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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 24  September 11, 2022 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not 
only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying 
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.” Thanks be to God 

* Please Stand 

 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  ELW 807 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, overflowing with mercy and 
compassion, 

All:  you welcome back all those who go astray. Preserve 
your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things 
that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.   

All: Amen. 

  

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain 
advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who 
once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may 
become witnesses to the grace of God. 

 

Assisting Minister: 
 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 
in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very 
reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the 
utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for 
eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  

Assisting Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

  



6 

Assistant Minister: 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
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 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
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Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found 
and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so 
precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 
lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 
6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, 
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.” 
  

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  

 There's a Wideness in God's Mercy  ELW 588 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.*  

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

Assisting Minister: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one 
bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s good creation.…. 

 God of grace 
All: hear our prayer. 

… 

Pastor: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy 
Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All: Amen. 
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Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

  

We worship God with our tithes and offerings.  Offerings may be given in the plate as 
you enter or leave worship, through automatic bank transfers, or by using the online 
giving option found on our website. www.sttim.org 

  

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 

the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Assisting Minister to uncover communion 
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The congregation may be seated 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

  

  Look Who Gathers at Christ's Table  ACS 977v 1 and 4 
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 The King of Love My Shepherd Is   

  ELW 502 v 1, 2, 5, 6 

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

  

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak  ELW 676 

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Refreshments will be served after the 
service in the lounge. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires 

Altar Care: The Stone Family  

Assistant Minister: Volunteer Opportunity 

Cantor(s): Jon Gerdes 

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Volunteer Opportunity 

Refreshments:  Judy Olson  

 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires, Debby Love-Suddeth 

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Cantor(s): Adrian Johannsen 

Sound:  Jim Helgason 

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments: Volunteer Opportunity 
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September 11, 2022 

LECTIONARY 24 

Peripheral Vision 

“Look straight forward and raise your hand on the side where you see the blinking light 
in the corner of your eye.” Maybe you have taken a peripheral-vision test at an optome-
trist’s office or at a DMV while renewing your driver’s license. Peripheral vision, like 
peripheral hearing and other sensory parallels, is the ability to perceive things that occur 
outside the center of one’s focus. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus tells a story about a shepherd who seems to have good peripher-
al senses. He loses one sheep out of a hundred and immediately notices and sets off to 
look for it. This story may be so familiar that it is easy to take his actions for granted. 
But should we? It seems that many people looking at such a large group of nearly identi-
cal animals would have a difficult time noticing the disappearance of just one. 

Yet this is precisely what Jesus does throughout his ministry. He is always noticing peo-
ple on the margins of society whom others don’t see—whether because of disease, pro-
fession, gender, economic status, or past wrongs. Again and again he is criticized by 
other religious leaders for moving beyond the people they are focused on and toward 
others they see as peripheral. As Jesus’ followers, we are called to let him shift our at-
tention to people who need the love and attention of God—even when it takes us beyond 
the comfort of our normal focus. 

Today, as you gather to worship, ask yourself: Who is missing from the picture? Who is 
at the periphery of your assembly? Who is Jesus inviting to this table? In your church, in 
your community, in your neighborhood, or in your work, who does Jesus see that you 
have missed, and what would it look like to seek after them? 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407 

Tuesday, September 13, 2022 

John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the 
nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of 
the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the em-
press. 

Holy Cross Day 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 

Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what 
may be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the 
dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord's victory on the 
cross. 

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 

Friday, September 16, 2022 

Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted 
on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical 
care during a severe epidemic. 

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 

A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and re-
proved kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, 
theology, and natural history. She was also a musician and artist. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Laura Snyder, daughter-in-law of Lucille Snyder Pires, who has had a stroke. 

The family and friends of Tom Barber. 
Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, our leaders and 
the leaders throughout the world. 

Delores Heyl  

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 
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• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or given online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

This Week 

Sunday, 9/11 Worship 10:00 am 

 Adult Education 11:15 am 

Wednesday, 9/21 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 9/18 Worship 10:00 am 

 Adult Education 11:15 am 

Wednesday, 9/21 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

pastorsandi@sttim.org 

Office Hours: Sunday afternoon, Mondays, and Thursdays 

Available by phone Monday through Thursday,9-6 and and anytime for emergencies:  

831-262-6222 


