
Luke 14: 25 -33 

Trinity St. James, Bayfield  September 4, 2022 

 

I am not sure how many of you here remember my dad. He sometimes 

had the most mixed-up way of saying some things, on purpose by the 

way. His favourite was to ask a waitress for scutterbotch and see if she 

knew what he meant. Jesus had the same tendency, talking in a way 

that made you stop to think of what he is saying.  

Today’s gospel is jarring in that way. “Whoever comes to me and does 

not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 

yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.” …… So, this man who 

preaches “Love your neighbour” is telling me to hate my family and my 

life?   A few weeks ago, our reading had a passage that also did not add 

to the message of love. Luke 12; 51-53 “Do you think that I have come 

to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From 

now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and 

two against three: they will be divided; father against son and son 

against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” When I was choosing a topic 

that week I thought “nope, I don’t get what he is saying there so I am 



not going to talk about that.” This week however I am intrigued by the 

statements made and wanted to have a look at that.  

The Gospel opened today, by telling us that a large crowd was travelling 

with Jesus.  That reminds me of those on social media following an 

“influencer” that love the big numbers and do whatever it takes to get 

people to follow them. The bigger the challenge, more outlandish the 

video the better. Jesus is not looking for quantity, he wants quality. He 

sees the crowd as people who are curious and maybe find it the cool 

thing to do. How many of those would defend Jesus when he is mocked 

or made fun of. How about when the leaders contradict what he says. 

Good Friday showed how fast many of those followers switched sides. 

He is letting everyone know that loving him is first. What he represents 

is love of God, and peace.  

I watched N.C.I.S. for many years and the once main character, Gibs 

whenever he talked to a Marine would say Semper Fidelis. I found out 

that means Always Faithful. That statement is saying they are 

absolutely loyal to their commander and the Commander-in-Chief, the 

president of the United States. That would be an appropriate motto for 

Christ followers. He is asking, no telling us, that to be his disciple we 

hold our loyalty to him first.  



I go through Mom and Dad’s Our Daily Bread booklets as a resource to 

prepare for some of these homilies, and in one I read about William 

Carey. He felt that God wanted him to go to India as a missionary and at 

first his wife did not wish for him to go but understanding this was 

important to him, she helped him plan so she and the children could 

support him. However, his father thought he had gone “Mad” with his 

plan, and he did all he could to discourage him from going. William 

Carey could not put his father’s feelings first and him pleasing God 

strained the relationship with his father. That does not mean he hated 

his father, but his love of God came first.  

Tough choices need to be made, and hard lines need to be drawn to 

follow Christ as his disciple. Jesus does not wish for us to hate our 

family and friends. But, as in any plans that you need to make, you 

need to estimate the cost first as you proceeded. How much will it cost 

you to follow Christ? Are you willing to turn against those people you 

love?  

Jesus is often challenging us and we do often need to take his words 

and think about what he is saying, not always take his words at face 

value. Kinda like Dad, who had a waitress that sent him a container of 

Butterscotch pudding with the word’s “Jim’s Scutterboch” on the top 



when he was in the hospital.  Dad’s other favourite trip up was when he 

would offer someone Goober peas. I will leave you with that to ponder.  


