
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creation Season  
Listen to the Voice of Creation  
 

September 11, 2022  
10 am Creative Expressions Service  
 
 

Priest: The Reverend Sharon Smith  
Interim Musician: Rob Gloor  
Administration: Natasha Stegemann  
Wardens: Robb Watt, Linda Robertson, Chris Wensley  
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St. Catherine’s Mission, Vision and Values 
 

St. Catherine's Anglican Church, near the heart of Edgemont 
Village in North Vancouver on the ancestral lands of the 

Coast Salish peoples, including the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 
(Squamish) and səlil̓ilw̓ətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations, is a 

contemporary community of Christian seekers.  
 

We welcome you to join us in the journey. We provide a 
place of spiritual growth through Christ and we respond with 
gratitude for God's abundance in our lives through service to 

our brothers and sisters in the world. 
 

Our Vision is to: 
 

• Be an inclusive and thriving community of faith for all 
generations 

• Continually invite others to join us in our journey of 
faith and Christian discipleship 

• Honour the strengthening of relationships and 
development of community, both within our walls and 
outside them 

• Minister to those in need in Christ's name 
 

Our Values: 
 

St Catherine’s is a community that aspires to be:  
 

Welcoming, Inclusive, Curious, Creative,  
Sustainable, Caring and Humble 

 
Bulletin and Livestream image:  Stereographs; 
Photographic prints 1850-1920 (approximate) 

Creative commons 
 

*All songs not in the hymnal are licensed with: 
CCLI License # 2890999, and A-711268 Onelicense.net 
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A Fresh Expression is a form of church for our changing culture, 

this liturgy is co-created by members of our community to 
incorporate contemporary Anglican Spirituality into worship. 

 

GATHERING  
 

Blessing of Children 
Welcome & Intention: Rev Sharon Smith   
 

Presider:  Let us take a moment of stillness and 
remember why we are here.  

 
 

  We acknowledge with respect that we worship  
  on the traditional and unceded territories of  
  the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlil̓ilw̓ətaʔɬ 
  (Tsleil-Waututh) nations.  
 

  Let us pray that we may live more deeply  
  into the calls to action from Canada’s Truth  
  and Reconciliation Commission.  

 

All:  May the living Christ lead us all on 
pathways of reconciliation and peace.  

 
The Altar and votive candles are lit for the service.  
 
Presider:  We light this candle in the name of Creator,  
  We light this candle in the name of Christ.  
  We light this Candle in the name of the Spirit. 
All:   Amen  
 

 
SAINT CATHERINE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Anglican Church of Canada - Diocese of New Westminster 
Situated on the unceded traditional Coast Salish territory 
of the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlil̓ilw̓ətaʔɬ (Tsleil-

Waututh) First Nations 
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Gathering Song:    
Here in this Place New Light is Streaming  
 

Here in this place new light is streaming,  
now is the darkness vanished away,  
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in – the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in – the blind and the lame;  
call to us now, and we shall awaken,  
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young – our lives are a mystery,  
we are the old who yearn for your face,  
we have been sung throughout all of history,  
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in – the rich and the haughty,  
gather us in – the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  
give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

Here we will take the wine and the water,  
here we will take the bread of new birth,  
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light years away,  
but here in this place the new light is shining,  
now is the Kingdom, now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us for ever,  
gather us in and make us your own;  
gather us in – all peoples together,  
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
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Prayer of the Day: 
(Abby of the Arts)  
  

Presider:  We give thanks this day for the witness of the  
  Earth and her creatures,  
All:   for how to live fully into who we were  
  created to be.  
   

Presider:  Lead us ponder the ways that 
  we are lost and found, 
All:   where we have refused our sacred   
  calling, and where we embraced it.  
 

Presider:  Give us strength Creator God,  
All:   to live fully  in your love. Amen.  
 
Opening Poem:  Sleeping in the Forest  
   by Mary Oliver 
 

I thought the earth 
remembered me, she 
took me back so tenderly, arranging 
her dark skirts, her pockets 
full of lichens and seeds. I slept 
as never before, a stone 
on the riverbed, nothing 
between me and the white fire of the stars 
but my thoughts, and they floated 
light as moths among the branches 
of the perfect trees. All night 
I heard the small kingdoms breathing 
around me, the insects, and the birds 
who do their work in the darkness. All night 
I rose and fell, as if in water, grappling 
with a luminous doom. By morning 
I had vanished at least a dozen times 
into something better.  
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Song of Preparation:  
Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works  
 

Many and great, O God, are your works, 
maker of earth and sky. 
Your hands have set the heavens with stars;  
your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
Lo, at your word the waters were formed;  
deep seas obey your voice. 
 
Grant unto us communion with you,  
O star-abiding One. 
Come unto us and dwell with us;  
with you are found the gifts of life. 
Bless us with life that has no end,  
eternal life with you. 
 

Hearing the Story  
 
We enter into the practice of attentive listening to parables 
about being lost, using the practice of Ignatian Imagination. 
We meet God through story with all our senses and 
imagination. We hear the gospel four times. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1-10 
 
Let the Spirit guide you.  
 
In the stillness we ponder:  
 

• I wonder what you have lost?  
• I wonder when you have felt lost?  
• I wonder what values our culture has lost?  
• I wonder where we should look  

to find what we have lost?  
 
The singing bowl ends this time of contemplation.  
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Prayer 
 
Prayers of Concern: (From Abby of the Arts)  
 

Leader:  We offer prayers now for all  
  that is on our hearts. 
 

  (pause)  
 

  The tiny droplet of water cradled in the crease  
  of the leaf dances in the morning sun.  How  
  pure and delicate it is, so full of your glory.   
  Shimmering Presence, draw our attention to  
  these tiny evangelists all around – Fairy   
  Foxglove, ladybird, butterfly cocoon; and open  
  our hearts as we contemplate their wisdom.   
  Enlarge our compassion to gently hold the  
  most vulnerable of earth’s  inhabitants in  
  justice and love. 
 

Response:  O God of Earth,  
  we turn to you in  troubles. 
 

  (pause)  
 

Leader:  The vast ocean teems with life: tiny, darting  
  minnows, impressive crashing whales.   
  Yet our hearts cry out, shocked by images of  
  dolphin snouts trapped in plastic rings and  
  sharks caught in discarded fishing nets.   
  Hear our anguished lament, O God.   
  Replace our selfishness with a commitment to  
  recycle and reduce our use of plastic.   
  Then may our oceans and her creatures  
  thrive once more. 
 

Response:  O God of Earth,  
  we turn to you in  troubles. 
 

  (pause)  
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Leader:  The herb garden’s scents delight our nostrils as 
  we gaze in awe at nature’s medicine cabinet.   
  We give thanks for the ancient ones who have  
  taught us about each plant’s properties.   
  Encircle those whose wounded bodies and  
  souls long for herb’s healing balm.   
  Tender God, in this broken and hurting world,  
  may your greening power renew  
  and restore all life. 
 

Response:  O God of Earth,  
  we turn to you in  troubles. 
 

  (pause)  
 

Leader:  Please add the prayers you are  
  longing to express.  
 

  Following a pause, the leader adds prayers. 
 

Response:  O God of Earth,  
  we turn to you in  troubles. Amen. 
 

Presider:  We remember on this day, September 11th, 
  how the human gift of creating, 
  can turn to destruction.  
  We lay down these stones, to form a Cairn,  
  an ancient symbol of remembrance.  
 
All are invited to bring a stone forward to build a Cairn  
 
Kyrie Eleison (Lord Have Mercy) 
 

Leader -  Lord Have Mercy 
All -   Lord Have Mercy 
 

Leader -  Christ Have Mercy 
All -   Christ Have Mercy 
 

Leader -  Lord Have Mercy 
All -   Lord Have Mercy 
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Presider:  We offer you this confession, 
All:   Forgive in us what has gone wrong, 
  Repair in us what is wasted, 
  Reveal in us what is good,  
  Amen.  
 
Passing the Peace:  
 

Presider:  May the peace of God – Creator, Christ and 
Holy Spirit be always with you,  

  and those you love.  
People:  And also with you.  
 
The community are invited to gesture to one another a sign 
of peace, respecting social distancing.  
 

Communion 
 
As we sing this song, you are invited to gather around the 
Table of Friendship. For we are lost and are being found.  
 
Table Song: As We Gather at Your Table  
 

As we gather at your table,  
as we listen to your word,  
help us know, O God, your presence;  
let our hearts and minds be stirred.  
Nourish us with sacred story  
till we claim it as our own;  
teach us through this holy banquet  
how to make Love’s victory known.  
 

Turn our worship into witness  
in the sacrament of life;  
send us forth to love and serve you,  
bringing peace where there is strife.  
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Give us, Christ, your great compassion 
to forgive as your forgave;  
may we still behold your image 
in the world you died to save. 
 
Gracious Spirit, help us summon  
other guests to share that feast 
where triumphant Love will welcome  
those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us,  
nor will pride our peace destroy,  
as we join with saints and angels  
to repeat the sounding joy.  
 
The Story of the Table: Rev. Sharon 
 
Communion:  
 

All people are welcome to receive Communion of one kind 
(Wafers/Bread), or Communion of both kinds.  
 
Gluten free wafer are available upon request. 
Please sanitize your hands before receiving.  
 

While the communion is being administered, we respectfully 
ask that you keep the silence.  
 
Candle lighting is welcomed during communion.  
 
Communion Music:  Instrumental 
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On the Way 
 

 
Community Announcements 
 
A Franciscan Blessing:  
Presider:  May God bless you with discomfort at easy  
  answers, half-truths, and superficial   
  relationships, so that you  
  may live deep within your heart. 
 
People:  May God bless you with anger at   
  injustice, oppression and  
  exploitation of people,  
  so that you may work for justice,  
  freedom and peace. 
 
Presider:  May God bless you with tears  
  to shed for those who suffer from pain,   
  rejection, starvation, and war,  
  so that you may reach out your hand  
  to comfort them and turn their pain to joy. 
 
People:  And may God bless you with enough  
  foolishness to believe that  
  you can make a difference in this world,  
  so that you can do what others  
  claim cannot be done. Amen. 
 
Sending out Song: It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker 
 
 
 

It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
the thrush sings high in the tree. 
It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
the gray whale sings in the sea, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
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It’s a call of life to the Giver, 
when waves and waterfalls roar. 
It’s a call of life to the Giver when high tides 
break on the shore, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too 
 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; 
the bumblebees hum along. 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; 
the summer breeze joins the song, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
It’s the chorus of all creation; 
it’s sung by all living things. 
It’s the chorus of all creation; 
a song the universe sings, 
And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
 
Parting Words:  
 
Presider:  Go be makers of peace, for we are lost ones  
  being found. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
Postlude.  
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Thank you for ministering this morning: 
 
Music:  Rob Gloor, and Singers 
Eucharistic  
Ministers:   Lori Burns, Ethan Spence 
Coffee Group:  Penny Zuk, Alison Watt and Gillian 

Holland  
Greeters:  Lori Burns and Bob Paxton  
Altar Guild:  Vivian McGie  
Readers:  Vivian McGie, Sharon Fedorak,  
 Deborah Foster and John Luccock      
Intercessor:  Peter Mercer 
Livestream:   Chris Wensley  
Sound:   Cody Spence  
 

 
CREATION SEASON 2022 

 
 
September 11th: Fresh Expressions Liturgy - Gym 
 
September 18th: Book of Alternative Services Liturgy - Gym 
 
September 25th: Fresh Expressions Liturgy - Gym 
 
October 2nd:      Outdoor Service with Animal Blessing 
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Blessing of Backpacks 
By Wendy Claire Barrie 
 
God of Wisdom, we give you 
thanks for schools and 
classrooms and for the 
teachers and students who 
fill them each day.  
 
We thank you for this new 
beginning, for new books 
and new ideas.  
We thank you for 
sharpened pencils, pointy 
crayons, and crisp blank 
pages waiting to be filled.  
We thank you for the gift 
of making mistakes and 
trying again. Help us to 
remember that asking the right questions is often as 
important as giving the right answers. Today we give you 
thanks for these your children, and we ask you to bless 
them with curiosity, understanding and respect. May their 
backpacks be a sign to them that they have everything they 
need to learn and grow this year in school and in Sunday 
School. May they be guided by your love.  
 
All this we ask in the name of Jesus, who as a child in the 
temple showed his longing to learn about you, and as an 
adult taught by story and example your great love for us. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


