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Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 
18101 Fir-Island Rd, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 

www.firconwaylutheran.org  
 
 
 

A Congregation of the ELCA 
 

 
 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
09/04/2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A few notes of welcome… 
Presider: Pastor Kristi Lambing 
Lector: Kelly Leifer 
Accompanist: Judy Bekker 
Communion Assistant: Nancy Beath 
Communion Set up: Carolyn Conner 
Bread: Andrea Nipges 
Ushers: Trevor and Andrea 
Coffee Hour: McKnight’s and Andersons 
All are invited to receive Christ in the bread and wine of 
communion. 
We are so thankful that you are able to join us today! 
 

The    indicates when to stand, as you are able.  
To follow along with the readings and responses, the bold 
lettering is when the assembly participates. 

http://www.firconwaylutheran.org/
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Welcome   

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of mercy and forgiveness,  
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation.  We have failed to do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with you.  Turn us in a new direction.  Show us 
the path that leads to life.  Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved of God: 
Your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made 
whole. God points the ways to new life in 
Christ, who meets us on the road.  Journey 
now in God’s abiding love through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn- ELW# 880 “O God beyond all praising” all verses 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Holy Spirit, work with us to subvert systems of harm in which we are 
complicit. Pour your strength over those striking, organizing, and 
demanding dignity for all beings and land. Undo within us the lie that our 
worth has to do with our productivity, and instead remind us of our non-
negotiable belovedness. 
Amen 
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Word 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy 
  15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am 
commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, 
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall 
live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land 
that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do 
not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I 
declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and 
earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 
live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for 
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 
that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 
Word of God, word of life 
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 1 
     1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 
season, with leaves that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
 
Second Reading: Philemon 1-21 
A reading from Philemon 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to 
Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I 
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hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I 
pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive 
all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and 
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 
refreshed through you, my brother. 
 8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, 
do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am 
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during 
my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back 
to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me 
in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be 
voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was 
separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back 
forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 
 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to 
my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say 
nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me 
have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 
Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I say. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
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Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Christ 
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to 
them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 
disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 
it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against 
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 
Word of God, Word of life  
Thanks be to God 
 
Time with Children 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day ELW# 660 “Lift High the Cross” verses 1,2, & 4 
 
Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our 
faith. 
We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, 
so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s good creation. 
 
A brief silence. 

For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and 
forests, for all that will yield fruit this season, and for streams and 
other bodies of water. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our 
towns, states, and country, and for international organizations. 
Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens who make 
decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with 
homelessness or food insecurity, for those whose family life is 
difficult, and for all in this community who need your care, we lift up 
Family Promise, Friendship house, and other organizations 
supporting those in need. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, 
and ended in you—that they glorify your holy name. Bless your 
people with the strength to live into their many vocations for the 
sake of the world. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
What else do we pray for today? 
 
We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors 
(especially Peter Claver, priest and missionary). Give us faith, like 
them, to love you with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to 
everlasting life. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, 
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you 
 
 



7 | P a g e  
 

Offering (The offering plates will be passed at this time, you can also give on-line at 
www.firconwaylutheran.org/page/give ) We are grateful you can join us today!     

      
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
Imaginative minds and expansive hearts—this is our prayer, oh God, that 
we may be bold enough to use our collected resources to co-create a Kin-
dom of compassion. May our labor be shared equitably among us and may 
its motivation be the thriving of all beings.  
Amen 
 

Meal 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:---- 

  

http://www.firconwaylutheran.org/page/give
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Words of Institution 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is your majesty of your glory.  
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life.  We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill 
for us your holy will and to accomplish all this for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
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God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing 
and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all 
your saints.   
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever.  
Amen 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

 Invitation to Communion 
 
Communion- We will be serving musicians, ushers. and communion assistants 
first.  The ushers will then direct you forward.  If you are unable to come 
forward and you like to receive communion, please indicate to the ushers.  
 
Communion Hymns-ELW #838 & 752 
 
 

Blessing after Communion 
The body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  Amen 
 

Prayer after Communion 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sending 
 
Announcements 
You are invited to join us for coffee hour directly after church! 
 
Instant Church Directory is live! Please let Pastor Kristi know if you have 
not received an email yet with instructions how to login.  The printed 
version will be coming out end of October.  
 
 9/11 Sunday School kick-off and Church Wide BBQ, Sunday school at 9:15 
am and the BBQ will be at noon.  It will be a Lowell and Bev Jonsons. 
 
9/18 New Member Sunday, if you haven’t already, or to confirm you 
would like to become a new member, please contact Pastor Kristi. 
 
9/25 Stewardship training, all who are currently serving as stewards on 
Sunday, and those interested.  Directly after church. 
 
Check out our website at www.firconwaylutheran.org for upcoming 
events, and recorded sermons. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
 
Blessing 
The God of peace, Father, 
☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 
you, comfort you, and show 
you the path of life this day 
and always. 
Amen 
 
Sending Song ELW# 661 “I love to tell the story” all verses  
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

  

http://www.firconwaylutheran.org/
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Stewardship Schedule 
 
September 4th 
Acolyte – Zealand Nipges 
Communion Assistant –   Nancy Beath 
Communion set up –Carolyn Conner 
Bread – Andrea Nipges 
Lector – Kelly Leifer 
Ushers – Nipges Family   
Offering Counters – Scott McKnight & Carolyn Conner 
Coffee Hour – McKnights, Andersons  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Update: 
GoFundMe is live, you can find the link on the website or by 
going to https://www.gofundme.com/f/historical-church-
sanctuary-restoration  

 
Looking Forward: 
Sept 7th Open house for our Preschool 
Sept 11th Sunday School kickoff rally day starting at 9:15 a.m. 
Sept 14th First Day of Preschool at 9 a.m. & Church Council at 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Sept 25th Stewardship training after church 
 
Oct 22nd Fall Bazaar 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
 
Nov 5th  Harvest Dinner goes towards purchasing turkeys for 
Conway School families who can’t afford Thanksgiving meals. 
 
Dec 3rd Fritchel Dinner -think of auction items to bring, the 
proceeds are split between Oasis Teen Shelter and the 
Foodbank.  
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/historical-church-sanctuary-restoration
https://www.gofundme.com/f/historical-church-sanctuary-restoration
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September 11-Celebration Sunday!  Wear your tie-dye 
Acolyte – Dylan Bryan 
Crucifer – Jacob Rohloff  
Communion Assistant – Diane Olsen    
Communion set up – Kelly McKnight 
Bread – Carolyn Conner 
Lector – Diane Olsen   
Ushers – Eric Anderson, Scott McKnight  
Offering Counters – Dan Rohloff, Scott McKnight  
Coffee Hour – No Coffee Hour / Church Barbeque at the Jonson’s 
Friendship House – Cook/Matt Mathison & helper, Serve/confirmands & 
Parents 
 
September 18th-New Member Sunday 
Acolyte – Dregan Korlever  
Crucifer – Brett Hanseth 
Communion Assistant –   Karen Hanseth  
Communion set up – Renee Bowzer 
Bread – Renee Bowzer 
Lector – Harvey Wolden    
Ushers – Matt Mathison & Wendy Bertleson   
Offering Counters – Rick Bowzer, Dave Reep   
Coffee Hour – New Member Sunday, Council / Cake 
 
September 25th  

Acolyte – Ivar Conner 
Communion Assistant – John Townsend 
Communion Set up – Jane Anderson 
Bread – Jane Anderson 
Lector – Kelly McKnight 
Ushers – Rick & Renee Bowzer 
Offering Counters – Renee Bowzer, Kelly McKnight 
Coffee Hour – Wolden, Reep, Hutchens 
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