can even make 

a notation in the “Note” field if you are leaving a memorial--who the donation is in memory of.  OR -- you 
can install our new app from the link below onto your mobile device, and have the same capability.  Call 
the church office if you would like Jane Coil to send it to you. 
 

                                                https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc 

Hospital/Home Visits 
 
Please notify the church office at 440-871-1050 if you are admitted to the hospital 
so a phone call from  Rev. Keith or parish nurse Julie can be arranged.  In many 
cases, we are not allowed person to person visits at this time. 
 
When you are recovering, Rev. Keith and Julie are available to give you a call, just 
call the church office to let them know you desire a call. 
 
We are not notified by hospitals of admissions.  

Please notify the church office if you have a change of address, telephone 
number(s) or a new email address. 
 
A church directory is emailed quarterly to congregation members, and we 
would like to have the correct information for you! 

https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc


 

 

 
Please call the office, or email doverucc@doverucc.org with any 
suggestions you have for information to be shared in the Dover Voices 
monthly.  If there is anything you would like added, please let the 
church office know! 
 
If you have an article(s) you would like published, submit by the deadline 
published in each monthly edition; please keep your articles to 150 words 
or less and include information about your group’s activities and events.  
Pictures are welcome and encouraged! 
 
The deadline for submissions for the October edition is:  

                                           

                                               Friday, September 16 .   
 
 

Have a concern or question for Church 
Council?   

 
Meet your Church Council Members. 

 
Moderator - Sharon Nichols 

Vice Moderator - Molly Burnett 
Clerk - Sharron Wilkins 

Treasurer - Pam Compton 
 

Members at Large: 
Don Armour, Ken Delfing, Joe Healey,  

Adam Jakubiak, Ruth Kroll, Maria Velez,  
Georgann Yonkers 

  
 

Ex-oficio Members: 
Keith Stuart, John Rinehart 
Martha Vivona, Jane Coil 

                                          More Information 



 

 

Rev. Keith Stuart .......................................... Pastor 

Rev. Scott Patterson ...................... Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart .............. Minister of Justice 

Craig Reynolds ............................... Music Director 

Jan Jones ................................................... Organist 

Vicki Thompson ........................................ Organist 

Gail Schuenemann .................. Financial Secretary 

Julie Kiefer, R. N.  ............................. Parish Nurse 

Serving the Church 

Sharon Nichols ......................... Council Moderator 

Molly Burnet ....................Council Vice Moderator 

Sharron Wilkins ............................... Council Clerk 

Pam Compton ............................ Council Treasurer 

Martha Vivona ..................................... Lay Leader 

Jane Coil .......... CE Director/Office Administrator 

Amanda & Jeff Hughes................. Youth Advisors 

Katie Alexander and 

Georgann Yonkers ............ Assist. Youth Advisors 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Open and Affirming Statement 
 

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation.  We affirm 
that God’s grace is available to all.  We welcome people of all ages, genders, races, views, abilities, 
sexual orientations, expressions and identities, ethnic, educational and economic backgrounds into the 
full life and ministry of our church.  We declare this in the name of God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, 
welcomed all people into God’s circle of grace. 

Come to me, all you who area weary and burdened 

~ Prayer Requests---Please pray for God to be with these individuals, and for them to 
feel God’s presence in the midst of their concerns: 

 

 
Marge Albrecht, Family of Jan Baumgartner (friend of Larry & Jane Coil), Art Beel, Marie Black, John 
Brickley, Colleen Chittick, Mark Chomoa (Rae-Rita Chomoa’s son), Barb & Bob Cochrane, Aida Colon, 
David Edsall, Family of Tim Fife (Karl & Donna Fife’s son), Karl Fife, Tom Fox, Rob & Jennifer Gaskins 
(friends of Bonnie & Parker Reynolds), Mary Lou Gerdel, Paul Horning, Kayla (Gary & Sandy Burkey’s 
niece), Walter & Angie Kalix, Judy Kaylor (Kim Delfing’s mother), Nanci Keller (Amy Keller’s mother-in-
law), Kathy King, Dave & Bobbi Knoepp, Jim & Kaye Mesaros, Cathy Montgomery, Donna Terepka, Robin 
Thomas, Michael (David Wakelee’s mother’s husband), Sharon Weaver, Theresa Zupancic (Georgann 
Yonkers’ sister).   

Matthew 11:28 

2239 Dover Center Road 
Westlake, OH  44145 

440-871-1050 
doverucc.org 


