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Pastoral Candidate Survey 
 

1. Briefly tell the story of your conversion and baptismal experience. 

 

I was raised in a Christian family and lived in India for 12 years. When I was around 3-4 years old, I was deeply 

moved by the story of what Christ did on the cross for us. It kept going through my head and then one day I felt 

drawn to follow him and give my life to him. I was around the age of 4. When I was 5, I wanted to be baptized, 

but at my church in India they only baptize people who are over 18. I talked with the pastor for over 2 years 

until he finally decided I was ready to be baptized and I was serious and knew what it meant. I was baptized at 

the age of 7. 

 

2. Briefly tell the story of your call to ministry. 

 

Growing up I loved the Lord, but I did not want to do full-time ministry or be a pastor. I had a really difficult 

time in India and I wanted to live a more comfortable life. I would pray that God would take me back to 

America. It wasn’t until I left India that I realized all that God had been able to use me for in India to reach 

people and how he had shaped me to excel in ministry. When we moved back in the 8th grade I joined the 

worship band at my school, Life Christian, and I developed a passion for serving the Lord through worship and 

music. I started to get more involved in youth group and service projects and eventually short term missions. By 

doing short term trips I developed my skills in ministry and became more aware of ways that I could use them 

to serve the Lord. When my family moved to Beirut, Lebanon in 11th grade I was against it at first but 

eventually gave in to what God had called my family to do. In my time there I continued short term missions to 

Klemtu, British Columbia, which is where I did short term trips for 5 summers. I decided to commit my life to 

God through full time vocational ministry. God has given me so many experiences and ways that I can relate to 

people across all walks of life. Combined with all he has done for me, there is nothing I would rather do in life 

than serve him.  

 

3. Briefly describe the gospel as you understand it? 

 

God created mankind to be in relationship with him, but because of our sin we are where separated from him. 

The punishment for our sin is death but God sent his son to die in our place so that we can have a restored 

relationship with him. There is nothing that we could have done to restore that relationship but God made a way 

for us and all we have to do is accept what Jesus has done for us in his death and resurrection and follow him 

turning from our old ways. 

 

 

4. Who has had the greatest impact in your relationship with God and why? 

 

There has been so many people that have greatly impacted my relationship with God but if I had to narrow it 

down it would be two of my mentors, Andrew Matteson and Scot Kernan. Both of them were leaders for my 

trips to Klemtu in British Columbia and they focused on discipling me and encouraging me to grow in my faith. 

They also gave me responsibility and trusted me in ways no one had done before. They pointed me to Christ 

with all that they did and It was always clear that everything they did was to honor God. They showed me what 

it meant to serve God with everything they had.  

 

 

5. Comment briefly on your personal prayer and devotional life? 

 

I would say that my prayer life is one of my strongest areas. I go to God with everything that goes on in my day 

and at all times of the day. I know that there is nothing I can do apart from him and I want all I do to glorify 
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him. When it comes to devotional life it consists mainly of reading and studying the Word for my classes in 

seminary. I devote my time spent learning about God and his word in those classes to him. I also have 

devotional times when I am preparing to preach or teach lessons to give time for the Spirit to work and speak 

through me. 

 

6. What experience do you have in selecting, recruiting, and training volunteers for church ministries? 

 

I love to recruit and encourage people to volunteer in ministry. My people skills and ability to connect with 

others helps bring in volunteers and get them involved in things that they care and are passionate about. Most of 

the training I have done for volunteers is for middle school and high school volunteers but I have assisted in 

training of volunteers and had lots of training as a volunteer. I have also done training for short term missions 

and cross cultural connections. 

 

 

7. Community involvement and outreach is a core value at Salt Creek.  How would you go about getting 

involved in the community and then encouraging families of Salt Creek to do so as well? 

 

Community involvement and outreach are one of my passions for ministry especially when it involves families 

and serving as a community. I would first get to know the families and the community better to see the needs 

and what people are passionate about. Then I would organize service projects or events where we would go out 

into the community and help with the needs that were observed. I also love to encourage people who want to 

take initiative and have plans for starting their own outreach ministries and would love to provide resources and 

help for families and small groups that want to act on ideas or opportunities they have in the community. I think 

that it is essential for us as the church to be reaching out to our neighbor and demonstrating the love of Christ to 

them and not just talking about it. 

 

 

 

8. This position requires a high level of administration and organization.  Briefly outline your plan for how 

you would communicate and organize multiple teams of volunteers: 

 

It would help to know more about how previous or current ministry is done and what tools are used. I would use 

something like Planning Center, an application to contact and inform volunteers so they know what is going on 

and can prepare in advance for what to expect and be ready for the lessons. I would conduct meetings with all 

volunteers and some with the individual teams to work through specifics of each ministry. I would have regular 

check in times and also availability to go over concerns, ideas, and how things are going. If there is an 

abundance of volunteers depending on what area they are serving then it might be good to have a rotation so 

that they can also have time in the main service.  

 

 

9. What role do you believe the church should have in the discipling of students and children? 

 

I believe that the parent should be the primary disciple makers in the home and that the churches job is to assist. 

The church should prepare and come along side the parents in creating heathy disciples who make disciples. 

The church should provide events and times for families to serve together and foster an atmosphere for 

discipleship and the gospel.  
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10. What aspect of the job description contained in this packet are you the most excited about?  What are 

you the least excited about? And Why? 

 

I am most excited to work along side the leaders in ministry and plan events for kids and their family’s to grow 

closer to God and each other. Helping foster a passion for helping their communities and the people they are 

around in their everyday lives. It’s hard to think of something I am not excited for but it would be discipling 

volunteers or students when they are breaking rules.  

 

 

 

11. What are the last three books (other than textbooks) that you have read. 

 

Lead by Paul David Tripp 

People to be loved by Preston Sprinkle 

Growing young by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder and Brad Griffin. 

 

 

 

12. How do you find balance between your ministry and your personal relationships (spouse, kids, friends, 

etc.)? 

 

I find balance between ministry and personal relationships by creating intentional time outside of ministry to 

spend time with people. My wife and I have scheduled date nights each week and she works all day so I spend 

time with her at night. Friendship is really important to me and I make sure to schedule time to hangout with 

them. I generally hangout with at least one friend a week when things are busy.  

 

 

 

13. Who are you accountable to in your life right now? 

 

I have a group of close friends from Corban University that keep each other accountable. I am also accountable 

with my wife. 

 

 

 

14. How would you describe your evangelism style? 

 

 

My evangelism style is relational and I make use of my ability to build trust and share the love of Christ to the 

people I am evangelizing to. I also couple this with service and the invitational approach. I believe there is also 

a need to be clear about what I believe and not just let actions show. While I have been working at Pizza Now, I 

have made it clear that I am a Christian, and by growing in relationship I have been able to share what I believe 

and the Gospel with fellow workers. 

 

 

15. What are your feelings about fundraising? 

 

I have no problems with fundraising. I raise funds every year to go on mission trips and have grown up doing it 

my whole life. All money is the Lord’s and we need to be good stewards of all the money raised. It should go to 

the purpose it was raised for.  
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16. Briefly describe your approach to developing volunteer leaders? 

 

I think one of the most important things about developing volunteers is by first building trust with them and 

showing that they valued. One way that helps with that process is giving them responsibility in the area they are 

serving and some freedom to lead how they see fit. I would have regular meetings with them to see how they 

are doing and give guidance. If there is a need for training in certain areas I will provide that. I would also like 

to bring them to ministry conferences and workshops on things that would be helpful for ministry. It is 

important for volunteer leaders to act out what we are teaching in their lives.  

 

 

 

17. What are your thoughts on teens serving in ministry within the church? 

 

I think that teens serving in church ministry is so important. I believe that teens should be able to participate in 

all sorts of ministry in the church. I would love to see them serving in worship, youth ministry, running Bible 

studies, service projects, and more. In order to be a truly missional church the teens and kids need to be on 

board with Gods mission and serving in the church.  

 

 

 

18. When a student graduates from your ministry what do you want them to know and who do you want 

them to be? 

 

When a student graduates from my ministry I want them to be able to explain the Gospel and what it is that they 

believe. My hope is that they would also know that they are accepted in the church body as a whole, loved by 

all its members, and confident in their identity as children of God. I would love to have them come back and 

serve in the ministry they graduate from as well but that is only a bonus. My hope is that wherever they go, they 

will remember who they belong to and be in community with believers and seek out the lost so that they can 

know Christ.  

 

 

 

19. How important do you believe worship to be in student and children’s ministry? How do you plan to 

facilitate it? 

 

I believe that our purpose for being created is to bring glory and worship to God. I have a passion for worship 

and its many forms. I believe that there will be singing and music in heaven and we should do our best to 

imitate what things will be like in heaven while we are here on earth. I can play several instruments such as 

guitar, bass, and box drum. I also have experience leading small bands. I would love to empower and build up 

the youth to lead worship and use their skills to play music and even write some of their own songs. I can lead 

until I have a plan and people trained up to lead times of worship through music. Not all students relate to God 

by singing. Things like journaling and different forms of prayer are also important for worship and bring us 

closer to God. Having options available will help students feel more welcome and free to worship God how 

they want to.  
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20. Please share your convictions on tongues and sign gifts: 

 

I believe that tongues and sign gifts were for the early church and that it is rarely seen if at all nowadays. I do 

not think that it is still happening in America but there are some experiences I have had in other countries in the 

third world that I cannot deny God was behind for the advancement of his church. Speaking in tongues as seen 

by people today does not follow what it looks like in the Bible and if no one can translate it then they need to 

keep it to themselves. 

 

 

 

21. Please share your convictions on divorce and remarriage and leadership in the church: 

 

I believe that what God has brought together no one should separate. The couple should do all things in their 

power to reconcile their relationship and if they cannot do that then I do not thing they should be remarried. I 

am still developing my view on this but as it stands now that I would not do a wedding of someone who is 

getting remarried if their ex spouse is still alive. Leadership should follow the guidelines given in the Bible and 

if they are remarried the situation needs to be examined case by case to see if they qualify.  

 

 

 

22. Please share your convictions on use of alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana? 

 

I believe that as long as the substance is not causing the person to lose control of their bodies and minds then it 

is okay. Alcohol should be stewarded and not used for buzz or to become drunk. I only have a drink 

occasionally when I am with certain people and it is for the sake of advancing the Gospel and building 

relationships and I make sure to only have the least amount possible. Marijuana alters the mind and judgement 

in any amount so I think that it should not be used. I understand that it can have medical help but it should not 

be used by people for the purpose of recreation. I personally would not take it even for medical reasons. 

Tobacco even though it does not always have nicotine I personally would not use it because I want to take care 

of the body the Lord has given me and since it can cause the shortening of my life span by many different 

effects.  

 

23. Please share your convictions concerning eschatology? 

 

All people are destined to die and face judgement. Humans are made of two parts, soul and physical body. 

When we die our physical body is destroyed but our souls are eternal. Jesus died on the cross for our sins so 

that when we die we can be with the Father in spirit. Those who do not accept the gift of salvation and reject 

Jesus will go to hell and be separated from God for eternity. My current interpretation of revelation is 

premillennial.  

 

 

24. Please share your convictions regarding gender identity and sexual orientation 

 

I believe that we should grieve for people with gender dysphoria. It is a sad thing to have to struggle 

with and the church should not push people who are hurting and confused away. We are called to love 

all people and imitate to love of Christ. I believe that God created humans male and female and that he 

designed them with unique roles and abilities to complement each other. I believe that attraction to the 

same sex is not a sin until it becomes lust or is acted upon. I believe that our identity should be first and 

foremost in Christ as his children and not on any other worldly identification. We are called to love 



6 

 

people and we cannot change the hearts or minds of people. That job is up to God and we should 

disciples. Pray and love all people.  

 

 

 

25. Salt Creek has a very active Sunday School program.  What do you believe the purpose of a Sunday 

School program to be?   

 

A Sunday school program has several functions and is more than just lessons and child care. It’s a time for 

interaction with teaching and not just listening. It can be for all ages and give time for us to learn from each 

other. There can be more focus on specific topics that we are not talking about in sermons and members from 

the congregation can teach and we can learn from their knowledge on the Bible and God. For kids it provides a 

safe place for them to come and learn about the Bible and be shaped by the Gospel. Children need to know that 

they are loved and made in the image of God. Sunday school helps prepare kids for future learning and to be 

ready when they go out and start their week. They need a lot of interaction and care so the gospel is more 

effective because the can see what it means to be a follower of Christ.  

 

26. What do you think it means for a church to be ‘missional’? 

 

A missional church is one that is committed to God’s mission by meeting together to worship, encourage each 

other, learn and be edified. The church is not just a place to go and get those things, but it is the people that 

make up the church and we are all called to the same mission and work together to pursue that mission. A 

missional church is one where the body serves with their time, money, and life not just to be poured into but 

also to reach the world. The church is the people who follow Christ and not just a building.  

 

 

27. What is your practice when it comes to counseling women (adults & minors)? 

 

I believe that as a man I should not counsel women. That is the role of a woman as mentioned in Timothy about 

how older women should counsel the younger. That is one of the reasons I believe that it is so important to be 

married in ministry for situations where there is a need for counseling. I think that if it is needed there should 

always be my wife in the room or another woman in the room if I was needed in the counseling but I would 

prefer to differ them to the women who are in ministry and that I know will be able to disciple and help point 

them to Christ.  

 

 

 

 

28. Please indicate whether you have read and are in agreement with the following: 

 

North American Baptist Statement of Beliefs  Yes No 

NAB Pastoral Code of Ethics     Yes No 

 

29. Ordination Information: Please check the appropriate box below. 

No, I have not been ordained. 

 

Yes, I have been ordained.  If so, please provide the information requested below. 

 

Name of Ordaining Church   Denomination   Date of Ordination 
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30. Licensure Information: Please check the appropriate box below. 

No, I have not been licensed 

 

 Yes, I have been licensed.  If so, please provide the information requested below. 

 

Name of Licensing Church   Denomination   Date of Licensing 

Valley Baptist Church    Baptist     
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References 

 
1.   Name: Drew Fajen   Relationship: Youth and their families pastor at Village Church  

Phone: 503 309-7716    Email: drew@villagebeaverton.com     

 Address:              

 Best time to call: 11am daytime 4pm evening 

 

2.   Name: John Jordan    Relationship: Mission and lead associate Pastor at Village 

Church  

Phone: 503 522-6808   Email: johnj@villagebeaverton.com      

 Address:              

 Best time to call: 11:30 am daytime 4pm evening 

 

3.  Name: Leroy Geortzen   Relationship: Mentor and head of my degree program  

Phone:  714 404-9358   Email: LGoertzen@corban.edu     

 Address: moving            

 Best time to call:  daytime    evening 

 

4.  Name: Jacobe Croff    Relationship: Friend and roommate while I was RA  

Phone: 503 930-5943   Email: jacobecroff@corban.edu      

 Address:              

 Best time to call: 12pm daytime  any time evening 

 

5.  Name: Greg Trull    Relationship: Father-in-law, Pastor of Valley Baptist and 

dean of Corban’s ministry department 

Phone: 503 689-0639    Email: GTrull@corban.edu     

 Address: 1574 scotch ave se, Salem OR, 97306        

 Best time to call:  daytime 6pm evening 

 

6.  Name: Scot Keranen    Relationship: Mentor and discipleship leader. Director of 

operations at YFC Lebanon.       

Phone:  +961 71 608 948  Email: Scotkernanen@gmail.com     

 Address: Beirut Lebanon 10 hour time difference       

 Best time to call: 10am daytime  evening 

 

Permission to contact (Please check your preference below): 

 I give Salt Creek Baptist Church permission to contact my references without prior approval. 

 

 I do not give Salt Creek Baptist Church permission to contact my reference without prior approval. 
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